
 

PARKS, OPEN 
SPACE, & TRAILS 
MASTER PLAN: 

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE TOWN OF GRAND 
LAKE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopted __________ 



  

Page 2 of 47 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Board of Trustees 
Judy Burke, Mayor 

Jim Peterson, Mayor Pro-Tem 
Tom Weydert 
Kathy Lewis 
Elmer Lanzi 
Tom Ludwig 
Jim Gasner 

 
Planning Commission 

Hayden Southway, Chairman 
Robert Canon, Vice Chairman 

Judy Burke 
Tom Weydert 
Elmer Lanzi 
Paul Gilbert 

James Shockey 
 

Advisory Committee 
Janice Peck 

Diane Mahoney 
Dan Ostrowski 

Daniel Matthews 
James Shockey 
Brian Howard 



  

Page 3 of 47 

Table of Contents 

SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION ............................................................................4 

 1.1: HOW TO USE THIS PLAN ....................................................4 

 1.2: HOW WAS THE PLAN DEVELOPED .................................4 

SECTION 2: TOWN PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ...............................................5 

 2.1: LAKESIDE PARK ....................................................................5  

 2.2: MT. CRAIG VIEW PARK ........................................................10  

 2.4: POINT PARK ............................................................................16 

 2.5: TOWN SQUARE PARK ..........................................................18 

 2.6: RIDGE AT ELK CREEK OPEN SPACE .................................21 

 2.7: THOMASSON PARK ..............................................................23 

 2.8: TRIANGLE PARK ...................................................................27 

 2.9: WINTERS PIONEER PARK ...................................................29 

SECTION 3: TRAILS .............................................................................................31 

 3.1: EXISTING TRAILS AND RECREATION ............................31  

 3.2: PROPOSED IN-TOWN TRAIL NETWORK ........................35 

 3.2.1: Orange Trail .............................................................36 

 3.2.2: Yellow Trail ..............................................................37 

 3.2.3: Green Trail ...............................................................38 

 3.2.4: Blue Trail .................................................................40 

 3.2.5: Purple Trail ..............................................................42 

 3.2.6: Red Trail ..................................................................43 

SECTION 4: FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES .........................................................46 

APPENDIX A: SURVEY RESULTS



Town of Grand Lake - Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan 

Page 4 of 47 

SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION 

 1.1: HOW TO USE THIS PLAN 

Similar to the Comprehensive Plan, this document primarily guides decisions relating to the use 
of parks, open space, and trails.  It is a tool and should be used in conjunction with the Town of 
Grand Lake Comprehensive Plan. 

 1.2: HOW WAS THE PLAN DEVELOPED 

The Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the Town of Grand Lake was adopted in 2006.  This plan 
includes action items and policies regarding the use of parks, open space, and trails (POST).   

 In 2009, the Town appointed six (6) members to a POST committee constructed of Grand 
Lake community members.  The goal of the committee was to: 

Develop recommendations to the Town Board of Trustees regarding park 
improvements, recreation needs and services, trail development and open space 
planning for the Town of Grand Lake. 

 The POST Committee conducted a public survey regarding the use of parks, open space, 
and trails.    

 At two (2) public meetings, the POST Committee and the Board of Trustees collaborated 
on the Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan.    

 A draft copy of the Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan was available at Town Hall 
for public viewing. 

 A draft copy of the Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan was advertised on the town 
website for public viewing. 

 The Planning Commission held one (1) Public Hearing for public comment and reviewed 
the Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan. 

 The Board of Trustees held one (1) Public Hearing for public comment and review prior 
to adoption of the Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan. 
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SECTION 2: TOWN PARKS AND OPEN SPACE 

 2.1: LAKESIDE PARK 

Introduction  

 

 

Site Size: approximately 3.5 acres 

Zoning District: Public 

The Lakeside Park is a park located on the north shores of Grand Lake.  The Park consists of 
Lots 12-16, Block 4, Town of Grand 
Lake and the right-of-way of Lake 
Avenue.  The Park extends from 
Hancock Street to the east to Ellsworth 
Street on the west.  The park is mostly 
developed on the east side and consists 
of bathrooms, parking lots, a sandy 
beach and nice grassy areas with picnic 
shelters.  The west end of the park has 
been mostly left undeveloped and 
consists of beach sand with a volleyball 
court in the summertime.  Currently 
Lake Avenue is a one-way street that 
traverses through the park.  There is also 
a non-motorized trail that leads from the 
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volleyball court to Ellsworth Street but its location along the condominiums make this area seem 
private and therefore a majority of the general public does not travel in this area. 

Comprehensive Plan  

There is great focus on Lakeside Park in the 2006 Comprehensive Plan adopted by the Town.  
Section 4.2.4.1, Limiting Parking on the Waterfront, specifically states:  

“The citizens who participated in the Comprehensive Plan workshops suggested a more 
pedestrian friendly waterfront.  A concept that resulted from this comment is to limit 
parking along the waterfront-specifically, keeping all vehicle parking in the existing Town 
owned lot across from the Grand Lake Yacht club, while allowing limited vehicular 
access and parking to patrons of the Lazy Moose Motel.  Lake Avenue would not continue 
through Garfield Street, but end in a cul-de-sac like turn around at the base of Garfield.   

By removing vehicles from the south end of Garfield Street, the pedestrian connection 
from Grand Avenue to the waterfront becomes much more pronounced, easier to walk to 
and safer.  Lake Avenue will continue to function for vehicular movement, but will 
accommodate many fewer vehicles, allowing the street to be utilized for many more 
events and pedestrian activities.  A dead-end or limited access sign should be posted 
upon entering Lake Avenue.  Physically, the street can be paved with interlocking 
concrete pavers so that it does not look as much like a street as it does a pedestrian 
promenade.  The intent is to create a pedestrian plaza with a few cars on it, rather than a 
street with some people on it.  The street can be raised to the level of the surrounding 
lawn areas, effectively enlarging the entire street programming area.  This way Lake 
Avenue can host a variety of seasonal outdoor events...” 

Action 4.10 identified in the plans outlines that the Town manager and/or Town planner will 
work with a landscape architect/planners to redesign Lake Avenue for expanded programming 
and both limited vehicular and pedestrian circulation.   

Additionally, Section 4.2.5, Fire Ring (gas fired) for Nighttime and Seasonal Events, was 
suggested.  The location of the proposed fire ring would be in the location of the existing 
volleyball court for season and nighttime events.  The Plan further addresses the benefits of such 
a project: 

 This project requires some capital investment, but can prove versatile in its uses 
 A gas fire system will ensure safety and allow the fire size to be safely controlled – it 

also burns cleaner than wood fires do 
 Providing additional evening/nighttime gathering places can create positive 

community gatherings (“we want a nighttime gathering place – that is not a bar”, 
public open house comment) for all ages, where neighbors can interact and get to 
know one another 

 This activity can help support local businesses – hot chocolates/smores and other 
refreshments can be catered to the event by local restaurants and participant may 
desire to have dinner after the events 

 The Rocky Mountain Repertory Theatre actors can participate throughout the summer 
and fall months with children’s events such as evening story time and spooky stories 
in the fall.  Kaufman house docents can participate with historical/era-dress-story 
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telling events – similar to the fall cemetery tour event.  Professional storytellers can 
be invited on a weekly basis throughout the summer months for story telling events 
and workshops.   

 
An additionally action item outlined in the Plan (Action 4.11) indicates the Town “work with a 
landscape architect/planners to conduct a detailed sub-area study to evaluate in more detail the 
boardwalk extension alignments and waterfront program usages.” 

Future Uses for the Park 

The 2006 Comprehensive Plan recommends 
the Town close Lake Avenue after the 
parking lot and replace the road surface with 
an interlocking paver type material. This 
would allow the roadway to be closed to the 
general public but still be open for delivery 
vehicles and hotel guests at the lodging 
facilities located on Lots 10-13 of Block 5.  
If the road is closed to the general public it 
will encourage more pedestrian traffic along 
the lakefront and will add to the ambiance of 
the area.  This space could be used for events 
on the lakefront similar to the Buffalo BBQ Weekend in 2009.  Additionally, 55% of individuals 
surveyed indicated they would like to see this area turned into a pedestrian walkway and 71% of 
respondents indicated they believe this would be a positive amenity to the Town of Grand Lake.   

The roadway should be closed with a moveable barrier on weekends in the summer preceding 
the adoption of this plan; the roadway shall remain as is until funding is available for the pavers.   
Head-on lakefront handicap parking should be developed next to the beach for lake viewing.   

The Town should seek grants to remove the asphalt and concrete sidewalks and replace it with 
interlocking pavers that would not only allow for delivery vehicles and hotel guests to use the 
roadway but also for winter maintenance. The recommendations of the 2006 Comprehensive 
Plan should be followed.  

Of the total survey respondents who answered the question “Do you feel that the following 
would be valuable assets to the community if placed in high profile areas (such as Town Square 
Park or Lakefront Park)”, 79% of respondents indicated an Amphitheatre would be while 71% of 
individuals indicated a Gas-burning Fire Ring would also be. An amphitheater should be 
constructed in the Lakeside Park as this would provide an excellent atmosphere for such an 
event; .  Two possible locations include: 

An amphitheater could be constructed on the east side of the Park adjacent to the restrooms near 
the parking lot.  The rock walls that have been constructed offer a natural bowl for patrons to sit 
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in and also would provide wind protection.  The stage could be constructed near the existing 
Lake Avenue roadway.   

An amphitheater could be constructed in the southwest corner of the existing beach area near the 
lakeshore.  The amphitheater should be sunk into the ground to provide wind protection and 
allow patrons a better view of the lake and Mount Baldy.  This area could also have a gas fire pit 
that visitors could use when events are not being held.   

The Town owns a gazebo at the far southwest corner of 
the park that sits on the water’s edge.  The boardwalk 
should be extended from where it currently ends at 
Garfield Street to the gazebo.  Signage should be 
installed identifying the gazebo as a public amenity as 
it currently feels private.  The hillside near the gazebo 
should be planted with wildflowers and small 
evergreen trees to replace the mature trees that were 
recently removed.  The entire western portion of this 
park should be developed to mirror the development of 
the east side of the park.    

The western edge of the park is undeveloped and the 
following improvements could be constructed to create 
a finished appearance:  

The volleyball court should be relocated to the far 
northern edge of the park, along the existing retaining 
wall and beach sand should be installed just where the 
court is located.   

The retaining wall should be faced to improve its appearance.  A natural rock façade could be 
placed on the wall or large perennial flower beds could be built along it as a screen. 

A small playground could be constructed where the volleyball court is currently located if the 
Town does not choose to construct an amphitheatre in this location.   

The boardwalk should be extended to the proposed amphitheater and continue to the gazebo.   

The area not covered by improvements should be planted with grass similar to the rest of the 
park.   

The area in front of the Condominiums on Lots 9-12, Block 11, is a non-motorized public 
roadway and the Town uses it for access to the western edge of the Park to store snow in the 
winter.  This area feels very private and the following should be improved to encourage public 
use: 



Town of Grand Lake - Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan 

Page 9 of 47 

This area should remain open for Town vehicles and for emergency services that may need to 
access the back of the condominiums (fire department).  An interlocking paver roadway should 
be constructed that will draw visitors to the area but won’t limit motorized use by authorized 
vehicles.   

At the intersection of Ellsworth and Lake Avenue the “Do Not 
Enter” sign should be removed and a new sign stating “Public 
Access to Lakeside / No Motorized Access” should be installed 
to encourage the public to use this area.  The current sign is not 
friendly and does not identify this area as public land.       

Lastly, the improvements identified in the 2006 Comprehensive 
Plan for Garfield Street and Pitkin Street should be incorporated 
into the Lakeside Park.  Entrance arches could be constructed 
over these roadways to draw visitors from the boardwalks to the 
lakefront.   

Lakeside Park: Steps to Develop Future Uses 

There are a number of improvements the Town can take to 
complete this Park.   The Town should take the following steps:  

First and foremost, public signage should be installed as described above.  This is a low cost 
improvement that will direct the public to the wonderful amenities that currently seem private. 

The roadway should be closed on weekends with a moveable barrier in the summer preceding 
the adoption of this plan.  The barriers could be moved for hotel guests and commercial delivery 
vehicles.  If closure on the weekends is successful, the closure could be expanded for the entire 
summer.   

The other recommendations should be implemented as funding is available.  
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 2.2: MT. CRAIG VIEW PARK    

Introduction  

 

 

 

Site Size: 50’ X 200’ 

Zoning District: Municipal Right of Way 

Once known as McLaren Street, Mt. Craig View Park is a 
lot that was once used for rescue boats or for fire engines 
to draft water.   While it is often used for non-motorized 
boat access and fishing, there is little current use for the 
park. Two benches, facing Grand Lake, have a classic 
view of Mt. Craig (a/k/a ‘Baldy’).  Some snowmobiles 
access Grand Lake in the winter through this parcel. 
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While it is a secluded location, the wire rope at the entrance on Cairns Avenue gives the 
impression of a private and/or closed area.  With a PortaJohn at the entrance, the entrance to this 
open space parcel is not the most welcoming.   

Future Uses for the Park 

Little change of this park is proposed as more passive recreation options in this location are ideal 
to blend with the existing residential neighborhood.  This underused park can be a stop on a trail 
system or even a short destination hike from the town core.  

 By installing signage (“Public Access to Lakeside” / “Day Use Only” / “Please Respect 
Neighboring Private Property”), at the entrance area and redefining the parking and 
utilizing removable posts and/or parking blocks on Cairns Avenue, the rope chain may be 
able to be removed to make the entrance more visitor friendly.  Additionally, a wooden 
fence should be built around the PortaJohn for screening should be considered.  A long-
term solution would be the installation of a vault toilet in this location.   

 A picnic table placed in this location would encourage visitors to utilize this area for a 
larger variety of uses.  To expand on the current uses, the irregular rocks on the shoreline 
could be reworked to make a safer environment and the water more accessible.  A non-
motorized boatdock, similar to that in Lakeside Park, could be installed.   

Steps to Develop Future Uses 

 Higher priority items would include low cost items to beautify the entrance and make it 
more visitor friendly to encourage use of this area.  The installation of a picnic table, 
fencing of the PortaJohn and parking/signage improvements would be minimal efforts for 
the greatest impact.  

 Long-term plans for the park would include the installation of a vault toilet, reworking 
the rocks on the shoreline and installation of a non-motorized boat dock.   
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 2.3: EAST INLET 

Introduction 

 

 

Site Size: approximately 85 acres 

Zoning District: Open Space 

Owned by the Bureau of Reclamation, this area 
contains the only public boat launch access on Grand 
Lake; ample trailer parking is located in this area.  In 
addition to this amenity, this is picnicking options near 
the lake shore and the entrance to the Alva B. Adams 
Tunnel.  Adjacent to the parcel is the trailhead access 
to Rocky Mountain National Park’s East Inlet Trail; 
ample vehicular parking is located in this area.   

In 2009, the Town of Grand Lake worked with the 
Bureau of Reclamation to dredge the existing boat 
ramp in this location.  The Town awarded a private 
contract to have the ramp reconstructed utilizing the existing rock and with new rock material.    

2006 Comprehensive Plan 

Action 4.22 indicates: “Town planner to research dredging procedure(s)/costs, grants and 
potential cost sharing of boat ramp reconstruction with Bureau of Reclamation staff.” 
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Future Uses for the Park 

 The most immediate improvement proposed for this area would be the installation of 
signage indicating: “Day Use Only” / “Managed By The Town of Grand Lake” – with the 
Town’s regulations.   

 All existing dead trees should be removed from this parcel; these are in violation of the 
Town’s Tree Mitigation Ordinance.  The Town should work with the Bureau of 
Reclamation on a tree mitigation plan for this parcel.   

 The existing parking lot should be reduced and better defined.   By moving the parking 
area further from the lake, more picnicking areas could be placed near the lake in this 
location.   

 The Town needs to work with applicable agencies to ensure misuse of this area does not 
occur. The area needs to have all items 
removed from the area or the construction of 
a storage shed in this location needs to occur. 

o  This may aid in the reduction of illegal 
dumping that occurs in this location.  The 
Town has experienced the illegal disposal 
of boats and other large bulky items 
because the existing boats, barges, etc. 
make the area look trashy.   

