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The Town plows all of Grand Avenue between 

Vine Street and Hancock Street on Mondays 

and Fridays during the winter, including the 

parking spaces.  Please keep in mind that there 

are parking restrictions in effect from  3 a.m. to 

7 a.m. for snow removal operations on those 

days, excluding holidays.  Let it snow! 

Grand Lake Town Hall will be closed on 

Thursday, December 25th and Thursday, Janu-

ary 1st.   

 

In case of emergency, please call 911.  The 

Grand County Sheriff’s office is able to contact 

the Town’s Water and Public Works Depart-

ments for emergencies such as broken water 

lines. 

No Parking on Grand Avenue Town Hall Closures 

Have a wonderful holiday and happy new year! 

The Soul of the Rockies ™ 

Grand Lake is all deck out for the holidays.  The Town tree is lit on Grand Avenue with the large  

tree at the end of town also glowing brightly.  Christmas lights abound, holiday banners are up and 

Town Lamppost lights are red and green. Shops are decorated and streets are snow covered—ready 

for snowmobilers.  Enjoy winter in Grand Lake!   

Town Festive for the Holidays 

As winter approaches, the Town would like to 

remind all snowmobilers to respect our resi-

dential areas when riding.  Please go directly 

to and from your destinations in Town.  Do 

not ride in town between the hours of 11:00 

p.m. and 6:00 a.m. except for one entry to or 

exit from town.  Obey all speed limits, yield to 

all cars and pedestrians, have valid registra-

tions, driver’s licenses and snowmobile safety 

certificates (required for those under age 16).   

Ride in a single file as far right as possible and 

in the same direction as the automobile traffic.  

Stay on the trail when in Rocky Mountain 

National Park.  Remember, riding on the lakes 

is extremely dangerous due to open water and 

thin ice.  



Page 2  TOWN OF GRAND LAKE NEWSLETTER 

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

December 19 

Christmas Concert  

with Juliet 

GL Community House 

 

December 19 

Free Movie at Rocky Mtn 

Repertory Theatre 

  

December 20 & 21 

RMRT’s Home for the 

Holidays 

 

December 26 

Historical Holiday 

Celebration at the 

Kauffman House 

 

December 27, 28, 31 

Kauffman House Open 

 

December 26-31 

Melodrama at 

Community House  

 

December 31 

New Years Fireworks 

 

February 7 

Winter Carnival 

100 years of RMNP: 

Wilderness, Wildlife & 

Wonder 

FAREWELL RECEPTION  
FOR 

DAVID HOOK 
Please join us on December 29th  

For Cake and Ice Cream 

To express best wishes for a successful future 

4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

The primary focus of the Branding Committee for the past 6 months has 

been the  development of the Brand Guidelines, a document that provides 

direction on how to use the new Grand Lake Logo and Slogan.  The 

Guidelines were approved by the Grand Lake Board of Trustees in Sep-

tember 2014. 

 

The Committee’s direction for the next quarter will be to identify an Ac-

tion Plan to implement and promote the Brand.  This is basically a “To 

Do” list and will include details such as responsible parties, funds, needs and timing.  Developing an 

Action Plan is Step 9 of the “13 Steps to Success” program that was started after the Downtown As-

sessment in January 2013. 

 

The new slogan that has been adopted is “Soul of the Rockies” and the Brand Promise complement-

ing the slogan is: “We are Grand Lake.  Colorado’s authentic mountain lake town, the source of your 

inspiration, the soul of the Rockies.  Choose our bath, memories happen the moment you take your 

first step.  This is your life.  Breathe deep, get outside and live it.” 

 

To be added to the notification fore future meetings, please contact Steve Kudron at 

steve@quackergiftshop.com. 

Branding Committee Update 

The holiday season is a great time to visit Rocky Mountain National Park.  In addition to beautiful 

scenery, wildlife viewing and a variety of winter recreational activities to do on your own, some fun 

activities with park rangers are offered.  Rocky Mountain National Park has a calendar full of fun 

family activities for the holidays. 

 

Ski the Wilderness – December 27 and January 3 at 9:30 a.m.  Join a park ranger for this 1.5 hour 

cross-country ski tour of the Kawuneeche Valley.  For ages 8 and above.  Reservations required, and 

can be made beginning December 21; call (970) 627-3471. 

