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The Soul of the Rockies ™ 

We hosted another wonderful Winter Carnival in Grand Lake on January 

23rd this past month. We had great snow this year for which we were all 

grateful. The teapot curling, bed sled races, human bowling, vintage snow-

mobile races, winter golf, kids activities, and the party at Pancho and 

Lefty’s rounded out another great event. The Broncos victory in Super 

Bowl 50 on February 7th has cast a warm glow over the entire State of 

Colorado in recent weeks. 

 

Meanwhile, we are gearing up for lots of activity in 2016. We have several 

major projects planned. We have completed our IGA with CDOT which paves the way for much 

needed repairs on the West Portal Bridge. We are out to bid for the East Inlet Boat Ramp project and 

plan to be creative in finding a way to complete that project this year. The Town Board has commit-

ted to seeking a sales tax bond for infrastructure repairs which have been identified through all the 

hard work done the past few years on the Grand Avenue Streetscape Master Plan and Wayfinding 

Signage Plan. We are underway on our Hydro Electric project at the water treatment plant which will 

eventually earn us credit on our electric bills. 

 

In many conversations, I am asked what is going on at the Grand Lake Center. We purchased the 

former elementary school from the East Grand School District in the spring of 2015. Expenses for 

utilities, insurance, and operations were estimated at approximately $58,000, though actual expenses 

were held to less than that in 2015. The Town Board has included approximately $75,000 in the 2016 

budget for expenses at the Grand Lake Center. Groups currently using the Center for fees or antici-

pating use in 2016 include: the Community Church of the Rockies, Recreation District Pickleball 

Players (competitive and non competitive groups); the Rocky Mountain Repertory Theater Youth 

Group in the summer; and the Disney Way customer service centric training program. We have also 

had inquiries from outside groups seeking to rent space in our facility. One example is a forensic 

group that wants to bring 35-40 people here in August for a week. 

 

We created a “Future Uses Committee” last year to identify uses desired by the community, to de-

velop a draft marketing plan and a draft business plan. Two surveys were conducted to validate uses 

desired by community members. We then utilized the services of Jeff Wood and his students at the 

University of Colorado at Denver, Architectural and Planning departments, last year to create design 

plans for potential uses of the space as articulated in the surveys. We hosted an Open House in No-

vember 2015 to get feedback on the proposed designs. We are focused now on getting the doors open 

to more people to increase usage for community members. We are forming a second committee as an 

“Implementation Team” to that end. The Grand County Sheriff has considered using one room as a 

satellite office at the Center. 

 

I am currently working with the Grand County Economic Development Coordinator (DiAnn Butler) 

and grant writer, Ginny Wilkinson, in seeking an $80,000-85,000 grant for a marketing, communica-

tions, and operations plan from the Department of Local Affairs. We are excited about bringing back 

the Disney Way training as a BaseCamp for customer service that could bring groups and organiza-

tions here in our shoulder seasons to bolster our economy. 

 

We are planning clean up days to organize and prepare rooms for particular uses. Volunteers will be 

needed! 

 

Please feel free to call me at 970-627-3435 with any questions you may have.  Meanwhile, I hope to 

see you around town. 

 

Jim White 
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

 

February 20 

Flight for Life 

Poker Run 

 

February 20 

Full Moon Ski 

GL Nordic Center 

 

February—March 

Weekends 

Snowshoe & Cross 

Country Ski in the 

Kawuneeche—RMNP 

 

February  21 

Romp & Stomp 

10-Noon 

GL Nordic Center 

 

March 5 

Funk & Disco Dance Party 

GL Community House 

 

March  5-6 

Grand Lake  

Ice Fishing Contest 

Catch & Release 

 

 

Please Give Snow Plows Plenty of Room 

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is asking motorists 

to give snow plows plenty of room to do their jobs for the safety of 

everyone on the road. 

There are three main dangerous maneuvers that all motorists should 

avoid around plows: 

 

Tailgating – Plows need to drop deicer and sand, so make sure you 

stay back three to four car lengths of space. If you’re too close, 

deicer and sand could hit your car. You also never know when a 

plow might need to suddenly stop – make sure you have plenty 

of room to do the same. 

Passing on the right – Never a good idea! Plows are designed to 

push all the snow, slush, rocks and other debris to the right of 

the plow. All that debris will could damage your car and 

temporarily blind you. 

Passing during tandem/echelon plowing – Tandem/echelon 

plowing staggers multiple plows along the width of roadway to 

clear the entire road in one sweep. Passing between plows 

working in this manner is extremely dangerous. Take your time 

and stay behind the plow – we promise the best road is behind 

the plows, not in front of them! 

Remember - Bow to the Plow! 

Hail to New Town Operator/Farewell to Trustee Baird 

New Public Works Operator, John Zeleznikar, joined Town staff February 16th. John is a Grand 

Lake area resident who previously worked for CDOT in the Berthoud Pass area.  Please welcome 

him! 

 

We sadly say farewell to Town Trustee Jeanie Baird.  Jeanie’s last Trustee meeting will be this 

Monday as she will be moving to Colorado Springs.  We wish her well in her future endeavors and 

thank her for her service to the Town. 

 

 

 Join us for a relaxed, 

friendly evening 

sharing photos and 

talking about cam-

eras. It’s free to come 

and see what we’re 

about, if you’d like to 

join it’s $20/year. We 

have a speaker at the 

start of each meeting 

and have a photo 

theme each month. 

Bring our pictures on 

a memory stick to 

share with the group. 

We meet the first 

Wednesday of each 

month at the Granby 

Library from 7-9pm . 