 With approximately 100’ of lake front, the existing picnicking area should be improved.  
With seven picnic tables, two of the tables (in the worst condition) should be removed 
from the site.  The other tables should be strategically anchored on the site.   

o Large shrubs should be planted on the site to provide privacy and space between each 
picnicking area.   

o Some of the picnic tables could be 
covered to protect from elements.   

o Picnicking parking should be 
delineated and signed; parking should 
not be located on the lakeshore.  If 
parking is not preferred in this 
location, parking should be noted at 
the existing parking facility.   Walking 
paths should be created from the 
designated parking area to the 
picnicking facilities.   

o Picnicking areas, even if not further developed, should have trash cans installed in 
this location.   
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 Of the total survey respondents who live in the Town of Grand Lake or the Grand Lake 
area, 71% of respondents indicated they would utilize a fully-fenced Dog Park. A Dog 
Park in this location is ideal.  The Dog Park should be fenced (with a smaller fence 
enclosure for small dogs), have benches and plantings to provide some shade as well as 
access to pet drinking water.  Minimal improvements to a Dog Park are necessary outside 
those listed.   

o The most ideal location 
for a Dog Park would be 
in the 1.6 acre circular 
area near Alva B. Adam 
tunnel.  The Town should 
work with the Bureau of 
Reclamation, and any 
other applicable agencies, 
to explore the feasibility 
of a Dog Park in this 
location.  Parking for a 
Dog Park should not be 
located on the shoreline.   

o The second option for a Dog Park would be located to the east of the existing parking 
area.  The Town should work with Bureau of Reclamation and Rocky Mountain 
National Park to ensure the use would be appropriate in this location.   

 As the survey results indicate, 41% of the total respondents indicated they ‘often’ 
utilize/enjoy motorized boating; this was the third highest chosen recreational option for 
those individuals who primarily reside in the Town of Grand Lake.  The Town should 
explore the feasibility of creating a cement boat ramp in this location to reduce the need 
for continued maintenance.  

o A 404 permit may be required for this construction. 

 The survey results indicate non-
motorized boating as the most often 
utilized/enjoyed recreational 
opportunity indicated by people who 
reside in Grand Lake; a total of 37% 
of the total respondents indicated 
this was the most often utilized 
recreational ammenity 
enjoy/utilized.  A non-motorized 
boat dock should be installed to the 
south of the existing motorized boat 
ramp.  Benches should be placed in 
this location to promote passive 
recreational use in this location.   
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Steps to Develop Future Uses 

As with all agreements, the Town should ensure an updated service agreement/Memorandum of 
Understanding is in place between the Town and the Bureau of Reclamation.  

The Town should discuss all of the recommendations outlined in the aforementioned Section 
with the Bureau of Reclamation and the neighboring property owners.  The Town should 
prioritize the recommendations of the development of the park in accordance with the assistance 
and guidance with the Bureau, Rocky Mountain National Park and any other applicable 
agencies/organizations.   
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 2.4: POINT PARK 

Introduction 

 

 
 

 

Site Size: approximately 2.8 acres 

Zoning District: Open Space 

This park is owned by the U.S. Forest Service and maintained by the Town through an expired 
agreement.  Point Park’s main attraction is the views over the lake and into the mountains.  It is 
used for hiking, fishing, special events (permitted by the Town), dog walking, and viewing 
scenery. The park is surrounded by private residences and is a day use only area.   
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Park facilities consist of a permanent toilet, four pavilions with picnic tables and fire grates, 
sitting benches, two accessible fishing piers, parking for seven vehicles, and entrance sign, and 
interpretive sign, and the walk-over bridge.  

Over the last five years the Forest has removed trees killed by the mountain pine beetle.  In 2008 
the remaining large trees were removed for public safety reasons.  In the late spring of 2009 a 
combination of local volunteers, Forest and Town employees combined to plant about 80 trees in 
the park.  Six additional spruce trees were planted in the fall of 2009.  No more tree planting is 
planned for the park but wildflower seeds will be spread in the spring of 2010.  

Future Uses for the Park 

No changes are currently planned to the facilities (other than those Northern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District additions listed below) or to the uses by the Forest or the Town.  Proposed 
trails include Point Park as a destination on local tour routes.    

In August of 2010 Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District (Northern) is proposing to 
reconstruct the walk-over bridge mainly to improve their ability to install stop logs.  These stop 
logs enable Northern to block water from flowing to Shadow Reservoir thereby letting them 
lower Shadow without lowering Grand Lake.  This should not have any long term impacts to 
park users except for two proposed additions.  One addition would be a new accessible fishing 
platform on the north side of the bridge.  The second addition would be an interpretive sign with 
Northern / Forest Service information.  Northern also plans on re-paving the section on hiking 
trail from the gated entrance to the bridge. 

Steps to Develop Future Uses 

While no changes are planned for the facility, the Town can take several actions to ensure the 
long-term maintenance of this park and its uses: 

 Update and enter into a new Memorandum of Understanding with the Forest Service to 
ensure open line of communication and more defined roles in the upkeep of the property 
and its facilities.   

 Conduct annual plantings of the flower beds and/or utilize permanent and less costly 
maintenance of perennial plantings (planting high altitude species and installation of 
irrigation) to reduce annual Town costs for plantings and maintenance. 
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 2.5: TOWN SQUARE PARK 

Introduction  

 

 

Site Size: approximately 1.8 acres 

Zoning District: Public 

This park is located in the center of Grand Lake’s downtown and is owned by the Town.  It is the 
focal point of many of the Town’s planned outdoor activities and community events. Its location 
provides visitors an opportunity to take a break from their shopping or enjoy the playground 
facilities.   

The existing facilities of this park are 
the most diverse in the municipal 
Parks, Open Space and Trails system, 
utilizing both passive and active 
recreation options and public 
services for a variety of users.  Town 
Hall, the Juniper Library (including 
public restrooms), the Community 
House (coupled with the Annex 
storage building houses Rocky 
Mountain Repertory Theatre in the 
summer months), a theatre box office 
(which doubles as a small Chamber 
of Commerce Information Center) a 
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municipal gazebo and Heckert Pavilion (with abundant moveable picnic tables) are the municipal 
and community structures located in this park.  Ample parking is located in the rear (North) of 
the park, servicing the facilities of business as well as users of the park. 

Active recreational options include a large playground facility and basketball courts (which 
services as an ice skating rink in the winter time).  Passive recreational activities include benches 
located in the full sun and shade with views of all areas of the park and informational areas on 
community organizations and events and trail maps.  The park has landscaping pockets 
surrounding the larger structures, the gazebo and on the south side of the boardwalk paralleling 
Grand Avenue.   

Future Uses for the Park 

 Removal of under-utilized amenities should be considered (telephone booth without a 
telephone, newspaper stands, etc) and be replaced with amenities that will be utilized 
(signage kiosks for trail maps and community brochures).  These kiosks, if constructed 
new, should be covered for protection from the elements.   

 Improve landscaping on edges of park with a variety of trees, shrubs and flowers.  Tree 
plantings should be planned now for the future loss of the healthy mature trees in the 
park.   Leave lawn open for play areas.   

o Plantings, to partially screen at the base, should be encouraged in those areas were 
local trail posts may need to be installed.   

o Plantings should be perennial to reduce the maintenance required with annual 
plantings.   

 Installation of an outdoor fireplace in Heckert Pavilion, or just south of library, could 
encourage year-round events that may continue well into the evening hours.  As Section 
2.1.2 indicates, the individuals of the community would appreciate a gathering place of 
this nature.  Additionally, the Town allows the private use of this facility for group 
gatherings; this type of amenity may expand those uses in times when the pavilion is 
typically vacant.   

 The Town should consider the 
expansion of Heckert Pavillion for a 
wintertime ice skating rink.  By 
moving the ice skating rink to the edge 
of the boardwalk, it will encourage 
further awareness of this wintertime 
amenity in the community.   

o The Town should further 
promote wintertime uses 
through public/private 
partnerships.    

 Conversion of the Annex storage area 
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into a community gym should be analyzed by the Town in the advent this structure would 
no longer be utilized by Rocky Mountain Repertory Theatre. 

o Conversion of the Annex should be examined, as outlined in the survey results 
(gym, senior center, community recreation rentals, etc), for the highest and best 
community use based on need.    

Steps to Develop Future Uses 

Since the improvements for this park range from small-scale items to larger municipal 
improvement projects, the Town should consider the small-scaled projects to enable general 
beautification of the park.  Larger capital improvement projects should be analyzed throughout 
the community to determine the effectiveness and priority levels.   
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 2.6: RIDGE AT ELK CREEK OPEN SPACE 

Introduction  

Site Size: approximately 1.5 acres 

Zoning District: Open Space 

 

The Ridge at Elk Creek 
Open Space, located in the 
northwestern section of 
Town, is a parcel that was 
acquired in 2004 during 
the subdivision of the 
Ridge at Elk Creek, a 19 
lot single family 
development.  The parcel 
consists of mostly 
wetlands and springs that 
keep the area under water 
most of the year.  In the 
winter, the snowmobile 
trail that leads from the 
downtown to the national 
forest passes through this 
parcel. 
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Future Uses for the Park 

The area should be left in a natural state as it is a high quality wetland.   

The Town should investigate the possibility of installing a floating boardwalk across the 
wetlands to allow for a hiking trail to be created from County Road 49 to the Thomasson Park 
trail and into the downtown.   

 This proposed trail would allow for safe non-motorized travel during the busy summer months 
from Columbine Lake Subdivision to the downtown.  

Steps to Develop Future Uses 

The Town should work with the County and Park Service to establish a non-motorized trail 
through this parcel and the National Park Service property as described above.   

A boardwalk should be installed across the parcel to create a safe and environmental friendly 
trail through the wetlands. 

A 404 permit may be required for this construction. 
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 2.7: THOMASSON PARK 

Introduction  

 

Site Size: approximately 8 acres 

Zoning District: Single Family Residential – High Density 

Thomasson Park, located 
adjacent to Rocky Mountain 
National Park (RMNP) and US 
Highway 34, is a parcel of 
property is not currently 
owned by the Town but is 
under a lease purchase 
agreement; while also making 
payments to the property, the 
Town is attempting to purchase 
the property by obtaining 
grants from various sources.   

The property is a mixture of 
lodge pole pine, willows and 
wetlands that Columbine 
Creek flows through. This area 
is pristine in nature for being 
located within municipal boundaries and the Town intends to keep this parcel in a relatively 
undeveloped state.   
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The property was placed under a lease purchase agreement so access for a snowmobile trail 
could be secured and a location for a future cremation cemetery.  The Town has limited what 
improvements they complete in the Park until they actually own the property fully.  In early 2002 
the Town installed a 16’ wide wood chipped trail through the Park that allows snowmobiles to 
travel from the Gateway Inn through RMNP to the national forest.  The Town permits non-
motorized use of the park in the summer but due to the current state of the trail the park is 
seldom used in the summer other than a commercial horse operation.   The Town has allowed 
Sombrero Stables to use the 16’ wood chip trail and build a new trail to the Grand Lake Lodge.  
Neither trail is maintained by the Stables but the Town intends to require a maintenance 
agreement with them in the near future.    

The Town has been actively seeking grants (Colorado State Parks Association and Great 
Outdoors Colorado) to purchase the property without success.  With limited motorized use 
permitted in the park the Town is having a difficult time finding grants that fit the diversity of 
uses permitted.   

2006 Comprehensive Plan 

As the Town’s 2006 Comprehensive Plan indicates: A pedestrian underpass is proposed under 
Highway 34 for safe access across the busy corridor.  The box culvert should accommodate 
horseback riders, snowmobilers and hikers/pedestrians.”  Action 4.15 further indicates: Town 
planner to contract with Civil Engineering Company to evaluate the cost, feasibility and 
alignment of the proposed pedestrian underpass (box culvert style) at the northern Town 
boundary.” 

The feasibility of this has been briefly explored by the Town Planner.  Due to the massive 
amounts of surface and groundwater in this location, a box culvert would not be feasible.  The 
box culvert would consistently be flooded in times of peak runoff making this trail inaccessible 
and unusable at those times.   

Future Uses for the Park 

The area should be left in as natural state as possible as it has a high quality wetland with a large 
population of wildlife including several species of birds, moose, elk, fox, etc…  All work 
performed in the park should be assessed for the need to obtain an Army Corps of Engineers 404 
Permit.   

Re-establishment of the natural stream course through this park is something that should be 
considered.   

A wildlife viewing platform could be installed along the wetlands to allow tourists to view the 
wildlife that live and visit the wetlands.  The platform would allow users to be above the large 
willows that line the trail and limit visibility into this wildlife oasis.   

The Sombrero Stables commercial horse operation should not be permitted to travel through 
Thomasson Park and an alternative route should be created. 
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Thomasson Park is a high quality wetland and large 
amounts of animal waste could be harmful to the wetlands. 

The 16’ trail through the Park is wet for the majority of the 
summer and heavy horse traffic causes trail erosion.    

An alternative route could be to use the Walden Street trail 
to Patterson Street and then through the top of Thomasson 
Park along the power lines or the existing trail in RMNP.  
This route is along ridges and therefore much drier.   

Any trail that is used as a stock trail should be constructed to 
handle the heavy traffic and a required maintenance schedule 
should be created between the Town and the commercial 
vendors.     

The 16’ trail should have the wood chips removed as they are 
unfriendly for summer users and detrimental to the wetlands.  A 
natural surface would be more beneficial for trail users in the 
summer and would still allow for all winter time uses.     

The trail should be narrowed to a single track (4’ max) and 
grass seed placed on the remaining portion of the existing trail.  
The easement width needs to be maintained for snowmobile use 
in the winter but during the summer the trail could be restored 

to a single track trail which is more inviting for users.   

The 16’ trail should be closed prior to where the trail climbs toward the highway and all summer 
time uses should be moved onto another trail that is more sustainable.  By closing this section of 
trail the Town can prevent erosion that has plagued this trail for years and caused sedimentation 
into the wetlands.   

The stock trail for Sombrero Stables is currently constructed around this area and could be used 
for mountain bikers and hikers.    

The water that causes all of the erosion on this section of trail should be contained within a ditch 
with proper erosion control installed.  The remaining portion of the trail should be revegetated. 

Moveable fence should be installed at both ends of the trail to prevent motorized use during the 
summer months and during the spring and fall when snow cover is not adequate for snowmobile 
use.    

 The single track trail that was constructed from the 16’ trail to the Grand Lake Lodge by 
Sombrero Stables is currently eroding and in need of repair.  The trail should be rebuilt and 
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maintained for non-motorized use or closed and reclaimed.  This section of trail could be used as 
part of the Patterson Street Trail.    

Picnic tables and shelters should be installed along the trail to allow for picnicking and resting.  
The Visitors Center could direct our tourists and guest to this area for a great experience.   

Winter time non-motorized uses for this park are not recommended due to the heavy amount of 
motorized use.  It is possibly that this area could be used for cross country skiing / snowshoeing 
if trails were combined with trails from the Grand Lake Lodge and RMNP.   

The Town should require the Grand Lake Lodge analyze the possibility of connecting trails from 
the Lodge to Thomasson Park if any amendments to the Planned Development are requested.    

The northeast corner of the park should be reserved for the future cremation cemetery. 

Steps to Develop Future Uses 

There are a number of items the Town needs to address to get this park to a sustainable summer 
time use.   The Town should take the following steps –  

The Town should first focus on the erosion control issues with the 16’ trail as described above 
(i.e. closing a portion of the trail, installing the ditch, etc…).   

The Town should seek funding to purchase the property.  The Town may consider a public / 
private partnership with the companies that use the property, such as Grand Adventures, Spirit 
Lake Polaris, Sombrero Stables, etc…    

The Town should review the possibilities of reducing the 16’ trail to a 4’ natural surface.   

The Town should prohibit Sombrero Stables from using the Park and an alternative route should 
be established.  If the Town permits the use, a Trail Maintenance Agreement should be 
established by the 2010 season.  

The Town should install a moveable fence as described above.   

The Town should review the possibility of installing a wildlife viewing platform over the 
wetlands and picnic shelters along the trail.   
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 2.8: TRIANGLE PARK 

Introduction 

 

 

Site Size: approximately ½ acres 

Zoning District: Open Space 

Triangle Park, the first park one sees when 
you travel toward the center of town, is 
currently being used for picnics, bar-b-que’s 
and general open space recreation (soccer, 
ball catching, dog running, etc) on its large 
grassy area.  

It has a small fence that boarders the park 
along with bushes & flower gardens that are 
annually maintained by the Town through the 
Public Works Department and private 
contract.  

Future Uses for the Park 

 The area would be left as mostly an open green area. 

 The future development of Triangle Park would be to increase its size by eliminating the 
West Portal Road access.  This would greatly increase the size of the park, which would 
allow for, Horse Shoe Pits, a covered picnic area, & bar-b-que’s.   Continued plantings of 
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bushes, shrubs and perennial flowers around the perimeter of the park will enhance the 
area that has been claimed by the road closure. 

o Haskell Street should be widened to allow for a safe parking area.  

o A boardwalk on the North and South sides of the park would allow for safe 
access.   

o The road closure would 
promote the use of this park.  
The currently location of the 
intersection of West Portal 
Road and Grand Avenue 
make this park a less 
desirable park to utilize due 
to perceived safety 
concerns.  If the West Portal 
Road is not eliminated in 
this location, a turning lane 
on Grand Avenue should be 
added to access West Portal 
Road. 