 

Snowshoe in the Kawuneeche – December 27 and January 3 at 1:00 p.m.  Beginner-level snowshoe 

tour with a ranger. For ages 8 and above. Bring your own snowshoes and poles. Reservations re-

quired, and can be made beginning December 21; call (970) 627-3471. 

 

Intermediate Snowshoe Walk:  December 28 and January 4 at 1:00 p.m.  A more rigorous tour with 

elevation gains up to 500 feet. This tour requires the ability to maintain a good pace over uneven ter-

rain at high altitude.  Bring your own snowshoes and poles. For ages 8 and above. Reservations re-

quired,and can be made beginning December 22; call (970) 627-3471. 

 

Spirit of the Mountains – Park Movie - Shown by request daily 

See the stunning 23 minute park film at Beaver Meadows Visitor Center (located on Highway 36 

west of Estes Park) and the Kawuneeche Visitor Center (located on Highway 34 north of Grand 

Lake). 

Programs continue through the winter.  For more information about Rocky Mountain National Park 

please call the park’s Information Office at (970) 586-1206.  All park visitor centers and the Informa-

tion Office will be closed on December 25. 

Experience RMNP During the Holidays 



From the Town Manager’s Desk 
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Greetings!  

Ahh, some fresh snow fell in town over the weekend. What a wonderful sight! I love the change in seasons!  

 

Additionally, there is now ice on the lake (albeit very thin ice) and snow at the higher elevations (yes, very deep snow.) Time for 

winter fun to begin! You are probably aware that a white Christmas is hardly ever a problem in Grand Lake. So, if you are not al-

ready here, I hope you make plans to visit to shop for the holidays or to visit over the holidays. Enjoy all the winter activities that 

Grand Lake has to offer! 

 

There are definitely some bittersweet emotions within me as I prepare this month’s version of my newsletter article. Definitely a sad 

feeling knowing that this will be my last article (I wrap up my duties with the Town on December 31.) Definitely a sad feeling as I 

prepare to handoff all the exciting things that are going on in Town (these are what makes the Grand Lake Town Manager position a 

very special job.) Definably a happy feeling knowing that there are so many dedicated folks (staff, the Board and community volun-

teers) who are going to continue on with the committed efforts to make Grand Lake a better place to live, work, and play. Definitely 

a happy feeling knowing that Cathie and I will get to stay in Grand County and continue to enjoy the many blessings of living, work-

ing, and playing is such a special place! 

 

You may have already heard that the Board has named Jim White as my successor. His start date will be January 15. Jim comes to 

Grand Lake with a lot of local government experience, including in Colorado’s western slope mountains. He is well known and well 

respected throughout Colorado. I am confident that you will enjoy getting to know him in the coming months! 

 

We had a great turnout for the Livability Workshop (Creating a Four Season Economy: An Action Planning Workshop to Improve 

Livability in Grand Lake) that was held on December 3! Over 70 folks from the Grand Lake and Grand County community partici-

pated in the day long workshop to help develop action plans for implementing several of the recommendations included in the Liv-

ability Assessment & Recommendations Report. That report is already is available on our website in the news archive under Federal 

Lands Livability Initiative. We will soon be adding info from the workshop. See the article elsewhere in this edition for more details 

about the workshop. 

 

Please save the evening of January 22 on your calendar. The next Quarterly Community Engagement meeting will be held that eve-

ning – probably 6.30p to 8-ish. All the committees will provide an update of their recent activities and successes. A summary of the 

Livability Workshop will be provided. And there will be cake! So come for the updates, come to visit with old friends or make new 

ones, or come to eat! Watch for more details in the January edition of the newsletter. 

 

The Board adopted the 2015 budget on December 8. If you are interested, it will be posted on our website for you to review and 

download. 

 

There is still no news to share with you at this point regarding the possible sale of the Grand Lake Elementary School to the Town. 

The Board is waiting to hear back from the East Grand School District on a few details. There is not an established time line for final 

consideration by the Board on whether to purchase the school property or not. I do expect the Board to schedule a public hearing 

when a final offer from the District is ready for consideration and action by the Board. Watch for the agenda with the public hearing 

and avail yourself of the opportunity to provide comment. 