The Grand Lake Commercial Enhancement Grant Program is available to allow Grand Lake busi-

nesses and organizations the opportunity to receive a matching grant for aesthetic property improve-

ments within the Town. Applications for the Spring deadline may be submitted to the Town Plan-

ning Department by Tuesday, March 1, 2016, at Town Hall, 1026 Park Ave, or mail to P. O. Box 

99, Grand Lake, CO 80447-0099.  Contact Town Planner, Joe Biller for information or go to 

www.townofgrandlake.com/module/news.htm?newsId=3649   

Commercial Enhancement Grant Program 

“And Winter slumbering in the open air, 

Wears on his smiling face a dream of Spring!" 
 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
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The Grand Lake Women’s Club is sponsoring a Meet the Candidates Open Forum Tuesday, March 15 th, 7 PM at the Grand Lake 

Fire Station.  It is an opportunity for each of the candidates, two for Mayor and five for Trustee, to answer both pre-selected ques-

tions and questions from the audience.  We encourage everyone to come out to hear the candidates express their opinions on why 

they feel best suited for their candidacy position. 

 

The candidates for Mayor are Judy Burke and Jim Peterson.  Dustin Barnes, Jim Gasner, Thomas Goodfellow, Stephan Kudron and 

Kathleen Lewis are the candidates for the four positions of Trustee. 

A Polling Place Election will be held at the Grand Lake Town Hall, 1026 Park Avenue from 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 

5, 2016 to elect Mayor and four Trustees, three to serve a 4-year term, and one to serve a 2-year term. The lowest tallied winning 

Trustee nominee will fill the 2-year term. This is the only polling location for all electors in the Town of Grand Lake.  

 

To qualify to register to vote in the Town of Grand Lake you must be at least 18 years of age by Election Day, a US Citizen, a resi-

dent of the Town and have resided in the state for 22 days immediately preceding the election (march 14, 2016). The residence of a 

person must be the principal or primary place of habitation, only one municipality may be claimed as the primary residence. A per-

son may register to vote up to and including Election Day.  

 

Electors are no longer listed as having a PERMANENT MAIL-IN VOTER STATUS in the County’s Voter Registration List be-

cause of HB 1303 which took effect on July 1, 2013.  To vote in this election, you must go to your designated polling place which is 

Town of Grand Lake Town Hall, 1026 Park Avenue, on Election Day, or apply for an Absentee Ballot.  Absentee Ballot applications 

are available at the Grand Lake Town Hall, or on the Town’s website, www.townofgrandlake.com, click on Election located on the 

left hand side of the home page under Quick Links, and print out a copy of the Absentee Ballot Application. 

 

The last day to apply for an Absentee Ballot and to vote early by Absentee Ballot is Friday, April 1, 2016 at 4:30 PM. Your com-

pleted and signed application may be: e-mailed to glclerk@townofgrandlake.com; mailed to Town Clerk Katie Nicholls, PO Box 99, 

Grand Lake, CO 80447; or, dropped off at the Grand Lake Town Hall, 1026 Park Avenue. Early Voting by Absentee Ballot begins 

on Thursday, March 24, 2016. 

 

Grand Lake Municipal Election April 5, 2016 

mailto:glclerk@townofgrandlake.com
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Grand Lake Hosts the 31st Ride The Rockies Bicycle Tour 

When we were contacted early last October 2015 by Ride the Rockies race 

organizer, Chandler Smith, the Town of Grand Lake was both excited and 

apprehensive simultaneously. There are many requirements for the host 

community in preparation for the 24 hour event. Nonetheless, in collabora-

tion with the Chamber, we said “yes”. We were sworn to secrecy until the 

announcement party on February 6, 2016 when Grand Lake was an-

nounced as the host community for the fourth night of the tour, Wednes-

day, June 15, 2016. 

 

The route will begin in Carbondale on June 12th and roll through Aspen, 

Copper Mountain, then to Grand Lake, our first time ever as host, on June 

15th. The next day, June 16th, riders will depart Grand Lake and ride over 

Trail Ridge Road into Estes Park before finishing in Ft. Collins on June 

17th.  

 

Samantha Miller, our Chamber Director, was enthusiastic about bringing 

the ride to Grand Lake. She said “let’s say yes, and make it happen”. And 

that’s exactly what we did. We assembled a small team of town staff 

members, and in collaboration with the Chamber, started making plans on 

how to overcome the obstacles we faced. 

 

With it being the 100th year anniversary of the national park system in the 

United States, this year’s ride through Rocky Mountain National Park has 

increased significance. We want to showcase Grand Lake and make the 

visit to our town memorable! 

 

Volunteers will be needed! 

Guess When Whally Will Fall Through the Ice! 
Our wonderful volunteer firefighters helped get Whally out on the ice by Pancho & Lefty's. He will stay there, under 24 hour video 

surveillance to record exact time, until he falls in and goes for a swim. Not to worry, our firefighters will perform a rescue drill to 

save him when he goes through. Buy your  tickets and guess the DATE & TIME you think Whally will take the plunge. Don't forget 

to include your NAME & PHONE, too, so we can contact you when you win! 

 

Tickets are $5 for one guess and $10 for three guesses.  Thank you, and happy guessing! 

 
The last day to place your guess on when Whally the Water Heater goes through the ice is on Friday, 

April 8th.  Please place your bets at any of the Whittle Whally locations:   

    Grand Lake Chamber 

    The Lariat 

    Grand Lake Plumbing & Heating 

    Sagebrush 

     Pancho & Lefty's 

     Granby Chamber 

Whally Heats the Lake Ice Contest  
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