 The existing fence could be used or a split rail fence could take its place.  Either fence 
needs 2-3 foot of wire placed at the bottom for safety (small dog, ball and child retention) 
reasons.   

 Signage about Grand Lake and what Grand Lake has to offer could be added.   

 As with other recreational areas, it is recommended to utilize a fenced PortaJohn for the 
immediate future with anticipated plans to construct a vault toilet in this location.   

Steps to Develop Future Uses 

 The Town should work with a Transportation Planner to have a better understanding of 
the options surrounding the potential closure of West Portal Road.   

o This investigation should consider the opinions of the local residence owners in 
this neighborhood.   

 Immediate improvements include the installation of a fenced PortaJohn and the 
placement of 2-3 foot of wire on the lower level of the existing perimeter fencing.   
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 2.9: WINTERS PIONEER PARK 

Introduction 

 

 

Site Size: approximately 2.1 acres 

Zoning District: Public 

Winter Pioneer Park property was 
donated to the town with the intent of 
using the land for public recreation. 
Located south of the fire station and west 
of the school, the park is little used or 
known as public property. The NW 
corner of the property may have an 
abandoned underground fuel or septic 
tank site.  

The 1980’s agreement indicates that ‘The 
purpose of these restrictions is to insure 
that the subject be used for recreation 
purposes…the Town of Grand Lake 
shall…have the responsibility of assuring that the restrictions are not violated…property shall be 
used only for user recreation purposes, such as, but not limited to, picnics, handball and 
racquetball, playgrounds, shuffleboard, swimming, saunas, hot tubs, tennis, cross-county skiing, 
snowmobiling, recreation vehicle sanitation disposal, baseball, basketball, card games, chess, 
checkers and meetings for public or non-profit organizations.”    
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The Town of Grand Lake has been using the east side of the parcel to store boulders, material 
and snow. The north side of the lot borders the Town of Grand Lake maintenance facilities. The 
parcel has a few small trees, tall grasses, and dirt piles. It is little used or maintained. 

Future Uses for the Park 

 The future use of this parcel should fulfill the donor’s intended recreational use of the 
parcel to the maximum fullest extent.  

 Signage installed in this area would allow the general public awareness that this parcel is 
public property and useable.   

 Proposed day-use activities could include adding a picnic table and a temporary (fenced) 
PortaJohn.  These would be temporary recreational amenities to ensure immediate use of 
the property. 

o The PortaJohn could be replaced by vault toilet in this location.   

 Grand County is recognized as a national leader in mountain 
bike recreation. A Mountain Bike Terrain Park can provide 
recreation for area teens and visitors at a low cost and 
minimal infrastructure. A Terrain Park using boulders and 
dirt on site can be temporary and easily removed if future 
development is planned. The park can consist of dirt ramps, 
log and rock features, and a circular dirt track.  

o Sol Vista ski area has a seasonal .5 acre Terrain Park 
at the base area which is well used by locals and 
visitors.  

 Parking should be developed in those sections currently used 
by the Town for boulder storage.  Boulder storage could still 
be utilized but placed in ways to define the separate uses of 
the park (parking, picnicking, biking, etc).   

 This parcel is also a potential alternative site for a Dog Park; please see Section 2.3 for 
Dog Park recommendations.   

Steps to Develop Future Uses 

 The Town should explore signage opportunities consistent as identified in this Plan, 
install a picnic table and place the fenced PortaJohn for immediate use, as identified in 
the aforementioned section. 

 The Town should work with the International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA) on 
the development of a Terrain Park.   

o Once a design for the Terrain Park is developed, the Town could utilize the 
expertise of the Public Works Department to move dirt and rocks with machinery.  

o The Town could utilize donated work from local contractors for tax donations.  



Town of Grand Lake - Parks, Open Space and Trails Master Plan 

Page 31 of 47 

SECTION 3: TRAILS 

 3.1: EXISTING TRAILS AND RECREATION 

This Section has been taken from the Town of Grand Lake’s 2006 Comprehensive Plan (Section 
2.2.4).  Where the Comprehensive Plan outlined a community goal, and that goal has been met, 
the goal has been omitted from this Section. 

Existing Trails 

Grand Lake has a plethora of trail opportunities for trail users from all walks of life.  Grand Lake 
is surrounded by Rocky Mountain National Park to the north, east, and south.  West of Town is 
Arapaho National Forest.  With the vast amounts of public land that surround Grand Lake come 
a number of regional and local trails.  Several of these trails connect directly to Grand Lake with 
trail heads located on the outskirts of Town.  One of the more significant trails that connects to 
and runs through the Town of Grand Lake is the Continental Divide Trail (CDT).   

The CDT is a 3,100 mile-trail traveling from Mexico and Canada through Montana, Idaho, 
Wyoming, Colorado and New Mexico.  70% of this trail is in existence today, and the entire trail 
will be completed by 2008.  The CDT travels directly through Grand Lake – the only 
incorporated town on the CDT trail, entering the town from the south, over the Jericho Bridge, 
traveling north through town in a zigzag pattern and then entering Rocky Mountain National 
Park. 

The Tonahutu Creek Trail follows the same path as the CDT, north of the Tonahutu Trailhead and 
into Rocky Mountain National Park.  Located directly adjacent to the Tonahutu trailhead is the 
North Inlet Trailhead.  The North Inlet Trail travels northeast from this trailhead into Rocky 
Mountain National Park where it links with several other trails, including the Tonahutu Creek 
Trail. 

The East Inlet Trail is another Rocky Mountain National Park Trail that runs into Grand Lake.  
This trail leaves town from the East Inlet Trailhead, which is located at the far eastern end of 
Portal Road.  The East Inlet Trail follows the East Inlet and ends at Spirit Lake, inside Rocky 
Mountain National Park.   

Another Rocky Mountain National Park trail, the east shore trail connects with the CDT south of 
Grand Lake, just east of Shadow Mountain Reservoir.  This trail travels along Shadow Mountain 
Reservoirs’ east shoreline and then spur trail, the Shadow Mountain trail climbs Shadow 
Mountain to the lookout tower located at 10,155 feet, overlooking the Town of Grand Lake.   

Within the Town of Grand Lake are two historic walking tours, which are sponsored by the 
Grand Lake Area Historical Society.  The two separate loops consist of the Main Beach Loop, 
which travels through Grand Lake’s commercial area, and the Old Grand Lake City Loop, which 
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runs through the Town’s oldest residential neighborhoods.  Each loop is slightly less than one 
mile in length.   

Trail User Groups 

 

Snowmobilers 

Voted the “Snowmobile Capital of Colorado,” Grand Lake has one of the largest snowmobile 
trail systems in the state.  Trails are specifically designated for snowmobiles.  Streets are also left 
snow packed in the winter to allow snowmobiles to travel through the Town with other vehicles.  
There are over 150 miles of groomer snowmobiles trails located around Grand Lake. 

Snowshoers 

Snowshoeing is a popular activity in Grand Lake.  During the winter, the Grand Lake Touring 
Center turns from golf course into a popular snowshoeing destination.  The area offers over 30 
kilometers of trails.  Showshoers also utilize many of the trails that begin in Grand Lake and 
travel into Rocky Mountain National Park. 

Skiers 

Many trails around Grand Lake are designated as ski trails in the winter.  Over 30 km. of tracked 
cross-country trails exist on the Grand Lake Touring Center and many more miles of trails are 
located outside of the Town boundary.  Sol Vista basin at Granby Ranch (Granby) and Winter 
Park resort (Winter Park) ski areas both attract many wintertime visitors to the Town of Grand 
Lake. 

4 Wheelers 

4 Wheelers in the Grand County area take advantage of old logging and mining roads.  There are 
over 100 miles of trails and roads located in Grand County that allow ATVs. 

Hikers 

Hiking is one of the most popular activities for locals and tourists in Grand Lake.  With the large 
number of trails in Rocky Mountain National Park and Arapaho National Forest, Grand Lake is a 
point of departure for many hikers to begin their journey. 

Bikers 

Grand County attracts a number of bicyclists, both road and mountain bikers.  Grand County 
offers numerous scenic highways and trails for road and mountain bicycling enthusiasts.  The 
Grand Lake Touring Center offers cyclists many trail-riding options.  Trail Ridge road within 
Rocky Mountain National Park challenges road cyclists with elevations over 12,000 feet.  With 
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plans to extend the Headwaters Trails Alliances’ (HTA) trail that runs from Winter Park via 
Granby to Grand Lake, Grand Lake may begin attracting a number of regional bicyclists.  In the 
Grand Lake area, there are over 80 miles of biking trails in the Arapaho National Forest.   

Horseback Riders 

A number of tourists participate in horseback riding, taking advantage of trails in Rocky 
Mountain National Park.  Sombrero Stables and the Grand Lake lodge offer a number of 
horseback riding tours.   

Missing Links to the Existing System 

The existing trail system in and around Grand Lake is extensive, but there are a few crucial gaps 
in the network.  By making two key trail connections, a continuous trail loop around both 
Shadow Mountain and Grand Lake can be created.  The two “missing teeth” in the lakes loop 
system are: 

 The connection between the East Inlet Trail on the east side of Grand Lake to the East Shore 
Trail 

 The connection from the East Shore Trail (further south), around the south side of Shadow 
Mountain Reservoir, back to Town Center.   

 
A continuous loop system around the lakes can be a regional draw for trail users, thus supporting 
local businesses by bringing more visitors/tax dollars into Town. Trail users can rent horses, 
bikes, skis, or snowshoes (dogsleds eventually) in Town for trail usage.  It is recommended that 
the loop be non-motorized to avoid wintertime trail user conflicts.  The trail connection between 
the East Inlet Trail and the East Shore/Continental Divide Trail will need to be closely 
coordinated with the National Park Service and Arapaho National Recreation Area.   

Visitors to the Grand Lake Lodge will be able to better negotiate day trips into the central 
business district with improved signage and trail connections.  Accessible trail routes would have 
to be evaluated and designed for accessibility.   

A pedestrian underpass is proposed under HWY 34 for safe access across the busy corridor.  The 
box culvert should accommodate horseback riders, snowmobilers and hiker/pedestrians.   

Additional trail connections that would link up important Town destinations are: 

 A trail along Grand Avenue and West Portal starting from the central business district to Lake 
Ave where the existing multi-use trail starts 

 A more defined and improved trail connection from the Grand Lake Lodge to West Portal 
Avenue – and ultimately into the central business district. A new directional sign on West 
Portal should direct trail users to both Garfield and Hancock (The Spitzmiller Trail) for 
routes to the central business district 

 A new trail connection on Patterson Street would take trail users from Garfield, west to the 
proposed Highway 34 pedestrian underpass  
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 Trail signage from Hancock Street to West Portal via Grand Avenue is proposed for a short 
term trail connection to the East Inlet Trail 

 A trail connection from West Portal starting at Garfield heading east along West Portal to the 
East Inlet Tail is proposed (Propose a long term trail connection) 

 
2006 Comprehensive Plan Action Items 

Action 4.14: Town planner to work with the Headwaters Trail Alliance to evaluate alignments 
and feasibility of all proposed trail connections outlined in the Comprehensive Plan. Also to be 
discussed with the Headwaters group is the eventual inclusion of the Grand Lake trail system 
into the “Fraser to Granby Trail” network. 

Action 4.15: Town planner to contract with Civil Engineering Company to evaluate the cost, 
feasibility and alignment of the proposed pedestrian underpass (box culvert style) at the northern 
Town boundary.   

Action 4.16: Town planner to closely coordinate proposed trail connections with the National 
Park Service on linking the East Inlet Trail and the East Shore / Continental Divide Trails.   

Action 4.17: Town planner to work with landscape architects to establish Town trail signage that 
works for way finding from West Portal and are designed in the same style as the Town entry 
monuments.  

Action 4.18: Town manager to discuss concept of themed transportation between the Grand Lake 
Lodge and the Town with the Lodge proprietors. If concept is deemed worthwhile, Town planner 
to work with landscape architects / planners to locate and design trail connections for 
accessibility from Grand Lake Lodge to the central business district. 

Action 4.19: Town planner to discuss Spitzmiller trail entry monuments with Tom Clarke 
(homeowner / architect) to evaluate using comparable scale and materials for trail signage, as 
proposed for Grand Lake central business district entry monuments, to ensure signage design 
consistency. 
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 3.2: PROPOSED IN-TOWN TRAIL NETWORK 

 

While the Town continues to work on regional connectivity, there are numerous in-town trails 
that could be developed at a relatively low cost.  These trails would not only support community 

goals of connecting local landmarks and destinations but 
would also enable visitors to enjoy scenic walks and hikes 
throughout the Town’s incorporated limits.   

The proposed trail system would be signed with routered posts 
along the route.  Posts would be fashioned with a colored band 
(indicating the trail route) as well as uses along the trail.  Trail 
uses change at varies points (such as when a trail leads to areas 
where dogs are not allowed), the signed uses may be changed 
at the various points along the route.  
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 3.2.1: Orange Trail 

Short Description 

The Orange Trail is an easy walk from the Town Center Park of Grand Lake via the 
Downtown business district to the Tonahutu River through a residential area to the 
beautiful Lake Front Park with vistas of Mt. Craig. 

 

Long Description 

Starting at Grand Lake Town Park on Garfield Street and Grand Ave. head East on the 
Boardwalk through historic Downtown Grand Lake (shopping is permitted and 
encouraged along the way).Cross at Hancock St. onto a gravel road past some cute little 
cabins that lead to the River. Rest a spell on the benches (one on either side of the river) 
and enjoy the music of the river. Head south on Lake Court through a residential area 
with access to the beach. Take the roadway to Grand Lake, the Largest Natural Lake in 
Colorado. Walk along the beach front and dip your toes in the icy cold waters past the 
Kaufman House Museum. Head towards the boat docks or drop in for a pick-up game of 
beach volley ball. Head West on the trail to the town Gazebo for a moment of solitude 
while taking in the majestic Mt. Craig jutting out of the lake. Head up the trail behind the 
condos to Ellsworth St. and on to Grand Av then head East on the boardwalk for more 
shopping. Return to Town Square Park. 

User Ability:  Recommended for all Users 

Difficulty: Easy  

Mileage: 1.15 Miles (One-Way) 
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Roundtrip Walking Time: 20 minutes 

Route Description  

Head east from town square past downtown shops cross Hancock Street to Tonahutu 
river head south on lake court to go to Lake Ave to beach front walk along shore line to 
Ellsworth street head east on Grand Ave to Town Square Park. 

Posts Needed: 6-8 

Steps for Development: As it exists solely on the public right of way, once posts are installed, 
there are no improvements that need to occur for use.  The Town may want to consider outlined 
recommendations for Lakeside Park for enhancement and beautification to make this walk even 
more enjoyable.   
 

 3.2.2: Yellow Trail 

Short Description  

The Yellow Trail is a future trail starting from Town Square and following the Patterson 
Street right-of-way to the Grand Lake Lodge and Thomasson Park. The trail has 
wonderful views of Mount Baldy, Grand Lake, Shadow Mountain Lake and the Vasquez 
Mountain Range.  

 

Long Description  

Starting from Town Square, the future trail will follow Garfield Street north to the 
Patterson Street right-of-way where a single track trail begins heading west through the 
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forest. The trail continues west and crosses West Portal Road (Tunnel Road) and climbs 
steady following the power lines along the hill. At this point of the trail, views of Mount 
Baldy, Grand Lake, Shadow Mountain Lake and the Vasquez Mountain Range come into 
view. This is an excellent place to take a rest and enjoy the scenery. The trail begins to 
descend for a short distance prior to beginning another steep climb up the hillside to 
where the right-of-way is developed as a dirt road. From here the trail follows the 
roadway for a short distance and then again becomes a single track trail along the power 
lines. The trail leads to the Grand Lake Lodge or to Thomasson Park, Rocky Mountain 
National Park or the Grand Lake Metro Recreation District.  

User Ability:  Trail recommended for experienced Hikers and Bikers 

Difficulty:  Expert users with elevation gains of approximately 300’ 

Mileage: 1.2 Miles (One-Way) 

Roundtrip Walking Time: 1 hour (plus time enjoying the vistas) 

Route Description  

This trail has not been established and therefore a route Description is not available. This 
trail will lead from the Town Square to the Grand Lake Lodge, Thomasson Park and 
Rocky Mountain National Park using the Patterson Street right-of-way. The Town may 
need to acquire an easement from the Grand Lake Lodge in order to construct a portion of 
the trail due to topography constraints within the right-of-way.  

Post Needed: Unknown At This Time (To be determined with Trail Planning/Construction) 

Steps for Development:  This trail will require connectivity from West Portal Road to the 
Patterson Street Right of Way.  The trail will be designed with switch backs to traverse up the 
steep slope.   
Once the trail has reached the Patterson Street Right of Way, the land levels out an a trail will 
need to be cut and surfaced to Thomasson Park.  Once in Thoamsson Park, the trail will meet up 
with the existing trail system.   

