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From the Town Manager’s Desk 
Greetings from Grand Lake! By 

the time you read this, I will 

have been in Grand Lake for 

about three weeks. It is so ex-

citing to be here! 

 

All went well with the move 

from Arizona. The settling-in 

process at home and at Town 

Hall is well under way.   I al-

ready have two Board of Trus-

tees meetings under my belt. I 

have been spending time with 

staff getting up to speed on 

projects, procedures and issues. 

It is clear that there is a lot go-

ing on in Town, and that makes 

my job all the more exciting! 

 

As I have been out and about, 

reacquainting myself with what 

the Town has to offer, I have 

had the opportunity to meet 

some of you. I thank each of 

you for the warm welcome that 

you have extended to me. It is a 

grand testimony to the wonder-

ful community that is Grand 

Lake. Now my challenge is to 

remember your name the next 

time we cross paths! 

 

Whether we have met or not, I 

continue to welcome the oppor-

tunity to discuss Grand Lake 

issues with you.  Do not hesi-

tate to drop in at Town Hall, 

call me (627-3435), email me 

(glmanager@townofgrandlake.

com) or flag me down on the 

boardwalk. I look forward to 

hearing from you to better un-

derstand your perspective. 

 

My first week here, it snowed a 

little almost every day.  It was 

the winter wonderland I had 

expected, even if the wind did 

blow the snow sideways once 

in a while. Town crews were 

out plowing snow. The Cham-

ber’s 1st Annual Grand Lake 

Fishing Contest brought lots of 

folks to town to drill holes in 

the ice.  Then out came the sun 

and the unseasonably warmer 

weather, bringing on a major 

meltdown and a new season no 

one told me about – mud sea-

son! Just like you, we are mak-

ing the best of it. I hear that 

March and April could bring 

some wet snows – perhaps we 

will be blessed with a late win-

ter! 

 

See you around Grand Lake 

soon! 

 

Best Regards, 

David Hook 

Just a reminder that the minimum quarterly water service availability rate is 

scheduled to increase 6% effective April 1, 2012.  The base rate for in-town 

service will increase to $104 per quarter and out-of-town service will in-

crease to $208 per quarter.  Any other special rates will also see the 6% in-

crease.  These annual increases are based on the rate study performed by 

Raftelis Financial Consultants, Inc. in 2008, with the annual fees established 

by the Grand Lake Board of Trustees in Resolution 8-2008, adopted by the 

Board on June 23, 2008, after a public hearing. The rate changes will occur 

annually through April 1, 2018.  The monies generated will allow the Town 

to continue to maintain its entire water infrastructure and to provide safe, reliable and delicious 

water to our residents.  If you have any questions regarding the rate study or the annual rate in-

creases, please feel free to contact Town Hall at 970-627-3435. 

Town of Grand Lake Water Billing 

Grand Lake’s regular municipal election 

scheduled for April 3rd, 2012 is hereby can-

celled since the only matter before the vot-

ers is the election of persons to office and 

there are not more candidates than offices 

to be filled at such election, including can-

didates filing affidavits of intent.   

GRAND LAKE IS NOW ON THE 

RMNP I70 SIGN 
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MAYOR JUDY BURKE (FOUR-YEAR TERM) 
 

How long have you lived in Grand Lake? I have been a full time resident for over 34 years having 

come here from Emporia, Kansas where I had been employed as a college teacher. 
 

What brought you to Grand Lake?  A friend who travelled throughout Colorado as a fund raiser 

for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  I had told him that it was my dream to someday live in 

Colorado.  He called one day to tell me that he had found a place in Colorado that he thought I 

would like.  I came for a visit, returned to Kansas and put my house on the market and moved here 

within two weeks.  I have never regretted doing that. 
 

  Has your background helped prepare you to be an elected official?  I got involved in local gov-

ernment when several local citizens and business owners told me I had been here for long enough and it was my turn to 

get involved.  I started by going on the Chamber Board, then on the Planning and Zoning Commission and then on to the 

Board of Trustees.    On the Board I served on the Annexation Committee and served two terms as the Mayor Pro-Tem 

before being elected as mayor. 

   My background as a high school teacher, adult education teacher, real estate trainer, real estate developer and business 

owner (trucking company, service station, retail shop and real estate office) gave me a knowledge of economics, market-

ing, accounting, land use and planning have served me well in my position as mayor. 
 

