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warning notice of the vio-

lation and how they can 

correct it within the listed 

time frame. The second 

level calls for issuance of 

an administrative enforce-

ment citation with a set 

fine, the time frame to cor-

rect the violation, and how 

to correct the violation. 

The third level calls for 

issuance of an administra-

tive enforcement citation 

with a set fine and imme-

diate correction of the vio-

lation. This level is for 

violations that require im-

mediate correction due to 

the nature of the offense 

itself or the hazard created 

by the offense. 

  As stated above, the ad-

ministrative enforcement 

process sets the time 

frames for a responsible 

party to come into compli-

ance. Failure to comply 

within the time frame 

would result in an increas-

ing level of action by the 

Town and/or fines. The 

process also allows for 

possible corrective action 

to be taken by the Town if 

the responsible party does 

not come into compliance 

after three citations, and 

only as a last resort. The 

violator would be respon-

sible for the cost the Town 

would incur for correcting 

the issue (e.g. cost of dead 

or diseased tree removal). 

  The Board of Trustees 

passed Ordinance #17-

2011 which established a 

different way to handle 

certain portions of the 

Municipal Code,  Admin-

istrative Enforcement. 

This Municipal Code be-

comes effective Novem-

ber 6, 2011 and should 

improve the process and 

timeframe for handling 

certain portions of the 

Municipal Code. 

  Administrative Enforce-

ment is designed to han-

dle applicable sections of 

the Municipal Code in a 

non-criminal way in or-

der to gain voluntary 

compliance with what are 

traditionally termed 

„nuisance‟ or „zoning‟ 

type problems, such as 

trash issues, weeds, and 

dead/diseased trees. The 

program takes away the 

stigma of a criminal of-

fense (and possible con-

viction) and removes any 

possibility of incarcera-

tion for these specified 

offenses. 

  The administrative en-

forcement program has 3 

levels of violations, based 

upon the seriousness of 

the offense and immedi-

acy of action required to 

correct the issue. The 

first level of violations 

involves issuing the re-

sponsible party a written  

  Due process and indi-

vidual rights are pre-

served in the Code, 

which includes a two 

tiered appeal process 

included for anyone who 

believes they are not in 

violation of the Munici-

pal Code. Administra-

tive Hearing Officers, 

who are licensed Colo-

rado lawyers, will be 

appointed to hear any 

appeals. 

  Many cities and towns 

around the country have 

this administrative en-

forcement process in 

place, and their enforce-

ment agents report that 

the process works very 

well. The Town of 

Wheat Ridge, Colorado 

boasts that 85% of their 

warnings resulted in the 

issue being corrected at 

the warning level with 

no fines involved, and 

they have not had to take 

abatement action on any 

cases to date. 

  The goal of the Town 

is to obtain voluntary 

compliance with the 

Municipal Codes with-

out having to issue an 

enforcement citation, 

and Administrative En-

forcement looks to be a 

great way to achieve this 

goal. 
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  The Town Board of Trustees has been in discussions with the Grand Arts Council 

(GAC) regarding the future of the Grand Arts Center (located on Park Avenue).  At 

issue is the fact that the GAC has been operating on a “temporary certificate of oc-

cupancy” (CO) because it hasn‟t had the means to complete all of its zoning re-

quirements, including, for example, installing a boardwalk.  As the GAC has now 

requested an extension of the building‟s temporary CO,  the Town Board of Trus-

tees has asked the GAC to submit a Business and Marketing Plan for the operations 

of the Grand Arts Center by November 15, 2011.  The Town and the GAC agree 

wholeheartedly that the Grand Arts Center is an underutilized community resource, 

and the Board of Trustees believes that a business and marketing plan may help to 

identify the ways that this resource can be put to better use.  If you have a back-

ground in either business or marketing and would be willing to volunteer your time 

towards this cause, please contact Andrea Cox, at 970.531.0804 or at  

andrea@rkymtnhi.com.   

Grand Arts Center 
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November  20 

Rotary Bowling Fundraiser 

 

November 25 & 26 

Old Fashioned Christmas 

Craft Fair 

 

 

 

  On August 3, 2011 the Planning Com-

mission held a Public Hearing regard-

ing proposed modifications to the Mu-

nicipal Zoning Code‟s Shoreline Regu-

lations.  Based on the public testimony, 

the Planning Commission discussed the 

matter in a workshop on August 17.  