 

 3.2.3: Green Trail 

Short Description 

The Green Trail is a strenuous 1.6 mile hike from downtown to the West Portal Town 
Park. This rolling trail follows a dirt road above the north shore of Grand Lake to access 
waterfront picnic tables or the trailhead to Adams Falls in Rocky Mountain National Park 
(RMNP). This trail has views the entire way and works well for hikers, dogs, and bikes.  
(Please Note: Dogs and Bicycles are not allowed in RMNP). 
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Long Description 

This is an ideal 3-4 hour (allotting for time for picnicking, side hikes and/or rest) hike 
with views, sun, and water access. From downtown follow historic Grand Avenue due 
east. Grand Avenue becomes a dirt road and continues east for 1.2 miles on hilly terrain. 
Continue east for .4 miles along paved West Portal Road to the town park. This park 
offers lake access, picnic tables, a boat launch, sandy beach, and nice views to the west of 
mountains behind Grand Lake. The park is the site of the Adams Tunnel which delivers 
west slope water to the east. Interpretive exhibits describe the Big Thompson Water 
Project. The road continues 100 yards beyond the waterfront to The East Inlet Trailhead 
of Rocky Mountain National Park. This trailhead has restrooms and free access to 
RMNP’s trail system. Adams Falls is a .5 mile hike up the trail. Return to Grand Lake the 
same route. 

 

User Ability:  Trail Recommended for Hikers, Bikers and Dogs 

Difficulty: Strenuous with rolling hills 

Mileage: 1.6 Miles (One-Way) 

Roundtrip Walking Time: 1 hour each way, extra time for a waterfront picnic or hike to Adams 
Falls. 

Route Description 

From Town Square Park follow Grand Avenue east for 2 blocks to a T intersection, left 
for 100 feet, then right and east again on Grand Avenue as it turns to a dirt road. Follow 
green posts and the main road east for 1.2 miles, as it rolls over small hills and through 
historic neighborhoods with constant views of Grand Lake below. After 1 mile Grand 
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Avenue climbs up to left and joins the paved West Portal Road. Follow the shoulder of 
the pavement east for .4 miles to the West Portal Town Park with water access and picnic 
tables. 

Side Trip 

Continue on West Portal Road for 100 yards to the East Inlet trailhead of Rocky 
Mountain National Park. Restrooms and trash cans are at the trailhead but no water. Take 
a gentle climbing hike .5 miles to Adams Falls or continue to pristine mountain meadows 
where moose are often seen. The East Inlet trail continues up and over the Continental 
Divide to Estes Park. No RMNP entry fee needed for day hikes from this trailhead. 

Posts Needed: 10 

Steps for Development:  As it exists solely on the public right of way, once posts are installed, 
there are no improvements that need to occur for use.  The Town may want to consider 
enhancement and beautification opportunities (such as benches along the route to take in scenic 
lake views) to make this walk even more enjoyable.   
 

 3.2.4: Blue Trail 

 

Short Description  

The Blue Trail is a short loop starting from the Visitor’s that winds through immaculate 
wetlands with great views of Mount Baldy, Grand Lake, Shadow Mountain Lake and 
Byers Peak.  
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Long Description  

Starting from the Visitor’s Center the trail follows Columbine Creek on a level woodchip 
trail to Thomasson Park.  The trail continues along a large wetland where moose are often 
found munching on willows and enjoying the seclusion that comes with the Park.  The 
trail turns north onto a single track trail that climbs toward the ridge with views of the 
surrounding peaks becoming available.  Follow the single track trail to where the trail 
turns south and follows Walden Street (developed road) for a short distance and then back 
to a single track trail where views of Mount Baldy, Grand Lake, Shadow Mountain Lake 
and Byers Peak come into view.  Take a seat on one of the many rocks to enjoy the view.  
From there the trail descends through a series of switchbacks to Lake Avenue, turn east 
and head down Lake Avenue and back to the woodchip trail, follow it back to the 
Visitor’s Center.     

User Ability:  Trail recommended for hikers and experienced bikers 

Difficulty: Moderate with elevation gains of approximately 100’  

Mileage: 1.06 Miles 

Roundtrip Walking Time: 30 minutes (plus time enjoying the vistas) 

 
Route Description 

This trip will follow the hiking posts that have the blue ring.  Start from the Visitor’s 
Center and go north on the woodchip trail along the highway.  The trail continues along 
the woodchip trail and enters Thomasson Park where the trail crosses Columbine Creek 
and starts heading west.  Look for the single track trail that is north (right) of the 
woodchip trail and follow it up the hill towards the top of the ridge.   

Side Trip 

From the top of the ridge a side trip can be made to the Grand Lake Lodge by continuing 
north on the single track trail. 

Continue climbing a short distance until you’re at the top of the ridge, then turn east 
(right) and continue to climb adjacent to the fence.  Where the fence turns south (right) 
follow the single track trail to the developed road and continue straight (south).  The trail 
turns back into a single track trail and follows a ridge into a clearing where views of 
Grand Lake, Mount Baldy, Shadow Mountain Lake and Byers Peak are visible.  Take 
time to enjoy the view, you’re at the highest point of the trail.  After soaking in all the 
views start the descent through a series of switchbacks toward a developed roadway 
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(Lake Avenue), turn east (left) and follow it downhill till the woodchip trail reappears.  
Follow the trail west (right) and climb slightly up hill back to the Visitor’s Center.   

Posts Needed: 10  

Steps for Development: This trail is predominately constructed.  Once posts are installed, the 
Town may want to look into options for improving the existing trail (widening, resurfacing, etc).   

 

 3.2.5: Purple Trail 

Description 

The Purple Trail beings in downtown at the Town Square and connects to Rocky 
Mountain National Park.  At Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP) you are at the 
Tonahutu Creek Trail head which continues to RMNP’s visitor center or Big Meadow’s 
and beyond.  RMNP visitor is approximately ½ miles from the town square.  The purple 
trail is .56 mi. one way.  The North inlet trail system also begins at the Tonahutu Creek 
Trail Head. 

User Ability:  Recommended for Hikers, Bikers, & Snowshoers (Please Note: Rocky Mountain 
National Trail system adjoins the purple trail which only allows for Hikers, Snoeshoers & 
Skiers) 

 

Difficulty: Mild to moderate as elevation inclines are present 

Mileage: .5 miles to RMNP 

Roundtrip Walking Time: 30 Minutes 
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Route Description 

This trip will follow the hiking posts that have the purple ring.  Start at Town Square 
Park, head East on Grand Avenue.  Turn North (left) on Hancock, go to the end of the 
road.  The purple trail continues up a steep hill with two benches located on the hill.  This 
is a great view point of Grand Lake.  At the top of the hill you will cross West Portal 
Road (Tunnel Road) and continue North on a dirt road CR 663.  You will reach the end of 
the purple trail and access the Tonahutu & North Inlet Trail System. 

This is a connector trail and it is best to park at Town Square due to limited parking at the 
Tonahutu and the North Inlet Trail Head.   

Posts Needed:  Maximum of 4 

Future Plans for Development 

In the event the Town annexes the property West of CR 663 there should be an easement 
secured that would move trail users from the road to the easement.     

Steps for Development: As it exists solely on the public right of way, once posts are installed, 
there are no improvements that need to occur for use.  The Town may want to consider 
enhancement and beautification to make this walk even more enjoyable.   

 

 3.2.6: Red Trail 

Description  

The Red Trail begins in downtown at the Town Square Park and goes to Mt. Craig Park 
and Point Park and back to downtown.  Mt. Craig Parkis a very small lake shore park 
with two benches, a portable toilet and great view of Baldy.  Point Park is another lake 
shore park with a heated flush toilet, covered picnic tables, handicapped accessible 
fishing platforms and great views of the lake and mountains.  Side trips can take the user 
from Point Park along the lake and out to Jericho Road. This first option goes past the 
Hilltop boat launch area, across the Rainbow bridge and back to Point Park.   

Option 2 goes from Point Park, along the lake and out to Jericho Road.  Turn right on 
Jericho Road for .4 miles to the East Shore Trailhead which leads onto the Forest Service 
and Rocky Mountain National Park trail.     

User Ability:  Trail recommended for hikers, bikers, strollers, fishermen,  
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Difficulty: Easy (Flat Terrain Along Town Street System)  

Mileage: 2 Miles (Roundtrip) 

Roundtrip Walking Time: 1 Hour  

Route Description 

This trip will follow the hiking posts that have the red ring.  Start at Town Square Park in 
downtown Grand Lake.  Go west on Grand Avenue and take a left (south)on Ellsworth (4 
minutes).   Go for one short block and take a right (west) on Lake and then a quick left 
and right while staying on Lake (4 minutes).  Turn left (south) on Cairns and go past the 
historic homes to Mt. Craig park (2 Minutes).  (Visit the park for its great lake shore 
views).  Continue down Cairns, take a left (east) on Shadow Mountain Lane and then a 
quick right (south) into Point Park. (5 minutes). Return to Town Square Park (20 
minutes). 

Option 1: 

Go over the channel on the bridge and south along the lake shore trail for one block.  
Turn right on Main Street for 3 blocks to Jericho Road.  (8 minutes). Take a right on 
Jericho past the Hilltop boat  launch area and over the Rainbow Bridge.  Take a right on 
Lakeside Drive back to Point Park.  (5 minutes).  Return to down town (15 minutes). 

Option 2: 

Go over the channel on the bridge and south along the lake shore trail for one block.  
Turn right on Main Street for 3 blocks to Jericho Road.  (8 minutes).  Take a left (south) 
and wlk along the edge of Jericho Road for .4 miles to the intersection.  Take a left for 
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100 yards and into the East Shore Trail parking lot on the right side of the road (10 
minutes).  (This trail goes into onto National Forest for .8 miles and then into Rocky 
Mountain National Park.)  From the trailhead return to downtown (30 minutes). 

Posts Needed: 12 (main trail), 8 (optional trails) 

Steps for Development: The Town may want to consider a pathway paralleling Cairns Avenue.  
If this is considered, the Town will need to construct a new trail along this route and account for 
the existing drainage in this area.  This trail should be surfaced with a natural material.   
 

For the development of Option #2, the Town will need to have title work done on the adjacent 
parcels and then work with Grand County to ensure coordination and cooperation of the 
development of this Grand County Right of Way.   
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SECTION 4: FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

The improvements proposed in the Parks, Trails and Open Space plan range from minor 
improvements such as adding or removing a sign to major development like the creation of an 
amphitheater.  The improvements will require capital funds be set aside by the Town to fund such 
ideas and maintain them after construction.   

The Committee has reviewed several alternatives to fund the improvements identified in the 
plan: 

7% Land Dedication 

The Town currently receives a 7% land dedication fee when property is subdivided.  This fee is 
to be used for public improvements, such as the development of public open space, parks and 
other public uses.  This fee, as well as all other funds obtained for the purposes and scope 
outlined in this plan, should be placed in a separate account and used strictly for parks, trails and 
open space development, acquisition and maintenance throughout the Town.  Park development 
and maintenance are both important but currently the Town is need of more park development 
than anything, so it is recommended that the fund be established with 75% being used for 
development and acquisition and 25% being used for maintenance.   Having a secure fund that is 
paid for through land development would allow for matching grant opportunities and ensure 
upkeep and continuance of our parks, open space and trails for future generations. 

Grants 

Grants should be actively sought after to secure funds for capital projects such as a dog park, 
amphitheater, trail development, etc…  As a local government, the Town has several 
organizations where grants can be obtained from.  A few of the most popular include Great 
Outdoors Colorado and Colorado State Parks.  Private grants such as Pepsi Refresh Grant could 
be obtained from corporations.  

Real Estate Transfer Taxes 

Real Estate Transfer Taxes can utilized when an annexation or planned development is proposed, 
the Town may have an option to request a developer provide a Real Estate Transfer Assessment 
on the property.  The assessment, which would be a recurring fund, could be used for park 
development, trail improvements, etc…  

Private Donations 

The Town should seek private donations from members of the community.  Incentives could be 
offered such as naming rights for donated buildings, trail construction and park improvements.   

Private Foundations 

The Town could seek funds from private foundations such as Grand Foundation, Sprout 
Foundation, Rotary Club, Pet Pals and other foundations and organizations.   
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Taxes 

The Town could consider a lodging tax, additional sales tax or additional property tax to be used 
for park development similar to other resort communities. 

Partnerships 

The Town should continue to pursue partnerships with HTA and the Grand Lake Metro 
Recreation District (GLMRD) to further the actions identified in this plan.   

Miscellaneous Opportunities  

There are other possibilities for funding and this section should be updated as those ideas are 
discovered.    
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Never Sometimes Often
Response 

Count
82 18 11 111
73 24 14 111
87 16 8 111
75 30 6 111
53 41 19 113
3 28 89 120
5 32 81 118
45 40 25 110
51 32 23 106
25 57 36 118
28 49 38 115
29 40 45 114
24 42 45 111
38 34 40 112
70 16 24 110
56 44 10 110
26 56 32 114
41 40 29 110
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If Grand Lake is your primary residence, which sports/recreational amenities and uses do you currently 
utilize/enjoy in the Grand Lake area and how often?
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Sometimes Never Often
Response 

Count
18 52 3 73
11 56 4 71
5 64 2 71
18 53 3 74
31 27 21 79
26 3 62 91
21 2 65 88
34 24 21 79
25 30 19 74
40 12 28 80
29 18 29 76
24 20 34 78
33 17 26 76
22 32 19 73
18 48 7 73
30 39 3 72
35 14 29 78
32 32 12 76

93
115

Golfing

Swimming

Snowshoeing

Snowmobiling

Walking

answered question

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Cross-Country Skiing

Baseball

Horseback riding

Mountain Biking

Answer Options

Boating (Non-Motorized)

Basketball

ATV/Dirt Bike riding

Hiking

skipped question

If Grand Lake is not your primary residence, which sports/recreational amenities and uses do you currently 
utilize/enjoy in the Grand Lake area and how often?

Boating (Motorized)

Tennis

Fishing

Road Biking

Volleyball

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100

Vo
lle

yb
al

l

Ba
sk

et
ba

ll

Ba
se

ba
ll

Te
nn

is

G
ol

fin
g

W
al

ki
ng

H
ik

in
g

M
ou

nt
ai

n 
Bi

ki
ng

Ro
ad

 B
ik

in
g

Sn
ow

sh
oe

in
g

Cr
os

s-
Co

un
tr

y …

Bo
at

in
g …

Bo
at

in
g 

(N
on

-…

Sn
ow

m
ob

ili
ng

AT
V/

D
irt

 B
ik

e …

H
or

se
ba

ck
 …

Fi
sh

in
g

Sw
im

m
in

g

If Grand Lake is not your primary residence, which 
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

36.1% 73
63.9% 129

202
6

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Would you utilize a fully fenced Dog Park in the Town of Grand Lake?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Would you utilize a fully fenced Dog Park in the Town of Grand Lake?

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

38.1% 32
36.9% 31
17.9% 15
7.1% 6

84
124

How often would you utilize a fully-fenced Dog Park?

Every Day

Once Monthly

skipped question

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Every-Other Day

Answer Options

answered question

Once Weekly

How often would you utilize a fully-fenced Dog Park?

Once Monthly

Once Weekly

Every-Other Day

Every Day



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

15.8% 32
84.2% 170

202
6

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Would you utilize a Skateboard Park in the Town of Grand Lake?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Would you utilize a Skateboard Park in the Town of Grand Lake?

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

41.0% 16
38.5% 15
12.8% 5
7.7% 3

39
169

How often would you utilize a Skateboard Park?

Every Day

Once Monthly

skipped question

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Every-Other Day

Answer Options

answered question

Once Weekly

How often would you utilize a Skateboard Park?

Once Monthly

Once Weekly

Every-Other Day

Every Day



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

26.2% 53
73.8% 149

202
6

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Would you utilize a Terrain Park (for Mountain and BMX bikes) in the Town of 
Grand Lake? 

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Would you utilize a Terrain Park (for Mountain and BMX bikes) in the 
Town of Grand Lake? 

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

51.7% 30
34.5% 20
10.3% 6
3.4% 2

58
150

How often would you utilize a Terrain Park (for Mountain and BMX bikes)?

Every Day

Once Monthly

skipped question

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Every-Other Day

Answer Options

answered question

Once Weekly

How often would you utilize a Terrain Park (for Mountain and BMX 
bikes)?

Once Monthly

Once Weekly

Every-Other Day

Every Day



Dog Park
Skateboard 

Park
Terrain Park

Response 
Count

118 22 62 202
40 80 82 202
44 100 58 202

202
6skipped question

Second

Please rank the following parks in order of preference.

answered question

First

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Third

Answer Options
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I would not 
use it.

Maybe I 
would use it.

I would use it 
but it is not a 

i i

I would use it 
occassionally.

I would love 
to use it.

