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NEWS RELEASE 
 

Grand Lake, Colorado, Hosts U.S. Constitution Day Festival  
Scenic Colorado mountain town celebrates lower fire danger, national anniversary 

 

Grand Lake, Colo. – This summer, when drought conditions and fires plagued much of 

Colorado, many towns throughout the state replaced traditional Fourth of July fireworks 

with other holiday celebrations. Now, one town is planning to use its fireworks for a fall 

patriotic celebration.  

 

The scenic mountain town of Grand Lake, Colorado, will commemorate the 225th anniver-

sary of the signing of the U.S Constitution Saturday, September 22, with a day-long cele-

bration of the nation’s founding and history. Events will include a patriotic parade, pie 

bake sale, and outdoor DJ dance party at Town Park. State and local elected officials, and 

judges, will highlight the afternoon constitution ceremony and educational activities. 

There also will be family fun activities in the Town Park. The day will conclude with a 

fireworks extravaganza – with the fireworks originally slated for Fourth of July use. 

 

In 1787, on September 17, 42 of the 55 delegates to the Constitutional Convention held 

their final meeting at Philadelphia’s State House (now Independence Hall). They faced 

only one item of business on the agenda: to sign the Constitution of the United States of 

America. A total of 39 of the delegates signed the new document, which clearly defined 

and separated the powers of the central government, powers of the states, the rights of the 

people, and how the representatives of the people should be elected.  

 

“These 39 individuals changed the course of history on this day,” says Lisa Jenkins, ex-

ecutive director of the Grand Lake Chamber of Commerce. “Fireworks may traditionally 

mark the signing of the Declaration of Independence, but what better day than Constitu-

tion Day to mark the founding of our country and its organization?” 

http://www.grandlakechamber.com/


The Arapahoe Roosevelt Pawnee (ARP) Foundation is working with the US Forest Service 

to raise funds to repave the trail, install new benches and create new interpretive signs at 

Point Park. The project cost is $25,000. 

 

How can you help? 
 

Your tax deductible donation to the ARP Foundation will go entirely to funding park im-

provements.  The current focus is to raise $7,000 for interpretive signs that will tell the 

story of the park’s history. 

 

Any and all donations will be gratefully appreciated.  Checks only, to be made out to the 

ARP Foundation, should be mailed to ARP Foundation, P. O. Box 1443, Fort Collins, CO 

80522.  Contributors of $350 or more will be recognized with their names displayed near 

the signs. 

 

For more information please contact one of the following: 

Barbara Leutiwiler (303.817.9144) or Dan Nolan, ARP Foundation (720.937.8058) 

Arapahoe Roosevelt Pawnee Foundation:  http://www.arp-foundation.org/board.php      

Point Park Improvement Project 
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

 

June – September 6 

Summer Concerts 

Wednesdays in Town 

Park Gazebo 

 

August 25 

Crews & Brews Fest 

 

September 2 

Tombstone Tales  

at GL Cemetery 

 

September 8 & 9 

Fall Arts & Crafts Fair 

 

August – September 

Kauffman House Open 

 

September 17- 22 

Constitution Week 

 

September 22 

Constitution Day 

Parade and Ceremony 

Fireworks 

 
October 7 

Team Grand Lake’s  

Race for the Cure 

 

 

Scentless Chamomile—a Noxious Weed 

Mountain Parks Electric’s line  replacement project is underway on W. Portal Road 

(Tunnel Rd.) .   Through September, crews will be replacing poles and lines from Triangle 

Park to the East Inlet.  Some blasting is required for pole installation. Please be aware of 

construction work areas.  Drive safely! 

Electrical Line Replacement 

 

It is not too late to get rid of the scentless 

chamomile weeds, depicted in the photo 

on the right, that are prolific throughout 

the Grand Lake area.  They pull up easily 

and can be bagged and put in trash bags 

for disposal. 

 

These weeds are an ecological and agri-

cultural disaster for Colorado. Scentless 

Chamomile can produce up to 960,000 

seeds per plant!  The seeds germinate 

quickly, allowing a single plant to give 

rise to more than one generation within a 

growing season. Help rid this area of this 

invasive, noxious weed! 



A Shoreline Owners Meeting was 

held at the Grand Lake Community 

House on August 13th to discuss 

lakebed ownership.  It was well at-

tended with approximately 75 at the 

meeting.  The Town Attorney pre-

sented a slide show of shoreline 

owner’s properties.  The slide show 

and an article from Sky Hi News 

can be viewed in the News section 

of the Town’s website: 

www.townofgrandlake.com. 

Due to recent rains, fire bans 

throughout Grand County that were 

enacted in June have been lifted.  

Campfires no larger that 4 feet by 4 

feet, chimeneas, and charcoal grills 

are now permitted in Town and in 

Grand County.   

 

In the Town of Grand Lake, open 

fires, including burning of slash, are 

not allowed without the prior written 

consent of the Board of Trustees.  

Please contact Joe Biller, Town Plan-

ner regarding the procedures  for ob-

taining consent. 

Greetings!  

 

Wow! The middle of August already! Has your summer been zipping by as well? 

 

Do not let the rest of the summer get away from you! If you are not already in Grand Lake – come on up! Plan a day 

trip, a weekend get-away or squeeze in that last week of vacation. The weather is great. The summer rains have al-

lowed us to lift the fire restrictions put in place earlier in the summer when it was hot and dry. There is lots of time 

left in the summer to enjoy the usual wide variety of recreational activities that are available in and around Grand 

Lake. Do not miss the chance for some late summer fun! 

 

Additionally, there are a few special events coming up. Music in the Town Park Gazebo on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 

will be going on through September 6,  The annual Brew and Crew Festival (including a Corvette show) will be hap-

pening August 25 & 26. Tombstone Tales at the Grand Lake Cemetery and the Fall Arts and Crafts in the Town Park 

are in September. A new celebration, Constitution Week, is scheduled for September 17 – 22 and will include lots of 

fun events all week long centered on our US Constitution. A parade and fireworks are a part of the festivities on the 

22nd. Check with the Grand Lake Area Chamber of Commerce office or website for more details. 

 

As you probably already know, Grand Lake is a very special place! But not everyone does. And you know what? 

Everyone who does can influence those who do not. So, I ask each of you – please do all you can to help everyone 

have the best possible Grand Lake experience. Help with directions. Park a little further away, leaving the choice 

parking for others. Be courteous. Pick up trash when you see it. Greet everyone with a smile. You get the picture. 

Let’s do what we can so that visitors want to return again and again and again and so that residents are proud to be a 

part of Grand Lake. 

 

See you around Grand Lake soon! 

  

Best Regards, 

David  

Fire Bans Lifted 
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Shoreline Meeting 

From the Town Manager’s Desk 