Staff has been drafting an updated ver-

sion, based on the public testimony and 

the Planning Commission‟s workshop 

discussion; this matter has been placed 

as an item of discussion on the Plan-

ning Commission‟s October 19 regu-

larly-scheduled meeting. 

  The proposed draft has been based on 

the goals identified by the Planning 

Commission: Improve new construc-

tion and maintenance practices in and 

around the lake; Update the Code to 

clarify measurement in place of what is 

permitted and not permitted in setbacks 

and non-disturbance zones; Improve 

sediment and erosion control in these 

sensitive areas; and Develop regula-

tions consistent with those of Grand 

County.  The Commission anticipates a  

Shoreline Management Update 

second Public Hearing will be sched-

uled once the Commission has worked 

with Town staff on a set of proposed 

Code modifications that  provide for rea-

sonable and appropriate uses of the 

shorelines while recognizing and pro-

tecting property rights consistent with 

the public interest. 

  As a reminder, with an increasing 

awareness of the water quality of Grand 

Lake and the Three Lakes Watershed 

District, the Town of Grand Lake is re-

viewing and comparing various aspects 

of the Town‟s Municipal Code with wa-

ter quality standards: Many of the Mu-

nicipal Code Sections may have pro-

posed Code changes to better help im-

prove the water quality of our commu-

nity and the headwaters of the Colorado 

River. 

  Contact Grand Lake Town Hall if you 

would like to learn more about the pro-

posed Shoreline Regulations or to be 

added to the email distribution list of 

interested individuals who have commit-

ted to working with the Town on the de-

velopment of these Code modifications. 

mailto:andrea@rkymtnhi.com


Container Compliance 

 TOWN OF GRAND LAKE NEWSLETTER Page 3 

  The Town is now anxiously looking for our next Christmas tree to be displayed 

downtown during the holiday season.  If you have a tree that you plan on cutting 

down or removing for any reason that you would like to donate to this effort, 

please contact Bernie McGinn, Public Works‟ Director, at 627-3435. This dona-

tion can be tax deductible with a letter provided from the Town. 

Christmas Tree Needed 

  While the Town Board has opted, 

for two consecutive years, to post-

pone the deadline requirement for 

compliance with the aforementioned 

provision, the Town Board is requir-

ing compliance by September 30, 

2012.  While those non-compliant 

property owners will be contacted 

directly, if you would like to deter-

mine if your container is not in com-

pliance, please contact Town Hall at 

970.627.3435 for more information.  

   The Town further encourages con-

tainers located on private land to be 

screened from the public view as 

seen from a public street ROW on a 

horizontal plane.  If you would like 

more information on how to appro-

priately screen your refuse container 

or dumpster to allow for trash truck 

access, please contact your waste 

utility provider. Additionally, retail 

  In 2009, the Town Board of Trus-

tees amended the Design Review 

Standards for the Town of Grand 

Lake to help promote positive de-

sign principals in the Town.  The 

Board chose to regulate refuse con-

tainers in the Town of Grand Lake, 

particularly dumpsters that are lo-

cated on the Town‟s Rights-of-Way 

(ROWs), including alleyways. All 

refuse containers, including dump-

sters, are to be located on private 

land to the fullest extent possible, 

and to be accessed from the public 

ROW alley. The Code further states 

that for those refuse containers/

dumpsters that cannot be placed on 

private property, Town Board of 

Trustees‟ approval will be needed 

for the continued placement of the 

container on the public right of way.   
 

food establishments must follow Colo-

rado Retail Food Establishment Rules 

and Regulations; see http://

www.cdphe.state.co.us/regulations/

consumer/101002Retailfood.pdf for 

more information on Public Health re-

quirements for these types of containers.              

The Town has worked with the Colo-

rado Department of Wildlife (CDOW) 

on specifications and standards for wild-

life resistant enclosures. Please feel free 

to contact us for more information.   

