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Save the Date: May 18  Saturday  9:00 am - 1:00 p.m. Come 

join us on Saturday, May 18th (the Town’s designated Arbor 

Day) as we spruce up the town to make way for the sunny days 

of spring and summer. Grand Lake’s annual town cleanup and 

Arbor Day Celebration will be followed by a community BBQ/

pot luck at the Heckert Pavilion 

  

The Grand Lake Downtown Assessment identified 20 ingredi-

ents of an outstanding destination, including "creating a good 

first impression: Community gateways, and downtown beauti-

fication". 

  

The entire community, non profits, town, and business owners are encouraged to get involved and 

continue the community engagement and collaboration efforts. 

 

Form a team and "adopt a project".  Fun competition with prizes and giveaway!  Details to follow. 

Save the Date!  It Takes a Village! 

Tops of the Rockies 

Tops of the Rockies, a fundraising event for the Grand County Library District, will be held at the 

Grand Lake Yacht Club on June 29th at 5:30pm. For tickets, go to www.gcld.org and click on “Tops 

of the Rockies” link, or visit any Grand County Library. Advance tickets: $55pp, At-the-Door tick-

ets: $65pp. There will be wine tasting, music, hors d’oeuvres, and silent and live auctions. For more 

information, contact Gayle Langley at 970-627-5026.  Get your tickets early! 

Grand County has seen a lot of changes over the past decade. How have these changes im-

pacted the communities in the county and what can they do to prepare for the future? 

 

This is an open call for members of the Grand Lake community to participate in a focus 

group. We are interested in hearing about your experiences of the past and hopes and goals 

for the future. 

 

This discussion is part of a study by researchers at the University of Montana looking at 

community experiences of landscape change.  

 

24th April 

Grand Lake Community House 

5.30-7pm  

 

If you would like to come along, or have questions about this project contact                   

Carina Wyborn, 406 207 6406 

carina.wyborn@umontana.edu 

 

Invitation to Participate in Discussion on the Future                    

of Grand County and Grand Lake 

http://www.gcld.org


Grand Plants will be for sale or trade at the 24th annual Gar-

deners Exchange on May 18th from noon until 4:00 p.m. at 

the Grand Lake Community House.  Get ready for summer! 

Gardener’s Exchange 
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

April 20 

Cabin Fever Follies, 

Community House 

 

May 18 

Town Clean Up Day  

 & BBQ/Potluck           

9a.m.—noon 

 

May 18 

Arbor Day—noon 

 

May 18 

Gardener’s Exchange 

Community House  

12-4 p.m. 

 

May TBD 

Hands Across America 

Trail Ridge Road Opens 

 

May 24 & 25    

Bingo in the Park 

May 25 

Kauffman House open 

11 a.m.—5 p.m. daily 

May 27 

Memorial Day Parade & 

Ceremony 

Rocky Mountain National Park Fee Free Days in  April  

To celebrate National Park Week, entrance to Rocky Mountain National Park will be free of 

charge April 22—26, 2013.  Enjoy the outdoors! 

Wildfire Preparedness Day of Service May 4, 2013 

Grand Lake Fire Protection District invites residents to join with all Colorado 

residents to take action on May 4th for Wildfire Preparedness Day of Service. 
 

Grab a friend, your entire family, or join a group of neighbors and participate in the state-

wide Wildfire Preparedness Day of Service on Saturday, May 4, 2013. 

 

What’s a “wildfire service project” look like? Your project can be as simple as spending time 

talking or texting with neighbors and friends. Or you can get your hands dirty with a clean-up 

around your home or in your neighborhood. You might be asking - what can I do in one day to 

be safer from wildfire? And the answer is a lot! Here are some ideas for projects and how you 

can encourage others to help out. 

 

Project ideas: 

· Rake up pine needles and dry leaves within a minimum of 3 to 5 feet of a home’s foundation. 

If you have time and enough help – continue removing pine needles and leaves up to a 30 

foot distance around the home. Dispose of collected debris in appropriate trash receptacles. 

· Get out your measuring tape and see how close wood piles are located to the home. If closer 

than 30 feet, they need to be relocated and moved at least 30’ away from structures. 

· Sweep porches and decks clearing them of leaves and pine needles. Rake under decks, 

porches, sheds and play structures. Make sure to remove and dispose of debris. 

· Mow grasses to a height of four inches or less. 

· Use hand pruners and loppers to remove low-hanging tree branches up to a height of 4 feet 

from the ground. 

· Remove anything that can burn from under decks and porches and relocate it to a storage 

shed, garage, or basement. Gasoline cans and portable propane tanks should never be stored 

indoors and should be located away from the home. 