Response 
Count

95 38 25 27 12 197
50 56 40 37 14 197
118 34 22 8 7 189

197
11skipped question

Horseshoe Pits

Please rate the following on your amount of use.

answered question

Volleyball Courts

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Four Square

Answer Options

200
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Please rate the following on your amount of use.

I would not use it.

Maybe I would use it.
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I would use it but it is not a 
priority.

I would use it occassionally.

I would love to use it.



Volleyball 
Courts

Horseshoe 
Pits

Four Square
Response 

Count
69 102 5 176
74 64 38 176
35 12 131 178

178
30skipped question

Second

Please rank the following recreational amenities in order of preference.

answered question

First

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Third

Answer Options
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Response 
Count

106
106
102

Number Response Date
Response 
Text

1 Nov 16, 2009 9:22 PM     field set up for football and/or soccertown swimming pool and/or recreation facilityhandball/raquetball courts
2 Nov 16, 2009 9:30 PM non-motorized boat docking
3 Nov 16, 2009 10:15 PM A skateboard park (extremely popular and well used in other Grand County towns)
4 Nov 16, 2009 11:10 PM Recreation center for children and adults. Dog Park behind Town Shop would be great or possibly a skate park for youngsters.
5 Nov 16, 2009 11:30 PM Mountain bike trails
6 Nov 17, 2009 4:24 AM better access from downtown to public land trails, both for hiking and biking
7 Nov 17, 2009 5:24 PM walking paths
8 Nov 17, 2009 5:26 PM dog park, trails for walking dogs
9 Nov 17, 2009 5:31 PM skatepark

10 Nov 17, 2009 6:08 PM Outdoor swimming, recreation center with pool, dog park,
11 Nov 17, 2009 6:14 PM Swimming - my kids would love to swim more often and in the winter.
12 Nov 17, 2009 6:31 PM more mtn biking trails that are not used by motorized vehicles
13 Nov 17, 2009 6:32 PM softball field
14 Nov 17, 2009 6:49 PM Indoor Pool and Gym, Soccer Field, Movie Theatre.
15 Nov 17, 2009 6:52 PM This is a tourist area.  I do not use recreational amenities.
16 Nov 17, 2009 7:10 PM walks near the lakes
17 Nov 17, 2009 7:48 PM Swimming Pool
18 Nov 17, 2009 8:02 PM

19 Nov 17, 2009 8:03 PM More open green space.  The Town parks gets pretty cramped and Triangle park is too dangerous.
20 Nov 17, 2009 8:14 PM softball field soccer field
21 Nov 17, 2009 9:27 PM Develop and publicize ice skating in the park.   Develop at least one ice hockey court.
22 Nov 17, 2009 9:28 PM Public swimming pool, indoor ice rink, small rec center
23 Nov 17, 2009 10:49 PM Rock Climbing
24 Nov 17, 2009 11:54 PM

The area by the town boat dock should be a pedestrian area this would enhance the beauty of the lake front and make it more 
accessible to walking and tourist attraction

organized mountain bike or road rides in the summer months for visitors and residents--pick-up volleyball games at a 
scheduled time would be popular with visitors--

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open 
Space and Trail System

What sports / recreational uses and ammenities is 
the Town lacking?

Answer Options

answered question
skipped question



25 Nov 18, 2009 12:40 AM Movie Theatre
26 Nov 18, 2009 3:25 AM Recreation Center - but this would be expensive
27 Nov 18, 2009 4:43 AM tennis, rec center,pool
28 Nov 18, 2009 12:23 PM More boating lessons for non-yacht club members, more triathlon/marathon/5K races, more cycling events/races
29 Nov 18, 2009 4:10 PM     Softball fieldMountain bike trailsDog walking trails
30 Nov 18, 2009 4:31 PM Although I probably wouldn't use it personally, a skate or BMX park would be great for the youth in the area.
31 Nov 18, 2009 4:42 PM Tennis courts
32 Nov 18, 2009 6:26 PM Activities for children
33 Nov 18, 2009 9:14 PM tennis courts
34 Nov 18, 2009 9:39 PM nothing
35 Nov 18, 2009 11:45 PM We are pritty active
36 Nov 19, 2009 3:08 AM bike/walking trails like in WP/Fraser
37 Nov 19, 2009 2:45 PM There is no swimming or water park in Grand Lake - the town needs something like this that is winter/summer
38 Nov 19, 2009 5:12 PM Hicking trail around Grand Lake
39 Nov 19, 2009 5:17 PM Additional open park space for picnicing.
40 Nov 19, 2009 6:24 PM A walk around Grand Lake.
41 Nov 19, 2009 11:11 PM tennis courts,  rec center with workout facilties
42 Nov 19, 2009 11:52 PM fitness center
43 Nov 20, 2009 12:00 AM Bike friendly paths.
44 Nov 20, 2009 12:27 AM

45 Nov 20, 2009 2:01 AM Bike Trails
46 Nov 20, 2009 3:48 PM Swimming lessons
47 Nov 20, 2009 4:07 PM Better & more directional signage for Adams Falls, trails, boat rentals, etc.
48 Nov 20, 2009 5:02 PM Recreation Center with swimming pool
49 Nov 20, 2009 5:24 PM Cross Country ski trails and Bike trails
50 Nov 20, 2009 5:48 PM general biking trails
51 Nov 20, 2009 6:41 PM Dog Park
52 Nov 20, 2009 6:48 PM common sense
53 Nov 20, 2009 7:07 PM larger grass park for soccer, kickball, softball....
54 Nov 20, 2009 9:05 PM none
55 Nov 20, 2009 10:39 PM walking/cc skiing trail around the whole lake
56 Nov 20, 2009 11:03 PM trails
57 Nov 21, 2009 1:27 AM bike path, couples' dance classes
58 Nov 21, 2009 1:55 AM

59 Nov 21, 2009 3:42 AM nice ice rink
60 Nov 21, 2009 4:49 PM Bike paths

I really don't know.  All of my needs are fulfilled, especially with the extensive hiking and biking trails around Grand Lake, as 
well as the fishing, swimming and boating opportunities.  Also, I know the Fraser Rec District has a climbing wall in their 

Racquet Ball. Even though Soda Springs has a court, only members are allowed to use the courts. I don't know if the new 
Fraser Rec. center has racquet ball, however even if they did, it is too far away.



61 Nov 21, 2009 6:54 PM

62 Nov 21, 2009 8:09 PM What about a climbing wall somewhere in town?  I would really like to see a terrain/skate park in the area for our kids!
63 Nov 22, 2009 12:42 AM Tennis courts.
64 Nov 22, 2009 4:51 PM none
65 Nov 22, 2009 9:38 PM Skate park , terrain park only town that does not provide this for the public
66 Nov 23, 2009 5:24 AM trails
67 Nov 23, 2009 1:52 PM Better snowmobile trails out of town, horseshoes, Frisbee golf
68 Nov 23, 2009 5:38 PM X-Country Skiing
69 Nov 23, 2009 7:46 PM Indoor tennis / racketball
70 Nov 24, 2009 5:30 PM small sailboats for rent
71 Nov 24, 2009 8:57 PM small baseball diamond
72 Nov 24, 2009 10:45 PM

73 Nov 25, 2009 10:07 PM walking trails
74 Nov 27, 2009 11:28 PM Ice skating
75 Nov 28, 2009 8:18 PM If the town would put in a dog park, will you also keep it cleaned up?  I don't think a dog park is good idea.
76 Nov 28, 2009 8:55 PM We're constantly asked where the trail around the Lake is. Where is it?
77 Nov 29, 2009 6:38 PM HIKING TRAILS FOR DOGS
78 Nov 29, 2009 9:03 PM Something geared for people as they get older and can't be as active.
79 Dec 1, 2009 4:04 AM

80 Dec 3, 2009 6:23 PM more parking, more bathrooms
81 Dec 3, 2009 8:28 PM walking trail around the lake; walking trails that are off the side of the roads
82 Dec 3, 2009 10:33 PM hiking trail around the lake
83 Dec 4, 2009 5:47 AM

84 Dec 4, 2009 7:11 PM Trail around the lake
85 Dec 7, 2009 3:24 PM A cardio fitness center
86 Dec 7, 2009 7:38 PM indoor exercise facility
87 Dec 8, 2009 10:46 PM None
88 Dec 9, 2009 5:26 AM I must admit I enjoy the town just the way it is....
89 Dec 9, 2009 12:46 PM Dog park
90 Dec 9, 2009 6:32 PM Things are fine as far as I'm concerned.
91 Dec 9, 2009 7:08 PM Nothing
92 Dec 9, 2009 8:11 PM   Swimming Pool Year-round {heated}use for lap swims and recreation
93 Dec 10, 2009 2:47 AM skate park at the park behind the town shop

1.)Better support for snowmobiling.... This has been declining for the past 20 yrs.! yet it brings in revenue in the winter 
months.... Go fig.! Hence why in the 70's and 80's it ranked in the top 5 place in the nation to ride! Now it doesn't rank in the 

 top 50!!! 

 birdwatching -- seriously -- where are the bird boxes?
(Why do I need to go to town for recreation when there's the big out-of-doors?!?)

Based on a budget that is somewhat depleted, i am sure a recreation center is not realistic.  However,  if the old library will be 
vacant soon, it may be possible for the building to serve as a work out facility. Used equipment amy be obtained to reduce the 

Arobic work out room with weights - a pool would be great but I can see that it might cost too much.  Perhaps the town could 
pay a fee to the motel to keep the pool open all year and then residents could pay a fee to use.



94 Dec 10, 2009 2:46 PM A full season motorized trail from Grand Lake to the National Forest.
95 Dec 11, 2009 12:32 AM

96 Dec 13, 2009 7:51 PM A proper snowmobile trail in and out of town.
97 Dec 15, 2009 8:56 PM I would like a running court.
98 Dec 15, 2009 8:59 PM They are laking  Movie Theaters.
99 Dec 15, 2009 9:01 PM skateboard park

100 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM I would like a swimming pool and more trails to hike.
101 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM Bumper boats!
102 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM They are laking bumper boats!
103 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM bumper boats
104 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM Bumper boats and bumper cars and I think it is missing tennis and volleyball courts!!!
105 Dec 15, 2009 9:05 PM They are lacking bumper boats!
106 Dec 15, 2009 9:06 PM bumper boats

Need to spend more time/resources improving the "Town Trail" for snowmobiles. Work on finding a new route for the "Town 
Trail" that would also accommodate ATV's and dirt bikes.



Response 
Count

88
88

120

Number Response Date
Response 
Text

1 Nov 16, 2009 9:22 PM   sandy area could have established horseshoe pitsstationary bbq grills near beach
2 Nov 16, 2009 10:15 PM None
3 Nov 16, 2009 10:32 PM "parking" for canoes/kayaks
4 Nov 16, 2009 11:08 PM Hockey rink with skate and stick rentals
5 Nov 16, 2009 11:10 PM

6 Nov 17, 2009 4:24 AM more lawn, extended boardwalk to encourage walking
7 Nov 17, 2009 5:24 PM overnight boat docking
8 Nov 17, 2009 5:26 PM more of our festivals should be held lakefront. More picnic tables and bench seating
9 Nov 17, 2009 6:08 PM umbrellas, high quality tables, clean sand

10 Nov 17, 2009 6:13 PM A GOOD WINTER ICE RINK LARGE ENOUGH FOR HOCKEY
11 Nov 17, 2009 6:14 PM none
12 Nov 17, 2009 6:32 PM boat slip rentals
13 Nov 17, 2009 6:49 PM Water Fountain or artifical Brook
14 Nov 17, 2009 6:52 PM None
15 Nov 17, 2009 7:48 PM Skate Park
16 Nov 17, 2009 8:03 PM

17 Nov 17, 2009 9:07 PM Resturants
18 Nov 17, 2009 9:27 PM Moored swimming dock for teenagers that they can swim out to and lounge on.
19 Nov 17, 2009 9:28 PM none
20 Nov 17, 2009 10:49 PM Loved the music/church by the lake you had this summer.  More of that would be GREAT!
21 Nov 17, 2009 10:51 PM play ground
22 Nov 17, 2009 10:55 PM More picnic tables, some with shade.
23 Nov 18, 2009 12:40 AM Street vendors - mobile carts would be fun to have in the summer...

Trash cans in the winter. It's sad that a trash can has to be considered an extra amenity. Something nice should be 
done with the open space in front of Western Riv. It's deplorable now. This would be an awesome opportunity to 

showcase this town.

Traffice -- get rid of it.  Route the traffic back up Park Ave.  Think safety and the potential amenities to could head 
down to the water.

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space 
and Trail System

What amenities is the Lakefront Park lacking?

Answer Options

answered question
skipped question



24 Nov 18, 2009 4:43 AM bocce ball
25 Nov 18, 2009 12:23 PM

26 Nov 18, 2009 3:05 PM With tree removal, I think that more covered and shaded picnic spots would be nice.
27 Nov 18, 2009 4:10 PM volleyball with beach sand not gravel
28 Nov 18, 2009 4:31 PM It should be closed to traffic from May to October to make it more pedestrian friendly
29 Nov 18, 2009 6:26 PM playground
30 Nov 18, 2009 9:39 PM nothing
31 Nov 18, 2009 11:45 PM Night time activities lke an out door fire pit in the beach.
32 Nov 19, 2009 2:45 PM a true swimming pool - and we would pay to use it.
33 Nov 19, 2009 5:17 PM   Additional picnic tables for the crowded summer weekends.Bumper boats at the marina
34 Nov 20, 2009 12:00 AM Vollyball
35 Nov 20, 2009 12:27 AM

36 Nov 20, 2009 1:46 AM

37 Nov 20, 2009 2:40 AM

38 Nov 20, 2009 4:07 PM Childrens' play equipment
39 Nov 20, 2009 5:02 PM Nothing; it is beautiful!
40 Nov 20, 2009 5:24 PM None
41 Nov 20, 2009 5:28 PM An amplitheatre / fixed infrastructure for events
42 Nov 20, 2009 5:48 PM parking, a few more benches, fire pit
43 Nov 20, 2009 6:48 PM nothing
44 Nov 20, 2009 8:12 PM space - places to sit
45 Nov 20, 2009 9:05 PM none
46 Nov 20, 2009 11:03 PM natural beach
47 Nov 21, 2009 1:27 AM umbrellas for shade,
48 Nov 21, 2009 1:55 AM None.
49 Nov 21, 2009 3:42 AM dog park
50 Nov 21, 2009 4:49 PM Picknick tables and seating
51 Nov 21, 2009 6:54 PM Not sure based on the limited season and space of the beach if any more is realistic.
52 Nov 21, 2009 8:09 PM Maybe a nice organized fire pit where community and event bonfires could be held safely?
53 Nov 22, 2009 4:51 PM none
54 Nov 22, 2009 9:38 PM nothing
55 Nov 23, 2009 5:24 AM access to trails
56 Nov 23, 2009 1:52 PM More picnic facilities, more pedestrian areas, overnight boat docking, horseshoes

Allow cart vendors.  Eliminate car traffic.  Update signage to direct tourists to lakefront.  Bands, music on weekend 
summer nights.

It's not utilized enough. It was nice to have the Buffalo BBQ there, but it seemed a bit scattered with having the 
parade down the main street and not going down to the lake.

More live music entertainment events where the residents have more input into which groups/individuals play for a 
better variety.

I think you are on the right track:  a horseshoe pit or volleyball would be great down by the beach.  It'd be a great 
addition anywhere in the town.  I also often see people standing around, unsure of where to sit or hang out.  

Personally I always choose to sit on the grass or dock, but some don't.  Maybe some more unique seating areas.



57 Nov 23, 2009 5:38 PM Use as a Pedestrian Park ONLY, no vehicles
58 Nov 24, 2009 5:30 PM nice (fine) sand on the beach
59 Nov 24, 2009 8:57 PM more picnic tables
60 Nov 24, 2009 10:45 PM

61 Nov 25, 2009 10:07 PM Land
62 Nov 27, 2009 4:56 PM Canoe/Kayak pull-up
63 Nov 30, 2009 5:07 AM more beach space to access lake for swimming or wading
64 Dec 1, 2009 4:04 AM

65 Dec 3, 2009 6:23 PM more parking, more bathrooms
66 Dec 3, 2009 8:28 PM maybe a larger pavillion for larger parties or family reunions or concerts
67 Dec 3, 2009 10:33 PM more permanent seating
68 Dec 4, 2009 5:47 AM

69 Dec 4, 2009 7:11 PM adequate boat parking
70 Dec 7, 2009 2:28 PM more docks
71 Dec 7, 2009 3:24 PM Horseshoes
72 Dec 7, 2009 7:38 PM none
73 Dec 8, 2009 10:46 PM None
74 Dec 9, 2009 5:26 AM You have done a terrific job fixing up Lakefront
75 Dec 9, 2009 6:32 PM Things are fine as far as I'm concerned.
76 Dec 9, 2009 7:08 PM

77 Dec 10, 2009 2:47 AM None
78 Dec 10, 2009 2:46 PM Not familiar enough to comment
79 Dec 15, 2009 8:56 PM It is missing swings
80 Dec 15, 2009 8:59 PM Laking Bumper boats
81 Dec 15, 2009 9:01 PM bumper boats
82 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM bumper bouts is what I want
83 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM beach gift shop
84 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM The Lakefront Park is laking a small grocery store for gas because Mountain Food Market does not have one.
85 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM a playground
86 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM It is lacking a playground.
87 Dec 15, 2009 9:05 PM Is lacking mini gift shop.
88 Dec 15, 2009 9:06 PM slide

I think you have done a great job with it.  My only comment would be that overnight docking should be allowed - at 
a substantial fee - say $15 per night.  This would be easy to manage.