  Lastly, the Code promotes the coop-

eration of multiple businesses to utilize 

a shared refuse container and enclosure 

area (fencing designed to enclose a mul-

tiple number of containers or dump-

sters). The Town encourages all prop-

erty owners to discuss cooperation ef-

forts with their neighbors.   

  Coordinating with the Town of Grand Lake, Grand 

Environmental Services, in conjunction with Harrington 

Landscapes, has submitted an Army Corps of Engineers 

permit application for the execution of a dredging pro-

ject along the west shore of Grand Lake.  Throughout 

the fall and in the spring of 2012, proposed activities 

will occur in the lake (up to) 75‟ from the shore.  Addi-

tionally, the project will seek Town of Grand Lake ap-

proval for shoreline reconstruction activities in the 5‟ 

Non-disturbance Zone (a 5‟ buffer around the lake de-

signed to preserve natural shoreline by not permitting 

disturbance), a provision of the Town‟s Shoreline Regu-

lations. 

  Hired by a collective of neighboring property owners, the 

goals of the dredging project are: restore a 30-36” depth in 

an area where sediment has accumulated to 18” to improve 

watercraft access to boathouses; restore underwater beach 

area to reduce safety access issues for recreational users; and 

stabilize the shoreline for increased water quality and reduc-

tion of undesirable  animal access by installing wetland 

vegetation plants.  For more information if you have ques-

tions, comments or concerns regarding this unique project, 

please contact Geoff Elliot, the project coordinator, at 

970.509.0199. 

Dredging Project 

http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/regulations/consumer/101002Retailfood.pdf
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/regulations/consumer/101002Retailfood.pdf
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/regulations/consumer/101002Retailfood.pdf
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   Did you know www.townofgrandlake.com is your gateway to accessing 

information about the Town of Grand Lake?  Redesigned in 2010, the web-

site offers users a variety of ways to access information about municipal 

regulations and policies, applications and forms, and volunteer opportunities 

in your community. 

   One feature, found on the main page of the website, is the left-hand „Quick 

Links‟ Section which will directly navigate users to packets for upcoming 

meetings, obtain monthly financial reports (including Sales Tax Revenue), 

Scheduled Public Hearings as well as proposed Ordinances for consideration, 

and the entire Municipal Code. 

The Town‟s summer water lines (above ground lines) have been turned off as of October 6th due to overnight 

freezing temperatures. 

Summer Water 

  Winter may be the time of year 

when everyone brings out cold-

weather clothes, but it is also the 

season the Town brings out our 

cold-weather equipment: The sea-

son of snow plowing is upon us!  

The problem of keeping the mu-

nicipal rights-of-way clear of snow 

requires the cooperation of every-

one. The Public Works Depart-

ment would like to remind prop-

erty owners, their tenants, and 

guests who create hazards in a 

public right of way (e.g., plowing 

snow off private drives and shovel-

ing snow onto public lands, piling 

construction materials, or placing 

garbage bins or other obstructions) 

may be subject to prosecution un-

der C.R.S. §43-5-301.  Property 

owners may be liable for damages 

and injury attributable to a hazard 

they, or their tenants and/guests, 

have created in the public right of 

way. 

  Please be advised the Town of 

Grand Lake does not allow the 

parking of trailers, recreational ve-

hicles, and other equipment on the 

public right of way.  Additionally, 

vehicles are advised to abide by 

posted signage regarding over-

night parking.  Failure to abide by 

these regulations may result in 

ticketing and/or towing of vehi-

cles.  Please contact Grand Lake 

Town Hall for information about 

overnight parking in neighbor-

hoods. 

  The time required for snow re-

moval operations varies with the 

severity of the storm, the tempera-

ture, as well as the importance of 

the road.  While the Town will 

make every effort to remove snow 

as quickly as possible, please keep 

in mind first priority is given for 

travel routes to schools, emergency 

service facilities, and the most 

heavily traveled roads. 

  The Town will first focus its ef-

forts on clearing a portion of the 

traveled way, but may have to 

return to the road at a later time to 

clear it in its entirety.  Please be 

advised the Public Works Depart-

ment may create snow berms at 

private driveway entrances; it is 

the responsibility of each individ-

ual property owner to keep drive-

ways clear. 

Public Works Updates 

http://www.townofgrandlake.com