 

Grand Lake FPD suggests residents focus on their home defensible space, or if weather is a 

barrier work on personal preparedness by constructing a 72 hour kit, following Firewise and 

Ready-Set-Go guidance on family emergency plans and supplies. 

Stop by Grand Lake Fire Station 1 on May 4, 2013 from 8 AM to 4 PM to learn more 

about Wildfire Preparedness.  

 

You can also visit the following web sites for in depth information or contact Grand Lake Fire 

Protection District, 970 627-8428. 

 

Grand Lake Fire Department: http://grandlakefire.org/    
Ready-Set Go, Personal Wildland Action Guidance:  http://wildlandfirersg.org/      
Firewise: http://www.firewise.org/Communities.aspx 

http://www.firewise.org/information/who-is-this-for/youth-and-families.aspx
http://grandlakefire.org/
http://wildlandfirersg.org/
http://www.firewise.org/Communities.aspx
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Did you know that where there is a lamppost on Grand Avenue, the gar-

den below is adopted by a local volunteer?  Garden volunteers put count-

less hours into helping beautify the Town’s open spaces.  There are gar-

den spots available for adoption; please contact Grand Lake Town Hall if 

you are interested in participating in this volunteer program. 

 

The Town of Grand Lake extends a heartfelt thank you to all volunteer 

gardeners for their commitment to these public spaces. 

Adopt a Lamppost Garden Program  

Seeks Volunteers 

Let's Make Grand Lake the "Ultimate Fishing Town!"  

Grand Lake has the opportunity to become the nation’s “Ultimate Fishing Town!”  The grand prize is a $25,000 donation to the com-

munity.  Please visit the World Fishing Network website at http://sandbox.worldfishingnetwork.com/uft/ to vote for us, and you can 

vote more than once!  Let’s work together and win this well deserved title!  

Starting in April 2013, both lanes of eastbound traffic will be detoured onto the two lane frontage road.  This detour will be in place 

through late 2013.  

 

It is important to note that those wanting to come to the mountains to recreate, shop and dine will still be able to do 

so!  There will still be two lanes going in each direction, just like there is now, and the mountains will be open for business!   
 

Blasting operations will take place several times a day necessitating 20-30 minute closures of both eastbound and westbound I-

70.   This blasting WILL NOT take place during high traffic volume time periods. In other words, no blasting or lane closures will 

occur on Friday afternoons, or Saturday/Sunday mornings or afternoons when traffic is typically heavy.  The blasting schedule for 

each day will be determined the evening before, so travelers will want to check the blasting schedule before they travel.  

 

More project information can be found at www.coloradodot.info/projects/i70twintunnels.   For the daily blasting schedule, call the 

information hotline at (303) 327-4034, or visit http://www.coloradodot.info/projects/i70twintunnels/blasting-schedule.html.  

Twin Tunnels Project 

From May 1st to October 15th  Right of Way Permits are required for  

excavation in Town streets and alleys.  Contact Town Hall for information. 

http://sandbox.worldfishingnetwork.com/uft/
http://e2.ma/click/k1f4e/4c2gfb/8ff41b
http://e2.ma/click/k1f4e/4c2gfb/o8f41b


 TOWN OF GRAND LAKE NEWSLETTER Page 4 

Sixth DEA National Medication Take-Back Day – April 27, 2013 
 

The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is sponsoring a sixth National Medication Take-Back Day to be held on April 27, 

2013.  Through its first five events, DEA has collected a total of 1,018 tons of household medications nationwide, including more 

than 32 tons in Colorado.  These nationwide events provide a unified opportunity for the public to surrender expired, unwanted or 

unused prescribed controlled substances and other prescribed and over-the-counter medications to law enforcement officers for de-

struction.   DEA’s efforts bring national focus to the issue of pharmaceutical substance abuse, while providing a secure and environ-

mentally-friendly outlet for disposal that will protect our water resources. 

 

Easy access and stockpiling of medications has led to an increase in the number of people in Colorado abusing and becoming ad-

dicted to prescription drugs.  A 2011 Youth Risk Behavior Survey conducted in Colorado revealed that 29.2% of 12 th graders had 

taken a prescription medication without a doctor’s prescription at least once in their lifetime.  This is higher than the national average 

of 25.6%. 

 

Since you are a member of your community with an interest in public and environmental health, I am once again making you aware 

of this event so that you might contact your local law enforcement agency and offer assistance in this worthwhile effort.  Assistance 

could take the form of manpower and/or preparation and distribution of event promotional materials, or, on a personal level, simply 

encouraging your neighbors to participate.  Your help will ensure a successful, community-based effort. 

 

DEA is mailing invitations to participate to all sheriff departments, police departments and drug task forces nationwide.  Law en-

forcement agencies are qualified event hosts due to the collection of controlled substances.  The DEA is paying the costs of transport 

and disposal for all medications collected during this event. 