This is to address the idea of turning this area into a pedestrian walk..... Let not forget our handicapped citizens. 
They cant be expected to walk to the lake.....

quiet, plantings, pretend rowboat for little kids to play in -- definitely NOT an amphitheater and probably not a gas 
fire pit -- more expensive and environmentally taxing

I think the road should be closed off and made into a pedestrian area and that area used for all events instead of 
town park



Response 
Count

96
96

112

Number Response Date
Response 
Text

1 Nov 16, 2009 9:22 PM     card roomexercise classesrent out as meeting/banquet room
2 Nov 16, 2009 9:30 PM gym/fitness center
3 Nov 16, 2009 10:15 PM Town off-site file storage
4 Nov 16, 2009 11:10 PM

5 Nov 17, 2009 4:24 AM child care, yoga class, weight room
6 Nov 17, 2009 3:18 PM gymnastics for kids, tumbling for toddlers, various dance classes, exercise (aerobic) classes, yoga, pilates
7 Nov 17, 2009 5:26 PM indoor fitness facility with meeting room(s) for non-profits
8 Nov 17, 2009 6:08 PM Indoor play area, arts/crafts, movies, music room, exercise
9 Nov 17, 2009 6:13 PM BRIDGE - OTHER CARD GAMES

10 Nov 17, 2009 6:14 PM Computer Lab
11 Nov 17, 2009 6:32 PM No idea
12 Nov 17, 2009 6:49 PM If expanded... Indoor Pool and Gym, Movie Theatre
13 Nov 17, 2009 6:52 PM Tear it down, it's ugly.
14 Nov 17, 2009 7:48 PM No opinion
15 Nov 17, 2009 8:02 PM Is it worth keeping?
16 Nov 17, 2009 8:03 PM Let's make sure RMRT builds the second phase of their new building before we talk about the vacated building.
17 Nov 17, 2009 8:14 PM volley ball shuffle board
18 Nov 17, 2009 9:27 PM Use for skate rentals.
19 Nov 17, 2009 9:28 PM excercise classes
20 Nov 17, 2009 10:49 PM Arts and Crafts with instruction for a minimal fee.
21 Nov 17, 2009 10:51 PM teen center
22 Nov 17, 2009 11:54 PM

23 Nov 18, 2009 12:01 AM   Additional ParkingDance studio - Clear for the amplitheater
24 Nov 18, 2009 3:25 AM Is it large enought to rent out for weddings, receptions, etc.

RECREATION CENTER WITH UNIVERSAL WEIGHT MACHINE, TREAD MILL, STATIONARY BIKE, SIMPLE INSIDE 
GYM EQUIPMENT!!!

coordination of community activities for --for example volleyball, bike rides, hikes, place for posting signs of people 
who are looking for others to share similar expereinces with, etc.

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space 
and Trail System
The old Juniper Library building (red building on the 
northeast corner of Town Square) may be vacant 

Answer Options

answered question
skipped question



25 Nov 18, 2009 4:43 AM nature center for kids,
26 Nov 18, 2009 12:23 PM Meetings/conferences
27 Nov 18, 2009 4:10 PM

28 Nov 18, 2009 4:31 PM Bingo could be held in that building through the colder months.
29 Nov 18, 2009 4:42 PM None, it should be used for Town business
30 Nov 18, 2009 6:26 PM video arcade
31 Nov 18, 2009 9:14 PM A place that any group could use for meeting such as a quilt club, bridge club, etc.
32 Nov 18, 2009 9:39 PM senior center
33 Nov 18, 2009 11:45 PM Kids center
34 Nov 19, 2009 2:45 PM

35 Nov 19, 2009 5:17 PM An indoor 'game room' for young people particularly during the winter months
36 Nov 19, 2009 11:11 PM health club (bikes treadmill weights etc)
37 Nov 19, 2009 11:52 PM children's center
38 Nov 20, 2009 12:00 AM Meeting facilities
39 Nov 20, 2009 12:27 AM

40 Nov 20, 2009 1:46 AM Unmaned C of C satellite...racks of information.
41 Nov 20, 2009 2:13 AM Craft shack for kids?
42 Nov 20, 2009 2:40 AM Art classes for kids and adults.
43 Nov 20, 2009 4:07 PM Satellite Chamber office, equipment rental for town sponsored activities
44 Nov 20, 2009 5:02 PM Roller skating; book exchange
45 Nov 20, 2009 5:24 PM Fitness center
46 Nov 20, 2009 6:41 PM Book clubs, meetings, storage.
47 Nov 20, 2009 6:48 PM torn down
48 Nov 20, 2009 7:32 PM Volley ball court
49 Nov 20, 2009 8:12 PM it should be centered around the young teens. they need a place to call their own.
50 Nov 20, 2009 9:05 PM ping-pong and other indoor games.
51 Nov 20, 2009 11:03 PM non profit that doesn'tcompete with private bussines
52 Nov 21, 2009 1:27 AM game room....srabble,dominoes,cards, etc.
53 Nov 21, 2009 1:55 AM

54 Nov 21, 2009 3:42 AM craft area, exercise area
55 Nov 21, 2009 4:49 PM Graet facility for card club activities, or indoor play room for childerns activities.

Something for teens to enjoy and have a positive place to socialize, especially once winter hits. Kinda like the 
Panthers Den in Granby, but something for kids in Grand Lake. Maybe like a small town version of a Boys and Girls 

Club.

youth rec. center for ping-pong, billards, darts, board games, etc.  Place to check out sports equip for park (football, 
frisbee, basketball)

what about an inside play area for little kids - 5 and under - kind of like a gymboree or something like that?  Little 
kids need someplace they can run around and play in during the winter when it is just too cold for them to be 

outside.

Not sure, sorry.  I cannot recall this building specifically and am unsure if it has the capacity for a public volleyball, 
basketball or indoor soccer court, or a climbing wall.  If so, any of those would be great.  And maybe a place for 

kids to tumble or do gymnastics.



56 Nov 22, 2009 4:51 PM Information center
57 Nov 22, 2009 9:38 PM ? Boys and girl club
58 Nov 23, 2009 1:42 PM Work out center
59 Nov 23, 2009 1:52 PM Cards and game playing, internet and computers, keep restrooms, kids and adult programs
60 Nov 23, 2009 5:38 PM ?
61 Nov 23, 2009 7:46 PM Too small for recreation activities.
62 Nov 24, 2009 5:30 PM Move the arcade from the Marina.
63 Nov 24, 2009 8:57 PM ping pong; pool; gaming/gathering area
64 Nov 24, 2009 10:45 PM Not certain it is worth saving but if it is perhaps use as the town "Health Club" see my comments above.
65 Nov 25, 2009 10:07 PM Meetings ,adult education
66 Nov 28, 2009 8:55 PM

67 Nov 29, 2009 9:03 PM exercise facility
68 Nov 30, 2009 5:07 AM town recreation center where people could play cards, foosball, pool tables etc
69 Dec 1, 2009 4:04 AM Video arcade, ski ball, kids museum, sledding hill rental shop (see question 3)
70 Dec 3, 2009 8:28 PM internet accessible station
71 Dec 3, 2009 10:33 PM fitness club
72 Dec 4, 2009 5:47 AM

73 Dec 7, 2009 3:24 PM A cardio fitness center
74 Dec 7, 2009 4:08 PM A workout facility with ARC trainers, treadmills, weights.
75 Dec 7, 2009 7:38 PM indoor exercise facility
76 Dec 8, 2009 10:46 PM Perhaps it should be removed
77 Dec 9, 2009 4:19 AM rec center
78 Dec 9, 2009 5:26 AM Can't think of something
79 Dec 9, 2009 12:46 PM classes of all sort, talks/presentations
80 Dec 9, 2009 6:32 PM Something for teenagers.
81 Dec 9, 2009 7:08 PM Ping pong
82 Dec 10, 2009 2:47 AM Not sure...
83 Dec 10, 2009 2:30 PM table tennis, maybe badminton
84 Dec 10, 2009 2:46 PM Non-Alcoholic foosball, billiards, darts etc.  Something connected with town pavillion?
85 Dec 13, 2009 7:51 PM I like the library and use it often. I would not want anything else. Grand Lake needs a library for the locals.
86 Dec 14, 2009 7:52 PM Grand Lake Area Historical Society Office!
87 Dec 15, 2009 8:56 PM A in door pool would be nice
88 Dec 15, 2009 8:59 PM Computers.
89 Dec 15, 2009 9:01 PM bathrooms
90 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM turn it into a daycare place
91 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM day care 1-5

Visitor information (e.g. Scenic Byways, local history, RMNP, Forest, Rec District, ...). Consider how much interest 
the kiosk in Town Sq gets. More info would be good.

square dancing, chess competitions, club meeting space, classes in the natural sciences (so people will enjoy more 
than the scenery and not inadvertently destroy)



92 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM The old Juniper Library should be a little day care center from ages 1-5
93 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM a day care
94 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM It could be an day care.
95 Dec 15, 2009 9:05 PM It needs a little daycare for ages 1-5
96 Dec 15, 2009 9:06 PM chiled care



Yes No
Response 

Count
150 41 191
136 55 191

191
17

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Do you feel that the following would be valuable assets to the community if placed in high 
profile areas (such as Town Square Park or Lakefront Park)? 

Answer Options

Amphitheatre
Gas-burning Fire Ring

answered question

0

50

100

150

200

250

Do you feel that the following would be valuable assets to the 
community if placed in high profile areas (such as Town Square Park 

or Lakefront Park)? 

Yes

No

0

50

Amphitheatre Gas-burning Fire Ring



Amphitheatre
Gas-burning 

Fire Ring
Response 

Count
89 102 152
85 64 135

174
34

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Which of the following high profile areas are these amenities most appropriately located?

Answer Options

Lakefront Park
Town Square Park

answered question

0

50

100

150

200

250

Which of the following high profile areas are these amenities most 
appropriately located?

Amphitheatre

Gas-burning Fire Ring

0
Lakefront Park Town Square Park



Response Percent
Response 

Count
28.6% 42
71.4% 105

43
147

61skipped question

No

Does the Town need to improve its handicap accessibility at existing recreation 
sites?

answered question

Yes

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Please identify areas that should be improved. 

Answer Options

Does the Town need to improve its handicap accessibility at existing 
recreation sites?

Yes

Number Response Date
Please identify areas 
that should be 
improved. 

1 Nov 16, 2009 9:29 PM   more handicapped parking along the lakefront areamaybe close lake avenue off to traffic during summer
2 Nov 16, 2009 11:12 PM All areas that are not handicapped accessible.
3 Nov 17, 2009 4:27 AM needs an accessible fishing pier with bumpers, lakefront is busy, perhaps on east or west end
4 Nov 17, 2009 6:53 PM No compliants just feel that we need to always make every effort to assist a parent or a family with their 

loved one who is handicapped.  For a third of the year we have so many Tourists/Visitors that the odds are 
high on any given day during these times, the Town has multiple handicapped guests here.

Yes



5 Nov 17, 2009 8:04 PM Ask a handicaled person this question.
6 Nov 17, 2009 8:17 PM access to boardwalks on Grand ave.
7 Nov 17, 2009 10:52 PM don't really know

8 Nov 17, 2009 11:04 PM

9 Nov 17, 2009 11:55 PM no opinion
10 Nov 18, 2009 4:11 PM never paid attention
11 Nov 18, 2009 11:47 PM Just making sure we comply with ADA.  This would go along way with advertising.
12 Nov 19, 2009 2:46 PM

13 Nov 20, 2009 12:32 AM

14 Nov 20, 2009 3:50 PM

I think this question is better set for those who are handicapped to weigh in.  They would be most 
knowlegeable as to where they have difficulties.

I thnk the boardwalk is difficult to access for some disabled.  I know you can get on the boardwalk via the 
corners, but I've seen disabled try to get on the boardwalk from a parking spot.  Maybe adding a couple of 

 handicap accessible entrance spots from the parking spaces to the boardwalk would help.  
I've noticed that boardwalks, sidewalks and entrances into businesses are mostly accessible. If public 

restrooms are not already accessible, they should be. I notice that most restroom sinks and paper towel 
dispensers are NOT accessible - mostly they are too high. When paper towel dispensers and sinks are too 

high, people in wheelchairs and children end up with water draining down their sleeves. This is very 
uncomfortable and can be embarassing when these people leave with wet sleeves, etc. Think about their 

placement. Check to see how they would affect people sitting down and children. Most need to be lowered. 
People without disabilities can easliy reach sinks and towel dispensers that are lower. People with disabilities 

 I have not noticed as I am not handicapped, but it is important to stay accessable for those that are.
* What about a trolly or bus into the park that gives guided tours?  Price could include admission to the park.

15 Nov 20, 2009 4:10 PM Path to children's play area in park.
16 Nov 20, 2009 5:49 PM not really sure
17 Nov 20, 2009 6:49 PM replace town mentality
18 Nov 21, 2009 1:56 AM Hard to answer this question not being a person with a disability.
19 Nov 21, 2009 3:43 AM boardwalk areas to curbs
20 Nov 21, 2009 6:57 PM I feel Grand Lake is as proactive as most towns i have visited, and seems to be handicap friendly.
21 Nov 23, 2009 5:25 AM Not sure
22 Nov 23, 2009 1:44 PM The Boardwalk should continue down mainstreet.
23 Nov 23, 2009 1:56 PM

24 Nov 24, 2009 8:58 PM Don't have the knowledge to answer this.  Mike Tompkins would be a great resource here
25 Nov 24, 2009 10:47 PM No, but not really certain.  We need to be in full compliance with all ADA requirements.
26 Nov 28, 2009 8:19 PM

Town Park gazebo, tennis courts, benches by North Inlet, Rainbow Bridge, ensure that new RMRT will be 
totally accessible

I would not be in favor of blocking off the lakefront road because it might be difficult for individuals with 
disabilities to view beautiful Grand Lake.  If there is a problem with traffic/pedistrain during the summer 

months perhaps a traffic light would be appropriate.

p y p p
find it difficult.



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

51.3% 82
48.8% 78

160
48

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Does the Town need to make greater handicap accessibility improvements at 
future recreation sites? 

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Does the Town need to make greater handicap accessibility 
improvements at future recreation sites? 

Yes

No



27 Nov 29, 2009 9:06 PM Since I am not handicapped I don't know what or where the areas are that need better accessibility.
28 Dec 1, 2009 4:10 AM Some of the shop entrances.
29 Dec 3, 2009 8:37 PM to the playground in town square    to the town pavillion at the town park
30 Dec 3, 2009 10:34 PM don't know
31 Dec 4, 2009 5:48 AM I'm probably not aware of this problem so take that into consideration when looking at my responses.
32 Dec 4, 2009 7:13 PM Getting into boats
33 Dec 8, 2009 10:53 PM Before making these deccissions i wwould like to see the new city plam
34 Dec 9, 2009 6:34 PM I haven't really thought about this, so my opinion doesn't count for much.
35 Dec 10, 2009 2:50 AM not sure
36 Dec 10, 2009 2:48 PM

37 Dec 15, 2009 8:57 PM No where
38 Dec 15, 2009 9:01 PM I think it should improve because I see a lot of handicap people in the town.
39 Dec 15, 2009 9:05 PM Art center
40 Dec 15, 2009 9:07 PM The beach and restraunts.
41 Dec 15, 2009 9:08 PM Polaris, post office, visitor center,and ponchos
42 Dec 15, 2009 9:08 PM Polaris, post office, visiter center,ponchos
43 Dec 15, 2009 9:08 PM a privet beach

Do you comply with Americans with disabilities act? if so, you accessibility is fine, if not, then improve to this 
standard?



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

82.0% 155
18.0% 34

189
19

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Do you feel comfortable and safe walking or running on the current street 
system?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Do you feel comfortable and safe walking or running on the current 
street system?

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

81.1% 150
18.9% 35

185
23

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Do you think the Town is more or less pedestrian friendly than other 
communities in the County? 

Answer Options

More
Less

answered question

Do you think the Town is more or less pedestrian friendly than other 
communities in the County? 

