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Snowpack in Grand County 
has gone down by about 
75%, but water equiva-
lences range anywhere 
from 2 inches on Willow 
Creek to about 18-20 
inches on Berthoud and 
Arapahoe Ridge. Stream 
forecasts call for another 
increase and possibly a 
secondary peak over the 
Father’s Day weekend, 
which might be the highest 
runoff that we’ll see for the 
year.  
 
What all of this means is 
that thus far, Mother Na-
ture has been very kind to 
Grand County—even with 
snowpack that “leaves the 
envelope” of any year that 
has been recorded, the 
warm day/cool night com-
bination has helped bring 
the water down from the 
mountains in manageable 
proportions.  Hopefully, all 
of the flooding preparation 
that has taken place at a 
local level will only serve 
as a good exercise, but as of 
today, we’re not totally out 
of the woods.   
 
If we have a few warm 
day/warm nights strung 
together, both the N. Inlet, 
E. Inlet and the N. Fork of 
the Colorado could all be 
blown out, which will mean 
that Northern Water will 
need to drastically drop 
Shadow Mountain Reser-

The excessive snow pack 
in Grand County is old 
news to most people; 
we’ve all seen the pic-
tures of the epic snow on 
Trail Ridge Road, and 
many of us still feel the 
aches in our backs from 
too much time with the 
snow shovel over the 
past few months.  As 
summer arrives in force, 
our concerns now turn to 
runoff and how it could 
affect everyone over the 
next few weeks. 
 
Water levels in all of the 
County’s rivers and 
streams dropped over 
the weekend of June 11th-
12th, as anticipated with 
cooler weather. The Na-
tional Weather Service 
has predicted a warming 
trend the week of June 
13th, with the possibility 
of a secondary peak in 
river flows over the 
weekend before another 
cool-off at the beginning 
of next week. There are 
no significant storms an-
ticipated this week. 

voir in order to make 
room for all of the water 
coming in.  As many of 
you will recall from last 
year, Northern Water 
lowered Shadow Moun-
tain Reservoir drastical-
ly, with the result being 
beached boats along the 
lakeshore as well as 
white capped rapids in 
the connecting channel 
— please plan accord-
ingly for both. 
 
Even without this drastic 
drop, you are urged to 
use caution when boating 
through the connecting 
channel, as water cur-
rents may be very strong.  
Additionally, there is 
now a new connecting 
channel structure that is 
both slightly wider and 
longer than before  , so 
beware of the new chal-
lenges presented--
seaworthy and experi-
enced captains are rec-
ommended.   
 
As a final thought; as 
mentioned in the previ-
ous newsletter, the Town 
does have free sandbags 
available to all Town of 
Grand Lake residents; 
please call the Town 
Shop between the hours 
of 7-3:30, M-F, at 627-
3583 for more informa-
tion.   
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With assistance from Conservation Trust Fund monies administered by Grand 

County, the Thomasson Park trail will be undergoing major restoration in 2011 to 

make the trail more sustainable and available for year-round multi-use opportuni-

ties.  Due to heavy runoff, drainage issues, and a 2010 hazard tree mitigation pro-

ject, the trail has been left in a nearly unusable condition.  The Town of Grand 

Lake’s Public Works Department will be conducting large-scale redevelopment 

efforts throughout the summer which may require temporary closure of the trails 

in the park.  Users should use extreme caution when utilizing the trail and respect 

temporary closures. 

Additionally, the Town will be constructing a pathway trail along Cairns Avenue 

this summer.  Designed to help reduce user conflicts by removing pedestrians 

from the Cairns Avenue Rights-of-Way, the pathway run along the Trinity 

Church of the Pines fence on the West side of Cairns Avenue. 

For more information about either of these trail construction projects or to learn 

about temporary closures in either neighborhood, please contact Town Hall at 

(970) 627-3435 for more information. 

Trail Construction Work to Proceed This Summer  
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

 

June 22– Sep 7 

Summer Concerts 

Wednesdays 

 

June 25 

Chili Cook Off 

 

June 25 

Art & Architecture  

Home Tour 

 

June 25 

Tops of the Rockies 

 

July 4th 

Fireworks over the 

Lake 

 

July 9-10 

Wooden Boat Show 

 

July 9 

ISC Golf Tournament  

 

July 16-17 

Buffalo BBQ 

The Town of Grand Lake Greenways Board was cre-

ated in 1990 to help develop, manage and promote the 

Community Forestry Plan.  The Greenways Board 

seeks new members to help conduct small annual 

events, developing and managing the Community 

Greenways and Community Forest Plan, and working 

on the management of the Town’s Adopt-A-Lamppost 

Garden program.  Throughout the years, this Board 

has taken on greater responsibility by meeting on a 

quarterly basis to discuss items to propose to the Town 

Board as well as to plan for and execute community 

events.  Throughout the coming years, members of the 

Board will be looking at recommendations for Grand 

Avenue Community Greenway redevelopment 

through new program development.   