   Do you have special hobbies or interests? My hobbies are golf, fly fishing, reading, and playing with my two toy poo-

dles—Rowdy and Rascal.  I have also enjoyed hiking and gardening when I have time. 
 

   Is there anything else you would like the public to know about you?  I have a BS and Master’s Degree in Education 

with a minor in economics and marketing.  In real estate I have a Certified Residential Specialist, Graduate Realtor Insti-

tute, and E-Pro certificate.  I served as chairperson of the Grand County Board of Realtors and the Women’s Council of 

Realtors, and was the Realtor of the Year for Grand County. 

   I was appointed by Secretary of the Interior, Ken Salazar, to the National Park Service Advisory Board as its only 

elected official representative and have served in that position since April of 2011. 

   During my years in public service I have proudly represented the citizens of our community in working to improve our 

partnerships with Rocky Mountain National Park, the Grand Lake Yacht Club, and surrounding municipal, county, state, 

and federal organizations. 
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Meet Your New Board Members (Trustees Peterson and Weydert Previously Featured) 

TRUSTEE JIM GASNER (FOUR-YEAR TERM) 
 

How long have you lived in Grand Lake? I grew up in the Granby area, and moved to the 

Grand Lake part of the county in 1992, after graduating high school. I moved away for a few 

years for work, returned in 1999, and have been here since.  
 

What brought you to Grand Lake? While growing up in the county I spent a lot of time in 

Grand Lake fishing, hunting and working. I moved to the town for employment and outdoor 

recreation. 
 

How did you get interested in local government? I have been involved in a number of boards 

and committees that are working towards protecting our environment and fisheries. The econ-

omy in the Town of Grand Lake survives partly due to our outdoor recreation and scenic 

views. Being a business owner in the town any support I can give will benefit all of us that 

make a living in the town. 
 

Has your background helped prepare you to be an elected official? Being a part of the fishing committee, and working 

with the shore line association on ways to better our water quality and fisheries has giving me some experience with 

boards. Also working with the Forest Service and the Division of Wildlife has given me people skills needed for the po-

sition. 
 

Do you have any special hobbies or interests?  My hobbies include fishing, hunting, and spending time in the outdoors. I 

enjoy working with kids to educate them on protecting our outdoors and recreation opportunities. 

 



TRUSTEE ELMER LANZI (FOUR-YEAR TERM) 
 

How long have you lived in Grand Lake?  Twenty- five years, since 1987.  
 

What brought you to Grand Lake?  Opportunity to invest in commercial property in Grand 

Lake.  My first investment opportunity was the purchasing of village center and its success led 

to a number of other commercial enterprises in the Town. 
 

How did you get interested in local government? I noticed before the elections in 2008 there 

was a turnover in Town Trustees and I realized there was opportunities to change old ways of 

thinking that would help create a better economic climate in our community. 
 

Has your background helped prepare you to be an elected official?  I have been involved in 

several enterprises in Grand Lake and sometimes realized, the hard way, of the harsh realities 

of the unique seasonal trends.  Governing is in many ways similar to business in the sense that 

compromise is not always the best solution but sometimes the only solution. 
 

Do you have any special hobbies or interests?  Cooking, fishing, mountain sports and seeking entrepreneur opportuni-

ties. 
 

Is there anything else you would like the public to know about you?   I am a four-time grandfather, retired and I humbly 

appreciate serving this community and Town Board as a Town Trustee. 

TRUSTEE TOM LUDWIG (TWO-YEAR TERM) 
 

How long have you lived in Grand Lake? My wife, Lynne, and I have lived here for fif-

teen years. 
 

What brought you to Grand Lake? We purchased the Rapids Lodge. 
 

How did you get interested in local government? I have been a part of various home own-

ers associations, starting neighborhood watch groups in Naperville and St. Charles, Illi-

nois, as well as committees and organizations, for a very long time.  As a store manager in 

Denton, Texas, I got involved with the local chamber of commerce.  Since moving to 

Grand Lake, I have been involved with the Grand Lake Chamber for the past five years, 

served as the Fireworks Chairman for two years, and been involved with the Town 

Cleanup Committee, participating in this annual event for years.   
 

Has your background helped prepare you to be an elected official?  I am an Army Vet-

eran with an Industrial Management degree from Wilmington, Ohio.  Having been in-

volved with many committees and organizations, I have had an interest in serving on the Town Board for some time.   
 