More

Less



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

60.0% 108
40.0% 72

180
28

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Would you like to see the Town be more pedestrian friendly by offering wider 
shoulders along roadways?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Would you like to see the Town be more pedestrian friendly by 
offering wider shoulders along roadways?

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

56.1% 101
43.9% 79

180
28

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Should the Town create designated routes for bicycles on the existing street 
system in the Town?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Should the Town create designated routes for bicycles on the 
existing street system in the Town?

Yes

No



Yes No
Response 

Count
96 82 178
77 96 173
90 89 179

49
183

25

Would you like to see the Town be more pedestrian friendly by extending the boardwalk from the downtown area to other 
significant areas (as designated below) of the community

Please specify additional areas where you think the boardwalk should be extended to.

Post Office

skipped question

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Visitor's Center

Answer Options

answered question

Grand Lake Elementary School

100
120
140
160
180
200

Would you like to see the Town be more pedestrian friendly by extending the boardwalk from 
the downtown area to other significant areas (as designated below) of the community

Yes

Number Response Date

1 Nov 16, 2009 9:40 PM

2 Nov 16, 2009 10:03 PM point park

Please specify additional areas where you 
think the boardwalk should be extended to.

 boardwalk or sidewalk down all of grand avenue
 boardwalks or sidewalks from grand to park ave and lake ave in the downtown areas

0
20
40
60
80

100
120
140
160

Post Office Grand Lake Elementary School Visitor's Center

Yes



3 Nov 16, 2009 10:18 PM At least to the intersection of Grand Avenue and West Portal (Triangle Park)
4 Nov 16, 2009 11:14 PM I would like to see a board or concrete side walk continued to the Bears den and Big to Triangle Park
5 Nov 16, 2009 11:16 PM

6 Nov 16, 2009 11:33 PM The whole stretch from Crabtree down to the Dairy King should at least have a walkway.
7 Nov 17, 2009 4:31 AM Start off with west for 2-3 more blocks
8 Nov 17, 2009 3:24 PM point park
9 Nov 17, 2009 6:15 PM post office, school

10 Nov 17, 2009 6:15 PM Only the downtown retail area and not side streets.
11 Nov 17, 2009 6:55 PM Grand Lake is very quaint and very safe just the way it is.
12 Nov 17, 2009 7:05 PM

13 Nov 17, 2009 7:50 PM Maybe just put in some asphalt walk paths.  The boardwalk seems that it would be expensive to maintain.
14 Nov 17, 2009 8:07 PM

15 Nov 17, 2009 8:19 PM more stop signs at street crossings and signs to get people t0o only cross at corners
16 Nov 17, 2009 11:04 PM Post Office
17 Nov 18, 2009 4:15 PM

Close section of the lake front for pedestrian use only. Close from the parking lot to the other side of the ice 
cream stand

I see people walking on the snowmobile trail through town winter and summer.  A plowed walking path opposite 
the trail would be nice.

You would like to see commercialism brought to Park Avenue, how about the back side of the Town Park along 
Park Avenue. It is a safety issue - many children run out between parked cars. This might serve as a safe 

designated area for pedestrians.

With snowplowing, snow mobile ingress/egress from Town, west end parking spots, horseback rides, and the 
sheer distances involved, long lasting boardwalks will be costly, difficult to maintain and even an impediment to 
several existing activities and uses.   Efforts should be made to make the boardwalk system extend westward to 

the Bighorn Lodge and Bear's Den and stop there.

18 Nov 18, 2009 4:45 PM Not passed Triangle Park
19 Nov 18, 2009 6:31 PM to the end of business district at Dairy King and new theatre.
20 Nov 18, 2009 9:44 PM replace boardwalk with safer concrete walks
21 Nov 19, 2009 2:48 PM

22 Nov 20, 2009 12:37 AM

23 Nov 20, 2009 3:54 PM

24 Nov 20, 2009 5:53 PM somehow further east towards Adama Falls area
25 Nov 20, 2009 6:50 PM torn down

The road out to Adams Falls trailhead, and the West Portal would benefit from walking/bicycling shoulders on the 
roads. This would encourage more walking, running, biking and x-country skiing. People need more healthy 

choices of activities.

I think the boardwalk should extend past panchos, around the corner and somehow down to the lakefront as you 
are walking toward the marina.  There needs to be a safer way to get down.

I think it isn't necessary to extend the boardwalk to other  signficant areas, unless it is a place Grand Lake wants 
tourists to visit regularly.  In my mind, the boardwalk is aimed toward the tourists and enhancing their downtown 

experience.  And they love it, by all accounts I've ever heard from anyone.  But I don't think it is necessary to 
expand the boardwalk for local pedestrians.  Expand it for tourists, to tourist destinations in town.  If  the Town 

wants to be more pedestrian friendly for locals, you may want to look at complete streets (a sidewalk AND a bike 
lane) for other streets in the town.



26 Nov 20, 2009 8:44 PM

27 Nov 21, 2009 2:01 AM

28 Nov 21, 2009 7:05 PM

29 Nov 22, 2009 4:57 PM The full length of Grand Ave -- fill in areas where there is no boardwalk first.
30 Nov 22, 2009 9:40 PM Visistors Center needs to in the town park no one stops at the entrance
31 Nov 23, 2009 1:59 PM Throughout the Village (from Visitor's Center to end of Town)
32 Nov 24, 2009 5:33 PM East Inlet Trail Head
33 Nov 24, 2009 10:49 PM

34 Nov 25, 2009 10:10 PM Leave the bordwalks on main st.
35 Nov 28, 2009 8:58 PM As a start, just get usable, designated shoulders. Boardwalks would be nice, but are expensive.
36 Nov 30, 2009 5:09 AM any major walking area, ie from town to the bridge between shawdow and grand lake, etc
37 Dec 1, 2009 4:24 AM I Think the town should worry about paved roads before the boardwalks!
38 Dec 3, 2009 8:44 PM

39 Dec 4, 2009 5:48 AM

extend it to the new hardware store so possible we could open the small park just east of the hardware store it is 
a great little park maybe the town could take over the maintenance of the park

This would be lovely, especially for those wanting to walk beyond the town, like to the Golf Course road, or to the 
condos on the moraine, or to Columbine Lake ...

doesn't make since to me... keep the sidewalks down in main areas. maybe add them upto dairy king/queen and 
the restrant/hotel next to that area.

It would seem a waste of money to extend the boardwalk to the post office or visitor center. If tourist already 
have a difficult time finding Grand Lake, I cannot imagine a boardwalk would be beneficial. Furthermore there is 

not the parking at the post office or visitor center to accommodate any volume of pedestrian traffic.
I believe conecting the boardwalk to any of the above areas would be a significant waste of funds, and those 

funds would be better used elsewere.

Anything that can be reasonalby done in this area is great.  I put, above, that I do not feel safe.  The concern is 
especially true in the winter.  Improved shoulders and more Board Walk would help.  I, and my wife, do feel very 

safe reqarding all other aspects of being out in town.

40 Dec 9, 2009 5:29 AM Is a board walk the best method? A walking path/trail is fine. A boardwalk infers maintenance
41 Dec 9, 2009 6:37 PM

42 Dec 9, 2009 7:12 PM End of hardware store area
43 Dec 10, 2009 2:51 PM I think Boardwalk is effective as it lays.
44 Dec 14, 2009 7:55 PM

45 Dec 15, 2009 9:00 PM All the way to Grand Lake Elemantary
46 Dec 15, 2009 9:05 PM I think the boardwalk needs to extend because the town is growing.
47 Dec 15, 2009 9:06 PM Horse Stables And Rocky Mountain Food Store
48 Dec 15, 2009 9:06 PM Horse stables and Mountain food market
49 Dec 15, 2009 9:10 PM a bigger play ground

Judging by its appearance in front of some of the shops, the boardwalk wears out.  The wood needs to be treated 
and, fairly often, replaced.  Extending the boardwalk as far as the PO, etc., would entail more maintenance 

 expense in the future than I think would be worth it.

Maintenance of the board walk is extremely important.  I tripped and fell once because someone stepped on one 
end of a board and my end came up and tripped me.  I fell flat!  Be sure the boardwalks are monitored for safety.



Response 
Count

81
81

127

Number Response Date
Response 
Text

1 Nov 16, 2009 9:31 PM improve connectivity to and from downtown/residential areas
2 Nov 16, 2009 9:40 PM develop walkways
3 Nov 16, 2009 10:18 PM Ensure the boardwalks are well maintained
4 Nov 16, 2009 11:16 PM You have a bike rack in front of the Town Hall - how about other designated areas?
5 Nov 16, 2009 11:33 PM Street lights and walkways throughout the town
6 Nov 17, 2009 4:31 AM sign suggested routes, close lakefront to vehicles
7 Nov 17, 2009 3:24 PM

8 Nov 17, 2009 5:26 PM real sidewalks and bike paths
9 Nov 17, 2009 5:28 PM safe, well maintained paths

10 Nov 17, 2009 6:15 PM A bike/hike paved trail like the Fraser River Trail
11 Nov 17, 2009 6:15 PM nothing
12 Nov 17, 2009 6:36 PM Bike path along the highway
13 Nov 17, 2009 6:55 PM None
14 Nov 17, 2009 7:05 PM

15 Nov 17, 2009 7:50 PM Asphalt paths
16 Nov 17, 2009 8:07 PM see above comment
17 Nov 17, 2009 9:29 PM bike lanes

Like Boulder-create a community bike system where the stolen bikes not claimed become community bikes and are 
seen around town.  A person can use one to get from point A to B, but may or may not be able to get back from B 
to A due to someone else grabbing it and taking it somewhere else.  Essentially, they are free and anyone can use 

them, understanding that when you come out of the store or where ever you are, it may not be there because 
some one else has grabbed it.  They are all colored the same color, so people know it's a community bike.

Admitting it can be quite dangerous in Town with so many vehicles from Memorial Day through Mid-September, I 
feel that improving life for the bicycler will adversely affect parking and our many vehicles.  The Town is relatively 

simple and small in street design and size.  The Board walks and three accesses to the Lake are superb for 
pedestrians. A bicycle Lane from Triangle Park in the West along Tunnel Road to just before the Rapids Complex 

could be advertised with signage and a perfect route in and out of Town avoiding most traffic.

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space 
and Trail System
What can the Town do to be more pedestrian and 
bicycle friendly?

Answer Options

answered question
skipped question



18 Nov 17, 2009 11:04 PM Wider sholder
19 Nov 17, 2009 11:57 PM we are already pretty ped/bike friendly--glad for improvements however
20 Nov 18, 2009 3:24 AM bike lanes
21 Nov 18, 2009 4:48 AM eliminate car/truck traffic between the Yatch club and the lazy moose, along the water front
22 Nov 18, 2009 12:25 PM Create specific pathways for those activities.
23 Nov 18, 2009 4:15 PM plowed boardwalk from conoco-visitors center to downtown
24 Nov 18, 2009 4:36 PM Make the lakefront more pedestrian friendly by closing it to traffic May through October.
25 Nov 18, 2009 4:45 PM Put a walkway on Cairns Ave
26 Nov 18, 2009 6:31 PM Close some of the street at the waterfront
27 Nov 18, 2009 9:17 PM get rid of the "litter boxes" in front of the boardwalk.
28 Nov 18, 2009 9:44 PM nothing
29 Nov 19, 2009 2:48 PM bicycle lanes that somehow don't interrupt traffic backing out of parking spaces in town.
30 Nov 19, 2009 6:26 PM DIAGONAL PARKING IS DANGEROUS
31 Nov 20, 2009 12:37 AM

32 Nov 20, 2009 3:54 PM See # 4.
33 Nov 20, 2009 4:12 PM Supervise & enforce upkeep of boardwalk areas.
34 Nov 20, 2009 5:28 PM Bike or Pedestrian path to Point Park.
35 Nov 20, 2009 5:53 PM

36 Nov 20, 2009 6:50 PM remove them
37 Nov 20, 2009 7:12 PM

38 Nov 20, 2009 8:17 PM Bike Lanes
39 Nov 20, 2009 8:44 PM walking is not bad but there could be improvements for bicycles for sure.
40 Nov 20, 2009 9:13 PM We are friendly enough.
41 Nov 20, 2009 11:07 PM marked and diesignated pathways
42 Nov 21, 2009 1:29 AM a bike path would be great...all the way to granby
43 Nov 21, 2009 2:01 AM Nothing.
44 Nov 21, 2009 3:45 AM specific corridors for bikes
45 Nov 21, 2009 6:29 PM Pedestrians and Bikes are very different and should not be considered in the same sentence or box.
46 Nov 21, 2009 7:05 PM

47 Nov 22, 2009 4:57 PM

48 Nov 22, 2009 9:40 PM nothing

Complete streets (sidewalks and bicycle lane).  This also enhances safety for everyone, including drivers.  I think 
more people would be apt to bike places if they didn't have to compete with the motor vehicles.

clean-up and formalize shoulders/sidewalks on secondary streets. better define separation between street and 
walking/biking area next to street.

Make sure tourists are not speeding and are aware that driving in small mountain towns is different than city 
driving.  My dogs and I almost get hit every time we try and take a walk along our road back in the winding river 

subdivision.  Watch church camp visitors carefully!

A bike trail that would somehow connect to the trail system at the golf course would allow people more miles and 
options for biking, running, or walking.  It may also cut down on the amount of bicycle traffic in town.

Extend the boardwalk the full length of town--or at least to the Mountain Foods and Triangle Park. Keep it 
plowed/shoveled during the winter. Do not let ice and snow build up!



49 Nov 23, 2009 5:25 AM I like the idea of an area that is closed to traffic. Like an art walk.
50 Nov 23, 2009 1:45 PM Extend and level the existing shoulders
51 Nov 23, 2009 1:59 PM Bike paths and sidewalks.  The danger of walking in the road is unacceptable.
52 Nov 23, 2009 5:40 PM Make the Lake Front area Pedestrians ONLY
53 Nov 24, 2009 5:33 PM More bike racks
54 Nov 24, 2009 9:00 PM

55 Nov 24, 2009 10:49 PM better shoulders and more side walks
56 Nov 25, 2009 7:27 PM wider road shoulders
57 Nov 28, 2009 8:58 PM

58 Dec 1, 2009 4:24 AM

59 Dec 3, 2009 6:25 PM keep them seperated.Boardwalks are very crowded and more bicycles would really be a problem.
60 Dec 3, 2009 8:44 PM designate side streets for bikes the down town is so narrow now
61 Dec 3, 2009 10:35 PM separate bike lanes
62 Dec 4, 2009 5:48 AM hmm ... good question
63 Dec 7, 2009 3:27 PM Marked bike trails
64 Dec 8, 2009 10:56 PM make more walking paths and trails for walkers and bikers such as going up to the gof course and other location
65 Dec 9, 2009 5:29 AM You are pretty friendly for a small town already...
66 Dec 9, 2009 12:51 PM

67 Dec 9, 2009 6:01 PM Be more definitive re bicycles
68 Dec 9, 2009 6:37 PM See comments about boardwalk.
69 Dec 9, 2009 7:12 PM

70 Dec 10, 2009 2:33 PM Discourage skateboarding on boardwalks and roadways.
71 Dec 10, 2009 2:51 PM

72 Dec 12, 2009 4:55 PM I like the small town atmosphere, rural as is
73 Dec 13, 2009 7:54 PM Nothing, I think it's fine the way it is.
74 Dec 15, 2009 9:00 PM Make a trail on the road for bicycles
75 Dec 15, 2009 9:05 PM It can make bike trails for the summer.
76 Dec 15, 2009 9:06 PM put a bicycle path in
77 Dec 15, 2009 9:06 PM make a bicycle path along the side.
78 Dec 15, 2009 9:06 PM make a bicycle path along the side

Make a one way loop  around back of lariat and library circling to Waconda and create lakefront area as a 
pedestrian mall only

Regarding question 5, just make shoulders wider along roadways as proposed in question 3.  This would 
accommodate both pedestrian and bicycle.

Bikes and walkers are welcomed.  Summer traffic on Grand sometimes makes it problematic but that's to be 
expected.

Create usable shoulders along the entrance to Town from US34. Create non-motorized and off highway routes into 
Town (e.g. East Shore Trail). Designate routes.

I think the town needs to quit worrying about Boulder hippies, and Denver Yuppies who come here to hike or bike. 
Don't spend money and bring their lunch with them. Sleep in their cars or camp in the forest. Lets not forget They 

don't pay for their use of the trail system. The town needs to wake up and relies that if it want to generate revenue 
and increase tourism. It needs to look at attracting people who have money, and are here to spend it!!!!

Put up more signs, that this is a pedestrian and bicycle friendly town and car drivers need to be more 
careful...maybe speed bumps



79 Dec 15, 2009 9:09 PM can not anser
80 Dec 15, 2009 9:09 PM It can put a stoplight
81 Dec 15, 2009 9:10 PM bike trail



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

55.1% 103
44.9% 84

187
21

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Do you feel that the lakefront road (Lake Avenue) should be closed to 
automobile traffic and turned into a pedestrian walkway?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Do you feel that the lakefront road (Lake Avenue) should be closed 
to automobile traffic and turned into a pedestrian walkway?