 

Additionally, the Town has but 1 of 31 lamppost gar-

dens  still in need of a volunteer gardener.  Located in 

front of Polly’s Sweet Shop, the garden is a clean slate 

for any gardener.  The previous adopter has left weed 

barrier and a mature shrub in the garden; an oriental 

poppy marks the only other vegetation in this garden 

plot.   

 

If you would like to know more about either of these 

volunteer opportunities, please contact Abbi Jo Witt-

man, Town Planner, at (970) 627-3435 or glplan-

ning@townofgrandlake.com for more information.   

Grand Lake Seeks Volunteers for Community Beautification 

mailto:glplanning@townofgrandlake.com
mailto:glplanning@townofgrandlake.com


Cemetery 

4th of July Fireworks 
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The Grand Lake Cemetery, now open, is one of 

the very few active cemeteries located within a 

National Park. It is located just inside the Rocky 

Mountain National Park (RMNP) boundary at 

US HWY 34 and County Road 49.  The ceme-

tery is operated and maintained by the Town.   

Administered under a National Park Service Per-

mit, prior approval is required for Burials, Any 

Excavation or Ground Disturbance, Planting (no 

artificial  flowers are permitted), Open Flames, 

or Any Alteration or Addition to the Natural or 

Historical Condition of the Area.  Violators are 

subject to Federal Prosecution.   

  

Please contact Ronda Kolinske, Grand Lake 

Town Clerk, at glclerk@townofgrandlake.com 

or (970)  627-3435 for more information.  

The Grand Lake 4th of July fireworks display will 

be at dark on July 4th. 

 

REMINDER—Fireworks, any that explode or 

leave the ground, are  NOT allowed in Grand 

County or Grand Lake.  Public fireworks displays 

must be specifically permitted. 

The Town day docks are available on a first come first 

served basis. You may dock your boat at the day docks 

free of charge during the day, but overnight docking is 

not allowed. Boats found at the docks between 2:00am 

and 5:00am will have a notice put on them and the 

owner will get a summons. Please be respectful of oth-

ers when entering or leaving the dock area, and keep 

the area clean. We want you to enjoy all Grand Lake 

has to offer, whether you boat, sail, fish, water ski, or 

swim.  

Town Docks 

The Town has constructed two new kayak racks and 

is offering seasonal slip rentals through its Headwa-

ter’s Marina Enterprise.  Each rack has six slips, and 

each slip can hold up to two kayaks (if they aren’t too 

large), or typically one canoe, and are located on the 

southwest side of the beach area where the volleyball 

court is located, in front of the Western Riviera Mo-

tel, just  a few feet from the kayak boat launch.  Each 

space is available on a first-come, first served basis 

until filled, and are available now through Labor Day.  

The season rental cost per slip is $150.  Please con-

tact Town Hall at 627-3435 with any questions. 

Hurry only one slip left! 

Canoe/Kayak Slip Rental 

http://www.townofgrandlake.com/glclerk@townofgrandlake.com


 encourage natural filtration of sur-

face water. These buffer areas are 

designed to reduce impervious sur-

faces and promote natural, native 

vegetation along the scenic shores of 

our waterways and lakes.  New con-

struction and earth movement activi-

ties, including landscaping, within 

30’ of the shoreline of Grand Lake 

and Shadow Mountain Reservoir (as 

well as the connecting channel) may 

require plan review and approval by 

the Town of Grand Lake. Please con-

tact Grand Lake Town Hall to dis-

cuss your proposed activities prior to 

the commencement of any ground 

disturbance.  Town Staff wants to 

work with property owners seeking 

to improve the natural shoreline of 

their property in order to reduce un-

intended impacts of construction and 

maintenance activities.   

The coming of the summer marks a 

time of year when activities in and 

around the water are a part of our 

daily lifestyle.  While these activities 

are generally recreational activities, 

we do have new construction, and 

structure and vessel maintenance 

practices in and around the shoreline 

which can pose a significant negative 

impact to our water quality and the 

overall health of Grand Lake and the 

Three Lakes water system.  Knowing 

how to reduce the impacts of these 

construction and maintenance activi-

ties can significantly help reduce 

pollutants entering the lake as well as 

help improve the water quality of the 

Grand Lake area. 

 

The Town of Grand Lake’s 30’ 

Stream and Lake Setback Buffer en-

courages a natural buffer along these 

important water resources, helping to 

While permits may not be required 

for certain structure and vessel main-

tenance activities, Town Staff is well 

versed in best management practice 

methods that may help property own-

ers reduce the negative impacts of 

maintenance work through the utili-

zation of these methods, which can 

be as easy as ensuring that upland 

staging areas  are not located on, 

near, or above open water. Staging 

areas are designed to capture particu-

late matter, solvent and paint drip-

pings, as well as other debris and 

may help prevent these undesirable 

materials from readily polluting our 

lakes.  Please feel free to contact or 

stop by Town Hall at any time to 

discuss your project and to get any 

feedback on the simple steps that you 

or your contractor can take to ensure 

that your actions don’t contribute to 

the pollution of our watershed. 

Water Quality Protection through Shoreline Management 
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