Do you have any special hobbies or interests?  I enjoy spending time with my son, daughter in law and their baby girl in 

Grand Lake as well as son, daughter in law and grandchildren in Texas.  I like to buy and sell houses and properties; in 

the 47 years Lynne and I have been married, we have lived in 23 different homes.   
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TRUSTEE KATHY LEWIS (FOUR-YEAR TERM) 
 

How long have you lived in Grand Lake? I moved to Walden, Colorado in 1976 then 

moved to Arizona for about 6 years.  I moved to Grand Lake in 1985. 
 

What brought you to Grand Lake? A one way ticket, a suitcase, a dog, $6.00 and a very 

good friend. 
 

How did you get interested in local government? I worked at GLMRD.  I didn’t realize 

how political it really was until I had to look at the budget and make hard decisions.  

Plus there again I had good friends talk me into it. 
 

Has your background helped prepare you to be an elected official? I can’t imagine that 

being in the restaurant business helped me prepare for much other than customer service.  

I think it is being interested in the community around you that prepares you. 
 

Do you have special hobbies or interests? My hobbies include camping, gardening, and 

cross country skiing with my dog, Molly. 



CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

March 17  

Fireworks Fundraiser 

Sagebrush BBQ, 1-4 p.m. 

 

Kauffman House  

Open House, 1-4 p.m. 

 

March 21 

Adventure Travel Slideshow 

Juniper Library 

 

March 22 

World Water Day 

 

March 28 

Free Movie Night, 

Juniper Library 

 

April 6 

Full Moon Ski, 

Grand Lake Golf Course 

 

April 6 

Easter Egg Coloring,  

Grand Lake Fire Station 

 

April 7 

Easter Egg Hunt, 

Town Park 

 

April 14-15 

Guest Artist Auditions, 

RMRT 

 

April 14 

Cabin Fever Follies 

Community House 

 

April 24 

Free Movie Night, 

Juniper Library 

 

May 19 

Gardeners’ Exchange 

Community House 

 

May 19 

Town Clean Up Day 

Arbor Day 

 

May 28 

Memorial Day Parade 

The Planning Commission 

serves in an advisory capacity 

to the Town Board; meets the 

1st and 3rd Wednesday of 

each month at 7:30 p.m., as 

needed 

  

Chairman: Hayden Southway 

Vice Chairman: Robert Canon 

Commissioners: 

Judy Burke 

Paul Gilbert 

Elmer Lanzi 

James Shockey 

Tom Weydert 

The Zoning Board of Adjust-

ment is authorized to hear and 

take action on variance request to 

the Zoning Regulations;  

meets the 1st Thursday of each 

month at 6 p.m., as needed. 

 

Chairman:  TBD 

Members: 

Roger Brandt 

Jane Kemp 

Lynne Ludwig 

Diane Mahoney 

John M. Rourke 

Cindy Southway 

Dot Weber 

The Cemetery Committee 

administers and preserves the 

history of Grand Lake Ceme-

tery; meets as needed. 

 

Chairman: Martha Boehner 

 

Members: 

Mandy Hanifen 

Corrine Lively 

Scotti McCarthy 

Mark McCutcheon 

Chris Ruske 

The Town of Grand Lake’s website, 

www.townofgrandlake.com, has use-

ful information including agendas 

and minutes of Town Board meet-

ings, connections to other area web-

sites and the Municipal Code. We  

update the site on a regular basis.  

Take a look! 

The Town is on the Web! 

International World Water Day is held annually on 22 March as a means of focusing attention on 

the importance of freshwater and advocating for the sustainable management of freshwater re-

sources. 

 

An international day to celebrate freshwater was recommended at the 1992 United Nations Con-

ference on Environment and Development (UNCED). The United Nations General Assembly 

responded by designating 22 March 1993 as the first World Water Day. 

“ Grandest water on earth” 
Purchase a reusable water bottle for your  

continued enjoyment of our unique water.   

By doing this you support Grand Lake  

community fundraisers. 

 

The water filters through a glacial alluvial  

beneath the divide. 

This alluvial is thousands of years old. 

The water is so pure it will not conduct  

electricity. 

 

Tonahutu Blue water is available  throughout the Town of 

Grand Lake. 

MEET THE TOWN’S APPOINTED OFFICIALS 

Forward this newsletter your friends 

and neighbors!  By clicking here, 

readers can signup online to receive 

the newsletter directly to their email 

address and access archived newslet-

ter from the Town!   
 

Spread the word to your friend, family 

and neighbors! 

Forward to a Friend! 

http://www.townofgrandlake.com
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