 

In closing, I wish to offer a ‘thank you’ to some special folks. To the Board of Trustees – thanks for the honor to serve the Grand 

Lake community these past (almost) three years! It has been an extraordinary experience that will not be soon forgotten. I have en-

joyed working for you and implementing your direction. Referring to Grand Lake as ‘my’ community or ‘our’ community is a good  

habit that will be hard to change. Your dedication to your role as an elected official shines bright as a model to the rest of the com-

munity. To Town staff – thanks so much for the privilege of serving the Grand Lake community at your side. Your dedication to 

doing a job well done is often underappreciated and to be admired. I have enjoyed getting to know you personally and professionally. 

I hope that our friendship will not wane with my move down the road to Granby. To the many volunteers who have stepped up to 

become engaged in improving our community – thanks for caring enough to get involved! Your interest and commitment to making 

a difference through volunteering so many hours of your precious spare time is something we can all learn from. To our business 

community – thanks for all you do to make Grand Lake special for our visitors and residents. You work hard and take huge financial 

risks, all in the interest of providing a service to others and the hope to earn a living while doing so. Very few understand the com-

plexities and challenges of your chosen profession and we can all learn from you. To everyone – keep up the good work that it 

takes to keep Grand Lake an oh so very place! 
 

May you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

David  
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Submitted by the Grand County Office of Economic Development 

Follow-up contact: Grand Lake Town Manager or Town Planner, 970-627-3435 
 

Working to enhance and support a four-season economy in Grand Lake was the focus of workshop on December 3 that attracted over 

80 participants that turned Grand Lake Elementary School into a beehive of activity. 

The participants were a mixture of Grand Lake residents (both primary and second-homeowners), business owners, town and county 

officials as well as representatives from state and federal agencies. The process was facilitated by Kendra Briechle and Katie Allen 

from The Conservation Fund. 

 

Discussion focused on opportunities to create a year-round economy by expanding outdoor educational opportunities, building part-

nerships, increasing economic competitiveness and improving the region’s transportation infrastructure via trails, public transit, bik-

ing and walking, as well as road access and connections. 

 

The morning was kicked off with welcoming statements from Grand Lake Mayor Judy Burke, Larry Gamble with the National Park 

Service, Rocky Mountain National Park and Elijah Henley with the Federal Highways Administration.  Mayor Burke currently 

serves on the National Park Service Advisory Board as well as the National Park Service Centennial Committee. 

 

Grand Lake is one of four “Gateway Communities” participating in the Federal Lands Livability Initiative that is designed to help 

strengthen the livability capacity of towns, cities and communities that neighbor federally-protected, natural and recreational lands. 

The other three communities are Saginaw, Michigan; Sweet Home Oregon; and Calhoun Falls, South Carolina. 

 

In September 2013 the Livability Initiative team completed an assessment visit with the Grand Lake community leaders to evaluate 

the area’s key livability factors, including the quality of transportation options, range of affordable housing choices, potential for 

employment and business opportunities, strength of community character, and the partnerships and investments in social, economic, 

and public health.  

 

David Hook, Grand Lake Town Manager, wrote the grant that provided the funding for the livability initiative. After last week’s 

meeting, Hook said he was excited to see the interaction that he observed and also the ideas that were formulated in several break-out 

sessions. Hook, who has taken a job locally in the private sector and will be leaving his position as town manager at the end of this 

month, said he can now view and participate in the process from the position of being a citizen. 

 

Together with land managers from Rocky Mountain National Park and Arapaho National Recreation Area, community, government 

and local business leaders met last week to discuss opportunities for advancing community goals through step-by-step plans for im-

plementation of priority projects. 

 

“The Town of Grand Lake is already a very dynamic community. This process helped them prioritize next steps and develop an ac-

tion plan for expanding their year-round economy as a way to strengthen the community,” said Vice President of Sustainable Pro-

grams and Director of The Conservation Fund’s Conservation Leadership Network, Kris Hoellen.  

 

“It’s our goal to help communities foster valuable partnerships, reinforce development plans that balance environmental and eco-

nomic goals, and provide technical assistance to enable places like Grand Lake to become even more vibrant and thriving communi-

ties. We look forward to seeing the results.” 