For more information and a frequently updated list of locations, visit www.dea.gov. 

Happy spring! Ha Ha! At least the calendar says it is spring. I shared in last month’s column how I was hoping for some late season 

snow and I am so thankful we have had some April snow. We desperately need the moisture. Even if we were teased into thinking 

about cleaning up the yard and planning gardens and having an early mud season, we will be better off for the blessing of this recent 

snow!  

 

While this season’s winter weather has not been in the ‘epic’ category, I am told by some who track our snowfall season to season 

that we are ahead of last year, even before our April snow storms. Another reason to be thankful! 

 

By the way, did you notice the brownish tint to the snow earlier this week? What is up with that?! 

 

And how about that Hotel Impossible episode! I sure hope you got to watch it. The Grand Lake community was the beneficiary of 

some wonderful national exposure! Just so you know, wheels are in motion to capitalize on that exposure for our upcoming seasons 

(see more below). If you missed the original air date, you can go to the Travel Channel website and find the Hotel Impossible web-

page. There you can view several short clips of the Grand Lake episode and check the Travel Channel schedule for replay dates. Use 

this link:  http://www.travelchannel.com/tv-shows/hotel-impossible  

 

This remains an exciting time for the Grand Lake community. Exposure from the airing of the Grand Lake episode of Hotel Impossi-

ble: SUCCESS! The provision of free marketing services from Hotel Impossible: SUCCESS! The positive community response to 

the video The 20 Ingredients of an Outstanding Destination: SUCCESS! The Downtown Assessment: SUCCESS! Being selected as 

one of five gateway communities to participate in the Federal Lands Livability Initiative: SUCCESS! 

 

All these recent successes combine to create an extraordinary opportunity to improve our community. From a community engage-

ment standpoint, it all dovetails nicely. The community is excited about the possibilities. Momentum has begun to build. And we are 

working actively to maintain that momentum through engaging the community. 

 

We had a fantastic turnout for the community meeting on April 4. Over 50 folks came out to participate in a discussion about where 

we go next with implementing some of the ideas that have come from the recent community engagement successes mentioned above. 

That large group broke into four smaller discussion groups: Design, Economic Development/Economic Restructuring, Marketing/

Promotions and Organization/Management. Discussion was lively to say the least as the participants in each group collaborated to 

come up with suggestions on priorities for implementation – a few ‘low-hanging fruit’ (easy and quick) and a few with a longer 

timeframe to implement. The resulting lists were great! We wrapped up the evening with volunteers signing up to participate in four 

committees (one for each of the discussion categories).  

 

From the Town Manager’s Desk 

http://www.dea.gov
http://www.travelchannel.com/tv-shows/hotel-impossible
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Each of these committees is now meeting to continue the discussion and undertake the process of implementing action items. The 

Design Committee’s initial focus is on beautification of the greenway downtown and additional wayfinding signage. The Economic 

Development/Economic Restructuring Committee is focusing on building relationships and beautification through organizing the 

Town’s annual Clean-up Day and Arbor Day. The Marketing Committee’s early focus has been on tasks related to the Hotel Impos-

sible airing (social media, Bruce the Moose, World Fishing Network’s Ultimate Fishing Town contest to name a few). The Organiza-

tion/Management Committee is focusing on organizing volunteerism and bringing a grant writing workshop to Grand Lake. Things 

are happening!  

 

If you want to join in the fun and be a part of these new committees, please contact me. The process is ongoing, so there is no such 

thing as being too late to get involved. There is plenty of room on each committee for you. And there is lots of opportunity for your 

skills and abilities to be put to use. We need your participation!  

 

Community engagement continues. See info elsewhere in this issue on the annual Clean-up Day and Arbor Day event and the Ulti-

mate Fishing Town contest. Please consider getting involved! 

 

As for our next community meeting, I expect that to happen in mid-May, after the Downtown Assessment report is released. Watch 

for announcements and plan to attend. 

 

We will be scheduling a second community showing of the video The 20 Ingredients of an Outstanding Destination in the near fu-

ture. There has been lots of interest from folks who missed the first showing in January and heard about it from others. Stay tuned for 

details…  

 

As I mentioned last month, the relatively dry winter is likely to lead to increased fire danger for the Grand Lake community.  See a 

separate article elsewhere in this issue on how you can get involved and be prepared. Fire danger is not pleasant to think about, but it 

is a fact of life. Let’s do all we can to help each other minimize the danger, protect the community and be prepared in case the worst 

comes to be. 

 

See you around Grand Lake soon!  

 

Best Regards, 

David  

From the Town Manager’s Desk (Cont.) 