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

70.6% 132
29.4% 55

187
21

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Do you think a pedestrian walkway in this location would be a positive 
amenity to the Town of Grand Lake and the Grand Lake water front? 

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Do you think a pedestrian walkway in this location would be a 
positive amenity to the Town of Grand Lake and the Grand Lake 

water front? 

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

72.5% 132
27.5% 50

182
26

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

If the Town was to create a self-guided native or pioneer flower walking tour 
near the lakeshore would you utilize it? 

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

If the Town was to create a self-guided native or pioneer flower 
walking tour near the lakeshore would you utilize it? 

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

82.7% 148
17.3% 31

179
29

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Should the Town create designed walking tours accessible from the 
downtown?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Should the Town create designed walking tours accessible from the 
downtown?

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

80.8% 147
19.2% 35

182
26

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Should the Town pursue a trail around Grand Lake that is not located along 
the shore but farther on the hillside along the south shore? 

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Should the Town pursue a trail around Grand Lake that is not located 
along the shore but farther on the hillside along the south shore? 

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

70.8% 126
29.2% 52

178
30

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Would you like to see better non-motorized access from the downtown to the 
Grand Lake Metropolitan Recreation District (i.e - golf course, hiking / biking 

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Would you like to see better non-motorized access from the 
downtown to the Grand Lake Metropolitan Recreation District (i.e -

golf course, hiking / biking trails, cross country ski trails)?

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

74.3% 133
25.7% 46

179
29

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Would you like to see better non-motorized access from the downtown to 
Rocky Mountain National Park Visitor Center/ Park trails

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Would you like to see better non-motorized access from the 
downtown to Rocky Mountain National Park Visitor Center/ Park 

trails

Yes

No



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

89.5% 162
10.5% 19

181
27

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Do you support the Town in working with the National Parks Service, the 
Forest Service and local trail organizations to connect the Town of Grand Lake 

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Do you suppo

Yes

No



Never Once Monthly Once Weekly
Every-Other 

Day
Every Day

Response 
Count

42 108 21 4 1 176
46 89 29 8 4 176
18 93 49 12 5 177
59 59 41 10 4 173
46 77 39 10 5 177
25 97 35 17 4 178

181
27skipped question

Answer Options

Non-motorized access to the Rocky Mountain National 

Downtown accessible walking tours?

answered question

How often would you utilize these trails/tours?

Non-motorized access to the Grand Lake Metropolitan 

Self-guided native/pioneer flower walking tour?

East Shore Trail?

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

Trail around Grand Lake?

120
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Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

57.0% 106
43.0% 80

186
22

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Would you be willing to support increased taxes for parkland, open space and 
trail development?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

Would you be willing to support increased taxes for parkland, open 
space and trail development?

Yes

No



Response 
Count

70
70

138

Number Response Date
Response 
Text

1 Nov 16, 2009 9:44 PM lottery grants
2 Nov 16, 2009 11:22 PM

3 Nov 17, 2009 4:36 AM

4 Nov 17, 2009 4:46 PM Grants
5 Nov 17, 2009 6:41 PM fundraisers
6 Nov 17, 2009 6:43 PM grants, lotto funds, user donations
7 Nov 17, 2009 7:00 PM

8 Nov 17, 2009 7:10 PM

9 Nov 17, 2009 7:54 PM

10 Nov 17, 2009 8:07 PM Do not fear development and economic growth.
11 Nov 17, 2009 8:10 PM get some of the stimulus funding from the U.S. Gov.
12 Nov 17, 2009 8:23 PM local tax on alcohol
13 Nov 17, 2009 9:13 PM Fees for using the trails
14 Nov 17, 2009 9:33 PM

15 Nov 17, 2009 11:04 PM Fundraisers.  Marathon,bike race, sell planks or bricks for the boardwalk with personalization or dedication available.
16 Nov 18, 2009 4:53 AM grants,
17 Nov 18, 2009 4:41 PM Sales tax increase dedicated to open-space improvements, GOCO grants
18 Nov 18, 2009 6:34 PM

fundraising efforts, the RMRT was very successful, annual events like the duckie races, collections at Buffalo BBQ 
like the fireworks collections

I would support additional taxes for only for the waterfront development.  Additional taxes on the business is not a 
good idea in this economy.

I think all government entities should work together to improve amenities in the town.  I truly believe that if we had 
a Rec. Center that offered a pool and child care, it would improve tourist visits to the town.

Redirect funds, eliminate or cutback on positions that are not high priority. Fund raisers. Take advantage of grants 
available through green organizations.

Establish a Grand Lake Recreation Foundation for donations, pursue grants, RMNA, GOCO, individual donors for 
specific improvements

 Grand Lake is quaint and beautiful just the way it is.  I suggest 
some of the junk laying around be gone.  Some backyards are  an eyesore.

Five attractive Permanent donation boxes, along side a Fireworks donation box, with full benefit and description 
signage at the Chamber, Town Park, RMR Theatre, the Golf Course, and at the Lake Front.  A 1% sales Tax 

increase solely for this survey (Collect from our 2 Million visitors one penny annually.)

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space 
and Trail System
Do you have suggestions for how the Town may be 
able to finance these types of improvements?

Answer Options

answered question
skipped question



19 Nov 18, 2009 9:50 PM don"t spend if you don"t have it
20 Nov 19, 2009 2:50 PM taxes are probably our only route.  how far can you get with a bake sale?
21 Nov 19, 2009 6:28 PM USER FEES
22 Nov 19, 2009 9:45 PM launch fee,
23 Nov 20, 2009 12:01 AM grants
24 Nov 20, 2009 12:41 AM

25 Nov 20, 2009 2:04 AM Stimulus & Lottery Funds
26 Nov 20, 2009 2:57 AM

27 Nov 20, 2009 4:12 PM

28 Nov 20, 2009 4:19 PM

29 Nov 20, 2009 5:31 PM Bond issues
30 Nov 20, 2009 5:33 PM Seek some kind of federal grant money or corporation grant money.
31 Nov 20, 2009 6:00 PM maybe a small lodging tax
32 Nov 20, 2009 6:51 PM hike sales tax to 50%
33 Nov 20, 2009 8:20 PM Provide a trash bag system by selling bags and porviding a place to dispose of them.
34 Nov 20, 2009 8:48 PM no more taxes... find grant $$
35 Nov 20, 2009 9:15 PM

36 Nov 21, 2009 1:33 AM Taxes on cigarettes, taxes proportionately based on the assessed value of your home,parties at the yacht club.
37 Nov 21, 2009 2:13 AM

38 Nov 21, 2009 1:43 PM Don't do them, and if you must, tax the tourists with a recreational and housing tax.
39 Nov 21, 2009 8:43 PM a really big bake sale
40 Nov 22, 2009 12:46 AM Bus. tax, Grants
41 Nov 22, 2009 5:02 PM Work into budget as economy improves. Grants and state/federal programs
42 Nov 23, 2009 1:48 PM Grants
43 Nov 23, 2009 2:03 PM Real Estate transfer taxes

In addition to a slight, but well-distributed tax increase, donations should be solicited from locals and visitors alike. 
There could be drop safe donation boxes in strategic areas.

Promote & support Chamber & other organizations that plan and/or sponsor special attractions, events that attract 
people to come stay, play, and spend in Grand Lake.  The Snowshoe Festival was a great event that was gaining 

popularity and it was sad to see it go away.

No. The town of Grand Lake is a small town surrounded by open space and recreational opportunities. I would like 
to keep the quaint beautiful mountain town alive and not spend time and money mimicking other glitzy mountain 

towns.

Offer other activities throughout the year besides a snowshoe event. In the 90's snowmobile racing was big, 
until.....? Now we have a snowshoeing event that attracts how many? Grand Lake appears to have a decent theatre 
culture and possibly expanding that and other art events; painting, sculpting, art retreats, live music with a potential 

amphitheater, etc.. During the winter months business can be lean and by diversifying, revenue might increase. 
Holding ice climbing events, winter triathlons, snowmobile racing or related events, sled dog racing, a winter 

carnival like Georgetown does each year, etc. might be possible ideas.

Federal, state and foundation funding is out there for complete streets.  While I support taxes, I think a tax increase 
may be difficult to pass for a couple of years.  Maybe a capital campaign or other foundations (lots focus on 

environmental conservation, exercise to reduce obesity, and disabled accessibility).

The one thing I will say is that I'm open to paying more taxes for recreation as long as they are not connected to 
the golf course.



44 Nov 24, 2009 5:36 PM Be more efficent with the $ they already have
45 Nov 24, 2009 10:53 PM

46 Nov 28, 2009 8:59 PM Ticket tax (e.g. RMRT, snowmobile rentals, horse tours)
47 Dec 1, 2009 4:37 AM

48 Dec 3, 2009 6:27 PM Charge for east inlet boat ramp use.
49 Dec 3, 2009 8:49 PM sales tax
50 Dec 4, 2009 5:54 AM

51 Dec 7, 2009 2:50 PM

52 Dec 7, 2009 3:31 PM

53 Dec 7, 2009 4:15 PM grants from private foundations and corporations.
54 Dec 7, 2009 7:52 PM

55 Dec 8, 2009 11:04 PM the city, foundations, National Park assistance depending on the servey plan
56 Dec 9, 2009 4:25 AM rec tax on all lodging
57 Dec 9, 2009 5:37 AM

58 Dec 9, 2009 12:58 PM general usage fee (summer/winter) for all recreations in the area
59 Dec 9, 2009 6:40 PM I wish I did.
60 Dec 9, 2009 7:20 PM

61 Dec 9, 2009 8:19 PM TARP, GRANTS
62 Dec 10, 2009 2:37 PM Increase property taxes which are very low compared to other states.  Add a hotel room tax
63 Dec 10, 2009 2:58 PM So long as these taxes also help the primary winter recreation of snowmobiling in Grand Lake as well.  A small new 

tax on business owners?  They are the monetary benefactors of improvements that would bring more people and 
the tourism dollars to town.  They should be more then willing to help improve the town to in turn improve their 

business.

 Only from current budget: no additional debt and no additional taxes!  
Some of these projects are nice but they are all luxuries.  DO NOT start a project unless there are significant 

available surplus funds.

.002 sales tax is the fairest way to tax those who might use such amenities...property tax increase doesn't seem 
fairest way as tourists who would appreciate the fire-ring or walking tours or increased pedestrian paths would not 

take part in paying for increased recreational resources.

The most important thing is that the East Shore of Shadow mountain is NOT opened to anything other than hiking. 
It is the jewell trail on the unspoilt shore of Shadow Mtn Lake to Araphaoe Bay and the Shadow Mtn portion is 
accessible to all ages and abilities. The lasy easy unpoilt shoreline trail!Mtn biking RUINS hiking so do horses to 

some degree. If these divisions want a trail it should be on the WEST shore incorperating areas along the road and 
using the right of way along the shore for example in the Shores of Shadow Mountain development. PLEASE do not 

ruin this special trail!

User fees where you can and any grant/tourist money as all the improvements would be better for us full time 
residents and attract more outside people which our businesses must have.

Charge an open space fee for anyone who uses it. Once again! Lets not forget the equestrian people. Just like the 
channel parking lot. Put in a pay station at every entrance to the trail 5.00 day pass/per. person. 45.00 annual pass. 

500.00 life time pass, 2.00 pet pass? Don't forget the pet waste stations along the way!

Not for most of the things that were suggested.  I highly value low impact activities that encourage people to 
 experience, without damaging, the surroundings.

If you have a trail around the lake won't you be infringing on private property? Won't this be inviting numerous 
 lawsuits??

Revive the Chamber of Commerce.  We used to do much more to attract tourists, e.g. snowmobile races on the 
lake, snowshoe races, 5K race, etc.



64 Dec 11, 2009 12:39 AM Grants
65 Dec 13, 2009 7:58 PM

66 Dec 15, 2009 9:02 PM Do sales
67 Dec 15, 2009 9:07 PM They can improve it by
68 Dec 15, 2009 9:10 PM no
69 Dec 15, 2009 9:12 PM Can not ansser
70 Dec 15, 2009 9:12 PM yes

If it can't finance improvements under the current system then don't make any changes. It's pretty good the way it 
is and cost of living in Grand Lake is high as it is without increasing taxes.



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

0.0% 0
5.5% 10
0.0% 0
13.1% 24
36.1% 66
45.4% 83

183
25skipped question

Answer Options

40-54 years old

10-17 years old

answered question

How old are you?

26-39 years old

1-9 years old

55+ years old

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

18-25 years old

How old are you?

1-9 years old

10-17 years old

18-25 years old

26-39 years old

40-54 years old

26-39 years old

40-54 years old

55+ years old



Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

27.3% 50
44.3% 81
6.6% 12
15.8% 29
6.0% 11

183
25skipped question

Please choose the best answer about your residency.

I live outside Grand County but in the State of 

I live in the Town of Grand Lake.

answered question

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

I live in Grand County but not in the Grand Lake area.

Answer Options

I do not live in Colorado.

I live in the Grand Lake area.

Please choose the best answer about your residency.

I live in the Town of Grand Lake.

I live in the Grand Lake area.

I live in Grand County but not in 
the Grand Lake area.

I live outside Grand County but 
in the State of Colorado.
I live outside Grand County but 
in the State of Colorado.

I do not live in Colorado.



Primary 
Residence

Secondary 
Residence

Commercial 
Property

Vacant Land
Response 

Count
69 67 17 19 135
63 53 64 64 80

180
28

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

Do you own any of the following types of property in the Town of Grand Lake?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

50

100

150

200

250

300

Do you own any of the following types of property in 
the Town of Grand Lake?

Primary 
Residence
Secondary 
Residence
Commercial 
Property

0

50

Yes No



0-5 years old 5-9 years old
10-13 years 

old
14-19 years 

old
Response 

Count
9 9 13 9 27
99 86 85 85 101

121
87

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail System

skipped question

If you live in the Grand Lake area, do you have school-aged children and, if so, what are there 
ages?

Answer Options

Yes
No

answered question

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

If you live in the Grand Lake area, do you have 
school-aged children and, if so, what are there 

ages?

0-5 years 
old
5-9 years 
old
10-13 years 
old

0

50

Yes No



Response 
Count

32
32

176

Number Response Date
Response 
Text

1 Nov 24, 2009 7:34 PM dlhmfh@kc.rr.com
2 Nov 25, 2009 7:31 PM ptg@rkymtnhi.com
3 Nov 27, 2009 5:02 PM todd.james@tchden.org
4 Nov 27, 2009 11:33 PM f.kugeler@att.net
5 Nov 28, 2009 8:59 PM you've got it
6 Nov 29, 2009 6:42 PM EWESTERMAN4957@GMAIL.COM
7 Nov 30, 2009 5:11 AM teeth25@comcast.net
8 Dec 1, 2009 4:39 AM bolleman28@aol.com
9 Dec 1, 2009 6:58 PM ucandoit2@live.com

10 Dec 3, 2009 6:28 PM biancojk@yahoo.com
11 Dec 3, 2009 10:37 PM krugen@riteaid.com
12 Dec 4, 2009 7:19 PM meegs317@comcast.net
13 Dec 7, 2009 2:50 PM slausten@msn.com
14 Dec 7, 2009 4:19 PM pmmsan@aol.com
15 Dec 8, 2009 4:53 PM relsan@aol.com
16 Dec 8, 2009 10:53 PM garylwate@aol.com
17 Dec 8, 2009 11:06 PM F.jimlynch@aol.com
18 Dec 9, 2009 4:25 AM ajfeucht@rkymtnhi.com
19 Dec 9, 2009 6:05 PM riclew@aol.com
20 Dec 9, 2009 6:40 PM lizdcampbell@yahoo.com
21 Dec 9, 2009 6:42 PM gla319@rkymtnhi.com
22 Dec 9, 2009 7:21 PM carol.silk@live.com
23 Dec 9, 2009 8:21 PM gfc1934@
24 Dec 10, 2009 2:54 AM mtnriderm6@gmail.com
25 Dec 10, 2009 5:04 AM mooseduds@yahoo.com
26 Dec 10, 2009 2:38 PM martin_judy@hotmail.com
27 Dec 13, 2009 2:08 AM stevepaul@rkymtnhi.com
28 Dec 13, 2009 7:59 PM gamitropoulos@gmail.com
29 Dec 14, 2009 7:59 PM rmeans@rkymtnhi.com
30 Dec 15, 2009 9:04 PM torrynmae@yahoo.com
31 Dec 15, 2009 9:11 PM no
32 Dec 15, 2009 9:13 PM can not ansser

Town of Grand Lake Parkland, Open Space and Trail 
System
If you would like to be added to the Town's email distribution 
list for future Town newsletters, please enter your email 

Answer Options

answered question
skipped question