Livability Partnership Envisions a Vibrant, Four-season Economy  

Welcome to Our New Town Manager, Jim White 

Jim and his wife, Amy, will be relocating soon to the Grand Lake area from Minturn where Jim served as town manager.  Jim is past 

president of the Colorado Municipal League and is past president of the Colorado City and County Managers Association.  Jim also 

served on the Board of Directors of the Colorado Intergovernmental Risk Sharing Agency, as a member of the Colorado Association 

of Ski Towns, the Berthoud Main Street Board of Directors, the Larimer County Open Lands Advisory Board and the Clear Creek 

County Board of Education. 

 

Jim’s municipal experience includes writing and administrating grants, working with a million dollar downtown redevelopment pro-

ject including a complete renovation of the main street and economic development activities all while enjoying outdoor recreation 

activities of biking, cross country skiing and snow shoeing. 

Jim will start work for Grand Lake on January 12th. 



Grand Lake #1 

Winter Travel Tips from CDOT 
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Log on to CDOT’s Winter Driving web page at: http://www.coloradodot.info/travel/winter-driving for road conditions winter driving 

tips and other information; or for I-70 West Mountain Corridor travel, go here: http://goi70.com/. 

 

·     Be sure you have good snow tires. How do you know if you need new snow tires? Insert a quarter into the tire tread upside 

down, with Washington’s head going in first; if the top of George’s head is covered by the tread, your tires are OK (do this 

test in multiple points around each tire.) If the top of his head is visible at any point, you need new tires. 

·     Always keep the top half of your gas tank full. It can give you better traction and gives you a bigger margin of error if you 

get stuck and have to keep the engine running periodically to keep warm. 

·     If you are stuck in a serious storm do not leave your car. Run the engine periodically and wait for help. 

·     Carry blankets, water, a flashlight, a shovel, some nutrition bars or other food for sustenance. Winterize your vehicle's safety 

kit by including extra blankets, sand to help gain traction in the event you become stuck on ice or snow, jumper cables, an 

ice scraper and lock deicer. 

·     Remember that 4-wheel drive does not mean 4-wheel stop. A 4-wheel drive vehicle will not stop any better in icy condi-

tions, especially if you have inadequate snow tires. 

·     Know the chain laws. Chain restrictions in Colorado are most often put into effect for commercial vehicles (semi-trailer 

trucks) and do not usually affect passenger vehicles. 

·     Drive for the conditions. In poor visibility or even whiteout conditions, don't drive faster than you can see ahead. High 

speeds in poor or no visibility can lead to large chain reaction accidents. 

·     In addition to these winter driving tips, CDOT reminds all motorists to respect winter weather, conduct a pre-trip inspection 

of your vehicle, and leave extra space between your automobile and others on the road (including plow trucks). Of course, 

always buckle up! 

Grand Lake was rated as the No. 1 authentic small town!  See the link below. 

 

http://www.worldpropertyjournal.com/featured-columnists/great-destinations/top-10-authentic-cities-woodstock-norman-rockwell-

coeur-dalene-best-small-towns-in-america-grand-lake-cody-wyoming-steve-winston-great-destinations-column-travel-guides-

8664.php.   

http://www.coloradodot.info/travel/winter-driving
http://goi70.com/
http://www.worldpropertyjournal.com/featured-columnists/great-destinations/top-10-authentic-cities-woodstock-norman-rockwell-coeur-dalene-best-small-towns-in-america-grand-lake-cody-wyoming-steve-winston-great-destinations-column-travel-guides-8664.php
http://www.worldpropertyjournal.com/featured-columnists/great-destinations/top-10-authentic-cities-woodstock-norman-rockwell-coeur-dalene-best-small-towns-in-america-grand-lake-cody-wyoming-steve-winston-great-destinations-column-travel-guides-8664.php
http://www.worldpropertyjournal.com/featured-columnists/great-destinations/top-10-authentic-cities-woodstock-norman-rockwell-coeur-dalene-best-small-towns-in-america-grand-lake-cody-wyoming-steve-winston-great-destinations-column-travel-guides-8664.php

